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In the Berkshires 


Pittsfield parks board seeks public input 


PITTSFIELD — The public is invited to two meetings of the Board 
of Park Commissioners this month to contribute ideas about what 
should be done with the city’s parks and playgrounds. 

The Monday meetings will be Feb. 7 and 28 at 7:30 in the City 
Council chamber. The sessions are part of an ongoing effort to draw 
up a master plan to guide projects in the parks and playgrounds over 
the next few years. 

According to Clifford J. Nilan, board chairman, inviting the public to 
become involved in the process is the next step in a concerted effort ' 
to determine the future of the parks. 

“Everyone should have a voice in this,” he said. . 

The park commissioners have their own list of ideas, and city 
councilors recently added to it when they took a close look at the 
parks and playgrounds in their own wards and wrote down what 
needed to be done to make each one function as well as possible. ; 

Mayor Edward M. Reilly will attend the meetings and offer some — 
remarks on the issue, Nilan said. 


Good fences, good neighbors §-3i-74 


ealing as the notion of removing the 
airs the Housatonic River and Pitt 
Park in Pittsfield would be, advocates of oy, 
ing up the riverfront would do well to pay 
to the safety concerns of police and neigh ae 
who want to keep the fence. The pas 
barrier of posts and shrubbery proposed y the 
two city councilors and one Conservation oa 
mission member favoring the removal of t ‘ - 
foot-high fence would look better. But as ‘i 
neighbors point out, the fence helps keep ne 
children at the park from wandering mee ) 
the river. And Police Chief Gerald M. Meir 
legitimate worries about drug dealers evading 


pursuit by escaping along the overgrown river 
bank. 
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In the Berkshires 


Crow playground forum set for tonight 


PITTSFIELD — Neighbors of Crow playground eee ate nS 
in contributing ideas for playground alee pt at Cc 
meeting tonight at 7 at Morningside Community Sc ne) nie aR Bin 
SER OR Hath Wi ve CoH uoeatiia ae a cuanes are spon- 
of Tucker 
eas Pc aa ae of Community De ae has 
budgeted $125,000 for improvements to the two parks this year. 


Among those attending tonight’s meeting will be a Gta aaa 
Berkshire Design Group of Northampton, the firm that will be g) 
eae llace of the DCD said 


tS. Me 
improvements to the park. Rober 5 
Pay ee NA preliminary plans for review. ve we ar Fea 
ho live there and w 
OE a ciciovetan hat improvements they want.” 
» Mellace said..“We want to know what impro | | wal 
yates attending the meeting will be representatives of the Pittsfield 
sartment, and from the Park Commission. . 
ae wie the city went through a similar process with the Pitt Park 


hood, which ultimately decided 
ae ped palatine a new pay structure and a reconstructed ball field. 


iect will begin this spring. : | 
Rowena said that few neighbors took the A : doers ae aes 
\ or 1 
were mailed to people in the area aSking : 
te codemeue “T hope there isn’t a lot of apathy out there,” he said. 


on a list of improvements to. 


Parks commission seeking public input 
Hoping to cash in on a city council pledge to fund capital improvements, 
the park commission will hold two public hearings in February to gather 
community input on park needs. | 
“We want to see what the priorities are in the city,” said commission 
chairman Cliff Nilan. | 
Councilors and commission members have already identified their per- ~ 


_ ceived needs for expenditure of a possible $1 million, but Nilan said public | 


input is essential: “We want to know where people think the parks should - 
be in five years from now.” — 

The first hearing will be held Monday, February 7 at city hall; the second 
date is not yet scheduled. Fed J Me 


| 
| 


to help playgrounds: 
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Park Commission 
hears suggestions. 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Suggestions 
that ranged from hiring a full- 
time coordinator of security to 
building a bandstand at Burbank 
Park were presented to the Park 
Commission last night. 

The oceasion was a hearing 
that the commission held in City 
Hall to solicit comments from the 
public concerning changes and 
improvements that would en- 
hance the city’s parks and play- 
grounds. 

Members of the commission 
and city councilors have already 
made their contributions to a 
“wish list” that the commission 
will use to draw up a long-range 
plan for the parks. 


Next hearing is Feb. 28 


Last night’s meeting was the 
first of two hearings that the 
commission has scheduled. The 
next session is set for 7:30 on 
Monday, Feb. 28, in the City 
Council chamber. ; 


“It’s important to take stock of 
our parks and playgrounds,” said 
Mayor Edward M. Reilly, who at- 
tended the meeting in part to 
announce that Recreation Direc- 
tor John C. Marchesi has agreed 
to take on additional duties as 
interim director of community 
services/parks and _ recreation. 
“We need to determine .:. what 
the city needs and what land to 
hold for open space, among other 
things.” 

The mayor and others have ac- 
knowledged that while there is no 
extra money to spend on signifi- 
cant improvements in the parks, 
funds may turn up, and it’s best 
to be prepared with a detailed 
plan. 


Such a plan should inelude the ~ 


hiring of a full-time security co- 
ordinator, said Vincent J. Hebert, 
the city’s former parks commis- 
sioner. Observing that improve- 
ments to public buildings and 
lands are only as good as the 
arrangements for their long-term 
maintenance and security, he 
said the duties of the security 
coordinator would inelude en- 
forcement of park rules and co: 
operating with city police and the 
court system to assure adequate 


= 
tr ~~ 
va 


prosecution and punishment of | 


people who are convicted of 
breaking the rules.. 

. Hebert also said the commis- 
sion should review the numerous 
Studies of park usage that have 
been done over the years. 

Diane Nichols, a representative 
of the Eagles Band of Pittsfield, 
urged the commission to include 
plans for construction of a band- 
Stand or other “performance 
space” at Burbank Park. 3 

The band played concerts’ at 
the park last summer and found 
it to be “a good spot for music- 
making.” However, said Nichols, 
the road leading to the park is in 
need of extensive repairs. 


Other suggestions advanced last 


night ineluded repairing the 
Sidewalks and fountain at Park 
Square, hiring a full-time atten- 
dant to work at Wild Acres be- 
tween Memorial Day and Labor 


Day, improving the Swimming 


area at Pontoosuc Lake, acquir- 
ing more land for playing) fields 
and setting aside space for golf- 
ers to practice tee shots. 


School Committee member Carl | 


E. Filios said the surfaces | of 
many of the city’s playing fields 
are often damaged by divots 
made by practicing ee 
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Fresh ideas sought for Burbank Park 


A public hearing will be held Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the Berkshire — 


Athenaeum to gather input on possible improvements at Burbank Park. 
The meeting will provide the basis for a state grant application that the 


city will submit in May. According to Bob Mellace of the community © 


development office, the state division of conservation services has pledged 
$4 million for projects and city officials plan to apply for several hundred 
thousand dollars. 

“We want to hear from people about the park,” said Mellace, noting that 
a 1988 grant application submitted by the city already identifies.several 
priorities such as roadway reconstruction and the north parking lot at the 
Onota Lake site. 

Mellace said officials are also working to update a citywide five year 
recreation /open space master plan that will accompany the grant applica- 


tion. a Ye AY 
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By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The revitaliza- 
tion of Dewey Park on Madison 
Avenue and the need to construct 
a girls’ softball complex were 
among the suggestions emerging 
from a two-hour public hearing 
held by the city’s Board of Park 
Commissioners this week. 

The Monday forum marked the 
conclusion of the two-part public 
hearing and of the concerted ef- 
fort by the Park Commission to 
solicit the community for ideas 
about how the parks should be 
operated in the coming years. 


Commission Chairman Clifford 
J. Nilan said his board will spend 
the rest of March composing a list 
of its priorities, so that it can 
direct activities and finances ap- 
propriately over the next few 
years. 


Late last year, the City Council 
brought up the idea of allocating 
to the parks up to $1 million 
raised through a capital outlay 
budget. To that end; the commis- 
sion has spent a good deal of time 
recently determining the most ef- 


‘We'd like a couple of benches, a picnic 
table or two and swing sets.’ 


ficient way to spend that — or 
any amount of money that comes 
to the parks. 


Each member of the Council 
put his ideas down on paper and 
forwarded them to the commis- 
sion, which has generated its own 
wish list. In February, the park 
commissioners scheduled the 


hearings so that members of the: 


public could do the same. 


Security coordinator 


At the first public hearing, 
people brought up such needs as 
a full-time coordinator of park 
security, the construction of a 
bandstand at Burbank Park, re- 
pairing the sidewalks and foun- 
tain at Park Square and improv- 
ing the swimming areas at the 
lakes. 

This week, Fonda Furey of 
Madison Avenue told the com- 
mission that there are a lot of 
young children in her neighbor- 
hood and that she and others 
have worked to reclaim Dewey 
Park for them. 

“We’d like a couple of benches, 
a picnic table or two and swing 
sets,” Furey said. 


Already in the works 


Nilan said that Ward 7 City 
Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo has 
already asked for those im- 
provements for the park and that 


— Dewey Park neighbor 


the Park Commission agreed that 
all were needed. 

“I think we’ll be able to do 
what you want,” Nilan said. 

Sarah Mitchell spoke in favor of 


building a girls’ softball complex, 
another idea that Nilan said is 
already featured on the list of 
park priorities. 


Mitchell said park conditions in 
Pittsfield do not compare at all 
favorably with what the local 
teams find elsewhere. 


Jennifer Barlow, a member of 
the Junior League, told the Park 
Commission that her organization 
was interested in adopting a 
park. 


Tucker, Crow playgrounds 
targeted for improvement 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Development 
has sent a survey to the residents 
of neighborhoods around Tucker 
and Raymond Crow playgrounds 
to determine what the neighbors 
see as deficiencies in. the play- 
grounds, and what they would 
like to see for improvements. 


The surveys are due back by 
Monday, said Robert S. Mellace 
of the DCD. The information the 
surveys provide will help deter- 
mine the plans to be developed 
for both playgrounds. 


Both are scheduled for im- 
provements this year, and the 
DCD has budgeted $125,000 to fi- 
nance them, Mellace said. In ad- 
dition to the surveys, the DCD 
also has scheduled two neigh- 
borhood meetings to keep people 
abreast of the improvements 


Ideas sought from neighbors 


scheduled for the playgrounds. 

The neighborhood meeting 
planned for Crow playground is 
scheduled for March 17 at 7 p.m. 
at Morningside Community 
School. The neighborhood meet- 
ing for Tucker Playground is 
scheduled for March 21 at 7 p.m. 
at Conte Community School. 


Landscape work 


Mellace said a. landscape ar- 
chitect has been hired to design 
and supervise the improvements 
to the two parks. He also an- 
nounced that the fruits of a simi- 
lar project that took place at Pitt 
Park last year will be seen 
shortly. 

Petricca Construction Co., 
which was awarded the Pitt Park 
construction job last yar, is 
obliged by the terms of t1e con- 
tract to begin the restoration 
work at the park by May 2 of this 
year, and complete it by June 17. 


ects 
3-444 


Dewey Park, girls’ softball facility — 


cited in hearing on park proj 


of the Tucker Playground 


Without exception, those who 
responded to the survey listed 
improved lighting as one of the 
things they would like to see at 
the playground, which is _ bor- 
dered by Linden, Robbins, Dan- 
iels and Francis avenues. 

Next on the list was benches, 
followed by play equipment, trash 
receptacles and improvements to 
the basketball court. 

Andree Tremoulet and Robert 
S. Mellace of the Office of Com- 
munity Development, Police Of- 
ficer James A. Hunt, Michael 
Wynn, coordinator of the West 
Side Neighborhood Resource 
Center, and Peter H. Wells of 
Berkshire Design Group of 
Northampton, the city’s consult- 
ant on park improvements, were 
among those who attended last 
night’s meeting. 
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PITTSFIELD — Next month, 
residents of the neighborhood 
around Tucker Playground will 
have another chance to let city 
officials know what improvements 
they would like to see at the 

layground. 
eB ene has been scheduled 
for April 20 at 6:30 at the play- 
ground, and planners hope to 
hear from more than the handful 
of neighborhood -residents who 
have spoken up So far. 

Only one user of the play- 
ground, who was accompanied by 
her two small children, attended 
a meeting last night at Conte 
Community School. And the city’s 
Office of Community Develop- 
ment, which will oversee the re- 
habilitation of the playground, got 
back only 11 of the hundreds of 
survey forms that it sent out. 


A DARE fair held at the Common as part of the first Fabulous ‘50s 
Weekend attracted hundreds of youngs(ets and parents for games 


and activities. gy qa pickdl S=S- TY 





- City & Town 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Housatonic Greenway Coalition 
has announced a public meeting 
for tomorrow at 7 p.m. in the City 
Council chambers to explore 
ways to protect and enhance land 
along the Housatonic River. 

The meeting had been post- 
poned three times because of bad 
weather. Although the organizers 
said yesterday they apologize for 
the inconvenience that the re- 
scheduling may have caused 
people, they stressed that the 
outcome of the project depends 
on community involvement. 


Park, trail 


Potential projects to be ex- 
plored at the meeting include a 
small park at Mill Pond off Wah- 
econah Street and a hiking trail 
along the river starting at the 
Pomeroy Avenue bridge. 

The coalition also hopes to 
prepare a “vision map’ that 
would demonstrate the potential 
for the network of trails, parks, 
protected areas and appropriate 
development along the Hous- 
atonic. The map will be devel- 
oped from the ideas generated at 
the meeting tomorrow and sub- 
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Ward 7 Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo is sta 
hopes to see turned into a park through t 


sequent meetings. 

Speakers. will include Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly, Lelia Mellon of 
the National Park Service, City 
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Councilors James M. Boyle and 
Timothy J. DiSilva, Michael 
Makes of the Conservation Com- 
mission, Thomas H. Stokes of the 
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Greenway group hosts meeting on river 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Sta 


nding at Mill Pond on Wahconah Street, an area he 
he Pittsfield Housatonic Greenway Coalition. 


Housatonic Valley Association 
and Robert S. Mellace of the De- 
partment of Community Devel- 
opment. 
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Proposed removal of Pitt Park fence 


spurs neighborhood, police concerns 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A plan to remove the 6- 
foot fence that separates Pitt Park from the 
Housatonic River has generated contro- 
versy, with neighborhood residents ex- 
‘pressing fear that the action could com- 
‘promise the safety of the park. 

Police Chief Gerald M. Lee added his 
voice to the opposition at a Board of Parks 
Commissioners meeting Monday night, 


saying that the fence is not only a safety . 


precaution, it also serves as an effective 
barrier that prevents drug dealers from 
disappearing into the overgrown Hous- 
atonic riverbank. 

Clifford J. Nilan, chairman of the Board 
of Park Commissioners, said yesterday that 
his group would render a decision at its 
next meeting Monday evening. But in the 
meantime, Nilan said, he believes that “it 
is best to let the neighbors decide what 
they want.” 


_ Ideally, the Park Commission prefers to 
find compromises that please everyone, 
Nilan continued. “I’m not. sure if that’s 
going to be possible here,” he said. 

The idea to remove the fence. was 
brought to the Parks Commision meeting by 
two city councilors and one member of the 
Conservation Commission, who are among 
the leaders in a community effort to im- 
prove the role of the Housatonic River in 
the city. 


River as part of park 


Essentially, they want the river to be- 
come an aspect of the park and not just 
something that exists on the other side of 
the fence, they said. 

Ward 6 City Councilor James M. Boyle, 
one of the city’s leading river advocates, 
said his group wants to increase the com- 
munity’s access to the river. In the process, 
he hopes to generate a new respect for the 
Housatonic. 

“People might be less likely to throw 
things over the fence and into the river, as 
they have in the past,” he said. 


‘Pitt Park is not like a lot 
of other parks.’ 
— Police Chief Gerald Lee 


The river advocates said that an impor- 
tant factor was lost in the early part of 
Monday’s discussion — that another bar- 
rier would replace the 6-foot chain link 
fence they want removed from the prem- 
ises. In its place would be posts and 
shrubbery that would prevent a ball from 
rolling into the water, or a toddler from 
wandering too close to the river, they said. 

But yesterday, neighborhood resident 
Barbara Hanger said she was far from 
convinced that removing the fence was a 
sensible option: | 

“And it doesn’t sound like a good idea to 
the 94 people who signed a petition, ei- 
ther,” she said, referring to a petition she 
submitted to the park commissioners at 
Monday’s meeting. 

Lee said yesterday that the concept of 
working the river into plans for the park 
sounded great, “but Pitt Park is not like a 


lot of other parks.” 


_ Aecording to the chief, “this is a real 
neighborhood park that is frequented by 
more children than other parks in the 
city.” The combination of no fence..and 
unsupervised children would be a real 
concern to the chief, he said. 

Indeed, neighborhood resident Rosemary 
Durant, who also attended the meeting, 
said that there are 20 children on her 
street under the age of 10 years. 


Drug concerns 


Lee, Durant and Hanger are also con- 
cerned that removing the fence would 
provide new hiding areas for people in- 
volved in drug activity. | 

“That area has a high incidence of drug 
sales and out-of-town drug dealers,” Lee 
said. “I don’t want to make it any easier for 


them to operate. I know that the neighbors 
are fed up with them, too.” : 

Hanger said removing the fence opens up 
the potential for drownings, and the easy 
escape of people who may be involved in 
illegal activity in the park. 

Even entertaining such an idea “makes 
no sense whatsoever,” she said. 

Hanger also said she was frustrated by 
the fact that the final plan for the rehabili- 
tation of Pitt Park, which calls for recon- 
struction of the ball field, the addition of a 
new play structure and other amenities, 
made no mention of removing the fence. 
Nor did it include the installation of a new 
and lower fence made up of posts and 
shrubbery. 

But that was exactly why the issue ap- 
peared on the park commissioners’ agenda, 
said Ward 2 City Councilor Timothy J. 
DiSilva. At the time the Pitt Park rehabili- 
tation plan was approved, the city had not 
yet learned that it had received a grant 
through the National Park Service to de- 
sign a greenway system along the banks of 
the Housatonic. Thus, DiSilva, Boyle and 
Michael Makes of the Parks Commission 
appeared at the meeting to have the. plan 
amended. | 


‘One piece of the puzzle’ 


DiSilva said he understands the safety 
concerns of the neighbors. 

“We weuld address that by putting up a 
barrier that would prevent children from 
wandering into the river, but would also 
provide access for older children and 
adults who want to use the river for recre- 
ation. 

“We aren’t singling out Pitt Park,” he 
said. “We are looking forward to the future 
of the river walk and the role that Pitt Park 


will play in that. This is just one piece of 


the puzzle.” 

Other areas to be included in the river 
walk are Fred Garner Park off Pomeroy 
Avenue, the Mill Pond area off Wahconah 
Street, and the river walk that Pioneer 
Development has agreed to construct near 
its planned Wal-Mart development. 





Drunks, gunshots are motivation 
behind city crime watch meetin 


By Susan Etkind 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Rowdy drunks 
and gunshots in Springside Park 
and housebreaks and a stolen car 
radio on Stoddard Avenue were 
among the concerns voiced by 
residents at a meeting called to 
establish neighborhood crime 
watches in the Springside and 
Morningside neighborhoods. They 


also reported instances of van- 
dalism and drug dealing. 

Douglas Crocker of Tyler 
Street, who organized the meet- 
ing, said the impetus was “read- 
ing in The Berkshire Eagle every 
single day of all the drug busts. 
Common sense tells you it’s only 
a matter of time. We’re trying to 
nip it in the bud before it gets out 
of hand.” 

Dave Lundy of Springside Av- 
enue, who was at the meeting 
with his 14-year-old son, Jon- 
athan, said, “We want to get 
[Springside Park] straightened 
out and cleaned up so the kids 
can play there.” 

Police Officer Kim Bertelli- 
Supranowicz, the department’s 
crime-prevention officer, told the 
25 people who met at Morning- 
side School on Thursday night 
that the next step would be to 
meet street by street to establish 


crime watches. They would be in | 


o-y 


good company. There are more 
than 50 streets in the city with 
organized crime watches, . she 
said. 

“A crime watch is being a nosy 
neighbor,” Bertelli-Supranowicz 
told the group, which included 
people of all ages. 

Crime watches have been ef- 
fective elsewhere in the city, she 
said, but stressed that they can 


only work if people call the po- 


lice. “‘If you don’t call us, we 
don’t know what’s going on. We 
can’t be everywhere,” she said. 


And for those people concerned 
about retaliation, she said, “You 
don’t have to leave your name. 
We still have to respond.” | 

Represented at the meeting 
were residents of Springside, 
Stoddard and Draper avenues, 
and Wahconah, Parker, Tyler, 
Brown, Lincoln, Kellogg, Pine 
and Maple streets, among others. 


Public facilities and improvements 


$50,000 for sidewalk reconstruction in the west side and Mornignside nei ghborhoods. 
Involves approximately 3,000 linear feet at various locations to be reconstructed of 
concrete or asphalt. 

$45,000 for the purchase and planting of approximately 100 shade trees for placement 
in the west side and Morningside neighborhoods as well as scattered sites in other 
income eligible neighborhoods. 

$7,000 for improvements at the Ralph Froio Senior Center. The new Space will provide 
care for elders, many with Alzheimer’s disease. Improvements include ceiling repair 
lighting, painting. : 
$269,100 for parks including the design and construction of improvements at Tucker 
Crow, Mill Pond, Morningside Community School playground, Pitt, Conte Community 
School playground and Dewey. 
$20,000 for the installation of wheelchair ramps at approximately 30 curb cuts. The 
sites will be selected in conjunction with the mayor’s Handicap Advisory Committee 
$18,963 (as interim assistance) for final site work associated with th | 


93 e emergenc 
demolition of the Palace Theatre. tg 


Park board 


postpones 


decision 
on gate 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Park 
Commission last night delayed 
until its next meeting a decision 
on whether a gate across Kirvin 
Park’s main access road should 
remain locked 24 hours a day. 

’ The policy of keeping the gate 
locked except for certain high 
school sporting events was estab- 
lished by the commission in May. 

- Reconsideration of the policy 
was urged by Councilor at large 
Peter G. Arlos, who appeared 
briefly at a public hearing at 
Morningside Community School. 
He said it is unfair to deny full 
access to the park just because a 
few “irresponsible people” misuse 
it. | 

Also, said Arlos, the actions of 
such people should not be allowed 
to dictate public policy. 


Less litter, noise 


Following his departure from 
the hearing, however, many of the 
25 people in attendance rose to 
urge the commission to keep the 
gate locked. They said that since 
vehicles’ access to the park has 
been restricted, vandalism has 
decreased and there is much less 
litter and noise. 

But locking the gate also pre- 
vents elderly and handicapped 
people from making full use of the 
park, opponents of the policy ar- 
gued. Several people spoke in 
support of a compromise advanced 
by Councilor at large Gerald S. 


Doyle Jr., who said he has spoken | 
to Police Chief Gerald M. Lee and 
gained Lee’s assurance that the 
park could be adequately patrolled 
if the gate were open from daw? 


to dusk. [}- Bee 


The community development department also designates $296,906 for administration of 


programs. This money covers oversight management, monitorin inati 
: 0 ; ; g and coordination of the 
block grant program. In addition, $10,000 is allocated for the provision of Fair Housing 


services and counseling to residents. Another $43,060 is designated as q contingency fund 
to cover overruns from any projects. f, ] 23/7 Y 
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Suspicious fire 
_ heavily damages 


Onota bathhouse 


PITTSFIELD — A fire of suspi- 
clous origin heavily damaged the 
recently refurbished bathhouse at 
Burbank Park on Onota Lake late 
last night. 


The fire, which was reported at 
10:57 p.m. by residents of the lake 
Shore who spotted smoke, de- _ 
stroyed two walls of the structure, 
which contains bathroom facilities, 


neighbors, shade trees, 
ple in the area 


le time and money on 
d more than $130,000 
Next spring, 


Last night’s fire was the third in 
the area since Halloween, when a 
dumpster was set ablaze. On Nov. 
10, a fire did minor damage to the 
same structure that burned last 
night. 


Along with the blaze at the 
bathhouse, firefighters doused two 
grass fires in the park last night. 
The sequence and connection, if 
any, between the grass fires and 
the structure fire had not been 
established, said Duffy. 
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“Kirvin Park main gate will stay locked 


The city parks commission voted Monday to keep the ga 
closed to cars. Keys will be made available to groups tha 


te at Kirvin Park, . 
t use the park's) 


athletic fields. The gate was locked two years ago in response to complaints. 


by neighbors of vandalism and parties in the park. 

Commission member Richard Scapin cast the lone diss 
thing is, we’re locking people out — this is a city par 
the people,” Scapin said. “I would like to see it locke 


— let’s try that.” 


Chairman Anthony Massimiano favored keeping 
apparently had a bad problem down there and we seem 
problem — if something's not broke then why fix 1 

Massimiano also noted that at a recent public 
strongly supported keeping the gat 
day,” Massimiano said. “The peop 


very strong feelings.” ? 
Scapin said that locking the gate waste 
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work goes to 


Chicopee firm 


PITTSFIELD — Mountainview. 
Landscaping and Lawn Care of 
Chicopee was the low bidder for 
repairs and other improvements 
planned this summer for Tucker 
and Raymond Crow playgrounds. 

The Chicopee firm yesterday 
submitted a bid for $124,755, said 
Robert B. Tone Jr., the city’s 
purchasing agent. Petricca Con- 
struction Co. had the next lowest 
bid of $138,660, followed by J.H. 


_Maximillian. Construetion Co. at 
$179,737 and Northern Construc- 
tion Co. of Palmer, with a bid of 

$188,522. | 


Robert S. Mellace of the De- 

partment of Community Devel- 
opment, which is financing and 
supervising the projects, said the 
Chicopee firm’s bid was fairly 
close to what the DCD had antic- 
ipated. 
_Mellace said construction will 
likely begin in mid-August with 
completion set for mid-October. 
The company will do some land- 
Sscaping and’ excavation, install 
benches, picnic tables and light- 
ing, and construct new play- 
ground equipment for the chil- 
dren. 

The Berkshire Design Group, 
which provided the: designs for 
both playgrounds, will oversee 
the work, Mellace said. 

Earlier this summer, the DCD 
completed the renovations to Pitt 
Park, and improvements to Conte 
Playground are under. way, Mel- 
lace said. 

_At Conte, the DCD and the 
Westside Neighborhood Advisory 
Council collaborated on the 
project, with the council raising 
funds for the equipment, and the 
DCD financing the walkways, 
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enting vote. “The! 
k and it should be for} 
d from dusk to dawn| 


the gate locked. “We' 
to have solved that | 
t?” Massimiano said. 
hearing neighbors had_ 
e locked. “We’re not down there every 
le that are down there every day have | 
yI-AD- TY 


s the park’s two athletic fields. 
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Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff | 


Fate of fence between Pitt Park and Housatonic River will be the topic of future | 


‘discussions between city officials and neighbrhood residents. 


Park Commission postpones ruling 
on fence between Pitt Park, river | 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A 6-foot-high fence that separates 


is Pitt Park from the Housatonic River will remain in 


place for now. 
As requested by City Councilor James M. Boyle of 


Ward 6, the Board of Park Commissioners last night 


_.postponed action concerning the fence until Boyle 


has a chance to meet with neighborhood residents 


_- and:city officials to discuss the issue further. 


Boyle has said that it may be possible for the 
architect who designed the rehabilitation of Pitt 
Park to come up with an idea that will allow the 
river to be an accessible feature of the park, but 
also keep small children away from the water. 

' The idea to remove the fence was brought to the 


yls 194 


' 


; 


| 


and a member of the Conservation Commission, who 
are among the leaders in a community effort to} 
enhance the role of the Housatonic River. | 

Essentially, they want the river to become an) 
aspect of the park and not just something that exists | 
on the other side of a fence, they said. 

However, the proposal encountered opposition 
from some residents of the neighborhoods served by 
the park, who argued that removing the fence would 
provide new places for people engaged in drug 
activity to hide. Also, they said, removing the fence. 
increases the potential for drownings. er 

Police Chief Gerald M. Lee added his voice to the 
opposition, saying that the fence is not only a safety 
precaution, it also serves as an effective barrier 
that prevents drug dealers from disappearing into 


_ trees, picnic tables, and benches. | 
Ld the overgrown riverbank of the Housatonic. Se 


| | Parks Commission last month by two city councilors 


} 
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activities for children throughout 
the summer. 

~ “But we can have a park system 
that brings together neighbor- 
hoods. We should concentrate on 
at least 10 parks where that could 
happen.” 


City has changed 


Nilan understands that Pitts- 
field has changed considerably 
from the, time when mothers once 
sent their children off to the 
parks to spend a summer day. 
Today, there is no end to camping 
opportunities and other kinds of 
activities that have gradually 
filled the roles once occupied by 
the parks. 

“Thus, Nilan realizes that if 
Pittsfield parks are to get a sec- 
ond chance, the system must 
reinvent itself. 

One idea, he said, is that parks 
must cease to exist exclusively 
for children and youth activities 
and become more of a center for 
family and neighborhood recre- 
ation and get-togethers. 

But for that to work, the neigh- 
borhoods themselves will have to 
take a leadership role in their 
parks, Nilan said, appointing 
committees to oversee the parks 
and organize their use. 

“This is something that would 
not cost Pittsfield that much. For 
a minimal amount of effort, the 
city would get a great benefit,” 
Nilan said. “You can do that with 
the parks.” 

Also, he said, the idea fits 
nicely in Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly’s overall goal of generally 
sprucing up the city and making 


S — school property 
P — included in park property 
PHA — Pittsfield Housing Authority 


Pittsfield vibrant once again. 

For his part, Reilly sounds ini- 
tially circumspect about pros- 
pects for the parks. 

“We really have to look very 
closely at this,” the mayor said. 
“We have to look at what the 


‘We can have a 
park system that 
brings together 
neighborhoods. We 
should concentrate 
on at least 10 parks 
where that could 
happen.’ 

— Clifford Nilan 


plans are. We are already spend- 
ing community development 
money on the parks. Let’s have a 
plan before we spend any more 
[city] money.” 

Reilly is referring to $270,000 in 
federal money, part of the Com- 
munity Development Block Grant 
money administered by the city’s 
Department of Community De- 
velopment, that is going toward 
the restoration of three parks this 
year. 

Pitt, Tucker and Crowe play- 
grounds, all in low-income areas, 
will be getting lavish attention, 
with new ball fields, play struc- 
tures and other amenities. 

“These are truly the neighbor- 
hood parks,” Nilan said. “They 
are all in desperate need of revi- 
talization. The. kids in those 
neighborhoods need to have an 
opportunity to have something to 
do.” 

But Nilan and others say there 
is much more to be done. The 
Board of Park Commissioners has 
a list of priorities, though a more 
complete agenda for parks will be 
developed once the board blends 
in the ideas of the City Council- 
ors. 

Boyle, who initiated the idea of 
the $1 million to be made avail- 
able .to the parks through the 
city’s capital outlay budget, says 
the parks should be looked at as 
sources of economic growth. 

One idea to figure on the lists 


* 


of both Boyle and Ward 7 City | 
Councilor Joseph O. Guzzo is the | 
development of a camping facility | 
at Burbank Park on Onota Lake 
to draw tourists to Pittsfield. 

Councilor at large Angelo C. 
Stracuzzi focused his ideas on a 
program to improve the quality — 
and thus the recreational value — | 
of the city’s two lakes. Councilor 
at large Peter G. Arlos lists the 
need to resurface basketball 
courts, to purchase new play- 
ground equipment and to make 
repairs to fences, access roads 
and ball fields. | 

Ward 5 City Councilor Frances 
B. Marinaro said a large modern 
play structure like the one built 
at the Common by a committee is 
needed for Clapp Park. 

several of the councilors have 
pointed to the need for a new 
girls’ softball complex and re- 
construction of the entry way to 
Burbank Park. Everyone wants 
updated equipment, restroom fa- 
cilities and better maintenance. 

Boyle observed that while other 
cities are looking into land for 
parks and recreational areas, 
Pittsfield “is already blessed with 
park land that just needs to be 
developed.” 

“I feel the city is prepared to 
now move forward in upgrading 
the parks,” he said. “The com- 
munity as a whole supports this.” 





~ Councilors endorse Mayor Reilly's plan 
for $6.4 million in capital spending 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City Council last night 
gave preliminary approval to Mayor Edward 
M. Reilly’s $6.4 million capital budget for 
fiscal year 1995. | 


The Council is scheduled to take final ac- 


tion on the spending plan when it meets on 
Tuesday at 7:30. 


Sitting as a committee of the whole last 
night, the Council recommended only minor 
alterations to the budget proposal, which 
Reilly has said represents a reinvestment in 
the city’s aging infrastructure. 


Street improvements 


One of the budget’s major expenditures — 
$1.8 million — will go toward implementing 
the second step in the three-year plan to 


improve streets. The money will finance the 
paving of nine streets this summer. 


In addition, $860,000 has been budgeted for 
replacement of the sewer line on lower 
Peck’s Road. Also for the first time, the mayor 
included $250,000 for the demolition of dere- 
lict houses. 


Vehicle purchases 


The capital budget also includes money for 
several vehicles: $20,000 for a police cruiser; 
$90,000 for a 4-yard loader; $75,000 for two 
patch trucks; $60,000 for a compressor truck, 
and $80,000 for a tractor, loader and backhoe, 


The budget did not contain a dollar amount 
for improvement of the city’s parks, but the 
Council recommended last night that $100,000 
be budgeted proVisionally until the Parks 
Commission submits an itemized list of its 
needs and their estimated costs. 


Also last night, the Council gave provisiona! 
approval to most of the items on Reilly’s list. 
of projects for resurfacing and repairing 
tennis courts, sidewalks and driveways at the 
city’s schools. 

The total estimated cost of the projects is 
$350,000, which is likely to be formally added 
to the bottom line of the capital budget next 
week. 

Among the projects proposed is resurfacing 
the driveways and parking areas at Conte 
Community School ($100,000), and installing 


parking spaces reserved for handicapped 


people at various schools ($50,000). Resurfac- 
ing of tennis courts and driveways also is 
planned at Herberg Middle School ($57,000) .— 
and at Reid Middle School ($63,000). 

A request for an appropriation of $300,000 to 
continue a program of repairs and renova- 
tions at the Berkshire Athenaeum also was 
approved. 


The Pittsfield Gazette, May 19, 1994 


Gun owners group sets 


rally at Park Square 


A pro-gun group will hold a rally 
at Park Square on Saturday, October 
15 at 1 p.m. 

The Parks Commission approved 
the use of the center city location 
Monday, stipulating that the Respon- 
sible Gun Owners of the Berkshires 
coordinate traffic concerns with po- 
lice and clean up any litter. 

Coordinator Richard Griffin said 
the group’s second rally comes at a 
time when anti-gun groups “are at- 
tempting to turn our right to own a 
gun into a privilege.” 

Griffin said that “these organiza- 
tions are relentless in trying to slip in 
federal regulations against law-abid- 
ing gun owners.” . 

The event, modelled after a similar 
one held in March, will features sev- 
eral speakers. Griffin said it would 
stress the dissemination of informa- 
tion and that no guns would beat the 
site. 

Members of the commission unani- 
mously approved the use of the park 
based on a report that the group met 
organizationaland clean-up require- 
ments at its last event. Chairman 
Anthony Massimiano told Griffin 
that the group’s vote was unrelated 
to the content of the event. 

Protocol 

Commissioner Bob Smith sug- 
gested that informal rules regarding 
In other action, the committee approved the installation of a fence to use of the park be put into simple 
Park. The PHS soccer team boosters will assist with the project. written form for all groups to com- 
The commitfee also voted to let the city council know that it favors exploring the use of GEAA property oe | 


* . . “ | : 
as well as other sites for the goal of developing a girls softball complex. pied te (a cae ee 


cation,” said Smith. 

In other matters, commissioners 
discussed problems experienced this 
past summer at Pontoosuc Lake with 
swimmers going near the boat ramp 
area. Members decided to erect new 
signs next Spring but noted that the 
issue has-recurred for years. 


Members of the city’s parks commission reviewed an improvement proposal for Burbank Park on 
Monda y. The city is applying for $325,000 in state funding to match a proposed $153,000 municipal 
allocation. Top priority would be improving roads and parking lots at the park. Also under consideration 
are a gatehouse, athletic field and three tennis courts. 

From left: City community development specialist Bob Mellace; young park user Matthew Mellace; 


new park commission member Bob Smith; parks supervisor John Marchesi: and commission member 
Anthony Massimiano. 


protect the soccer field at Kirvin 


Parks board promises public ice skating 


Seeking to avoid problems that limited public skating at the First Street 
Common in recent winters, parks commission members pledged Monday 
to coordinate efforts to ensure skating this year. | 

“Let’s do something and not let it happen again this December,” said Cliff. 
Nilan. He urged communication with the fire department — which helps 
flood the skating area — as well as maintenance crews. 

Nilan also proposed having sports booster clubs operate a concession in 
the park’s warming hut as an amenity: “This could be special for families 
with a few nights of skating during vacation week.” / 





Calls froin Sania 


Carnival | 
set Dec. 12, 13 


Family Day on Onota Lake 


day for 


Ge, @eBe 
families 
By Jeffrey Borak 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD 
n ice fishing derby; sliding, 
Aesting and snowshoe 
races; 
and a golf tournament on ice will 
all be part of the festivities on 
Onota Lake on Sunday when the 
Pittsfield: Winter Sports Commit- 
tee holds its annual Family Day 
as part of the 49th annual Winter 
Carnival. 
' With the exception of the ice 
fishing derby, which begins at 
7:30 a.m., the events are sched- 
uled from noon to 4 at or near the 
Frank Controy Pavilion. 

Access will be via the Lakeway 
Drive entrance to Burbank Park, 
off Valentine Road. No one will 
be allowed in the Peck’s Road 
entrance. 

The ice fishing derby will carry 
a grand prize for the largest fish, 
and first, second and third place 
for men, women, boys and girls — 
the largest fish of any species in 
each division. All fish, regardless: 
of size, should be brought -in for 
measuring by 3 p.m. Registration 
will be between 7 and 11 am. 
There is no registration fee for 
children. 


Sled races 


Sliding and. skating races will 
begin between 1 and 2, with rib- 
bons and trophies awarded in 
each division — 11l- and 12-year- 
olds: 8-to-10; 6 and 7; and under 6. 


. Youngsters in the under-6 cate- — 


gory in the sled races must be 
accompanied by an adult. All 
types of skates may be used in 


the skating races. Only plastic - 


sleds will be allowed in the sled 
races. There is no entry fee. En- 
try forms are available at the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation office at 874 North St. They. 
also will be available at Controy 
Pavilion on Sunday morning at 11. 

Golf enthusiasts can have a 
field day on the ice beginning at 
noon when the Family Day Golf 
on Ice Tournament tees off. Reg- 
istration will be on the lake in 
the vicinity of the pavilion. Prizes 
will be awarded. Golf balls will 
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Final planning sdssionl 
set for Halloween event 
. PITTSFIELD — The final meet- 
ing for the 50th annual Halloween 


Parade will be Friday at 7 p.m. at 
the Department of Parks and 


Recreation at 874 North St. 


Any organization planning to 
enter a float, marching unit or 
band has been asked to send a 


_ representative to the meeting. 


Those who are unable to attend 
may contact the department at 
499-9343. The parade will be 


Monday, Oct. 31, at 7 p.m. 


snow sculpturing, . 


@ FAMILY DAY, from Dl 


be furnished. Golfers will have to 


bring their own clubs. 

Also at noon is a snow sculp- 
turing contest for families and 
organizations. Cash prizes-will be 
awarded for first, second and 


. third place. 


New to Family Day this year 
are snowshoe races and a kite- 
flying contest. The kite-flying 
contest will award prizes for the 
highest flying kite, the most 
unique kite, and the funniest kite. 
Snowshoe races will feature tro- 


ond-and third-place winners in 
several age categories. — 


Schedule of Events 


7-11: Ice fishing derby registration — 

7:30-3: Ice fishing derby 

11-1: Skating and sled race registration 

Noon-3: Golf on ice tournament — 

Noon-2: Ice sculpture demonstration 

Noon-4: Snow sculpture competition; 
sleigh rides; Fire Department truck on 
display; bonfire; Bouncy Bounce; snow- 
shoe races; kite flying contest 


1: Sled races iJaalay 


2: Skating races 


PITTSFIELD — For the 
year, the Department of Parks ae 
Recreation’s Santa volunteers and 
operators will be making personal 
telephone calls to Pittsfield chil- 
dren from the Berkshire County 
Savings Bank on Monda | Dec. 12. 


from 4:30 to 8, and Tuesd 
13, from 4:30 to 7. ) eke soe 


- Information sheets have been 


_sent home with children in Kin- 


dergarten through Grade 2. 


Forms also are available | 
at the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 


ation office at 874 North St. All 


phies awarded to the first-, sec- 


=~ = =— —_- =- 


forms are to be returned + 
fice by Friday, Dec. 9. age 


Girls Inc. plans 


Halloween bash 


PITTSFIELD — Girls Incorpo- 
rated will have its annual Hallow- 
een party Tuesday, Oct. 25, from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. The party will begin 
with a grand march in the gym- _ 
nasium, followed by costume 
judging. 

Prizes will be awarded for the 
funniest, scariest and most origi- 
nal. 

Other activities will include 
bobbing for apples, musical chairs, 
pumpkin decorating and a room of 
mystery hosted by pre-teen and 
teen groups at the center. Re- 
freshments will be served. 


The Department of Parks. and 
Recreation Rika elt - se ing ul 
event, which is open to the public. 


ep is for children in Kin- 
dergarten through Grade 7. 

Tickets are $1 and should be 
purchased in advance since space 
is limited. More information is 
available from the club, at 442- 


5174. {ob ees! i ¥ 


The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee’s annual Family Day held 
Sunday at Onota Lake attracted several hundred participants for 
activities ranging from skating races to a full ‘golf-on-Ice course. | 
One decorative highlight was provided by BCC instructors and 
students who demonstrated ice carving techniques. os) 3 3 -4 : 


Winter Carnival Family Day results 


The following are results from the 49th Winter Carnival Family Day 
held Jan. 30: 


Snowshoe races 
Adults: 1. Wanda Prentice, 2. Pete Nixon, 3. Steve Samuels. 
Children: 1. Kelley Samuels, 2. Megan Samuels, 3. Shannon McKeever. 
Kite flying - 
1. Larry Gero, 2. Tom and Elizabeth Goggins. 
Snow sculptures 

4. The Phillips family (bears in antique car), 2. the Kennedys-Thompsons (sea serpent), 3. 

the Mele family (fisherman holding his catch). 
’ Golf on ice, 9 holes 

4. Warren Abele 33, 2. Mark Hubley 34, 3. Pete Vacchina 35. 

Sled races : 

Boys under 6: 1. Patrick Northrup, 2. Matt Tuccio, 3. Timothy Goggins. 

Boys 6-7: 1. Eddie Pezze, 2. Corey Michaels, 3. Mike Candelit. 

Boys 8-10: 1. Steve Winters, 2. Jason Smith, 3. Shawn Smith. 

Boys 11-12: 1. Doug Zahn, 2. Jim Winters, 3. Gerard Jones. 

Girls under 6; 1. Nicole Farrar, 2. Shana Anscimonizt, 3. Molly Northrup. 

Girls 6-7: 1. Mary Thomas, 2. Haili Polo-Heil, 3. Vicky Hough. 

Girls 8-10: 1. Meghan Eddy, 2. Brooke Hubley, 3. Ashley Thomas. 

Girls 11-12: 1. Shannon McKeever, 2. Alison Robertson, 3. Erinn Kennedy. 

Ice fishing 

Grand prize: Bob Fields — salmon, 3 pounds, 4 ounces, 20% inches. 

Men’s division: 1. Pat Andrews — pickerel, 1 pound, 3 ounces, 17% inches; 2. Robert 
Green — pickerel, 1 pound, 2 ounces, 17 inches; 3. Dennis Melle — pickerel, 10 ounces, 13 
inches. — 

Ladies’ division: Ann Stevens — perch, 8 ounces, 97% inches. . 

Boys’ division: 1. Bob Stevens — pickerel, 2 pounds, 2 ounces, 20% inches, 2. John 
Martin — pickerel, 1 pound, 16% inches; 3. Joey Melle — pickerel, 1 pound, 16 inches. 

Girls’ division: 1. Rachel Stevens — perch, 10 ounces, 10% inches. 

Skating 
- Girls’ 6 & under: 1. Molly Northrup, 2. Andrea Jones, 3. Erica Prentice. 

Girls’ 6-7: 1. Lauren Bell, 2. Amanda Prentice and Jaquelin Fortier, 3. Mary Thomas. 

Girls’ 8-10: 1. Sara Wesley, 2. Lynn Wesley, 3, Ashley Thomas and Kristy Dottavio. 

Girls 11-12: 1. Erinn Kennedy, 2. Sarah Eddy, 3. Sarah Rattigan. 

Boys under 6: 1. Adam Killeen and Anthony Dottavio, 2. Brian Fortier, 3. Timothy Goggins. 


Boys’ 6-7: 1. Eddie Pezze. EN q ; a uf 


Boys’ 11-12: 1. David McAlister. 





Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff | 


The Christmas tree at Park Square, a 32-foot blue spruce donated « 

‘by Thomas and Penny Angelini in memory of Lorraine Dery, was © 
lighted last night at 7. Tim Goggins, 5, of Pittsfield is waiting for | 
the caroling to begin. 
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By Darienne J. Hosley 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — A diverse crowd filled 

the refurbished Pitt Park yesterday <af- 
ternoon, enjoying near-perfect weather 
for the annual Gather-In community 
celebration of African-American heri- 
tage. 

Gospel, jazz, funk and blues music 
were at the center of the festival, which 
featured a variety of vendors, soul food, 
informational booths and children’s 
games. 

Traffic was clogged between parked 
ears on both sides of the street in the 
area of the park and may have contrib- 
uted to an accident that sent a girl to the 
hospital. 

Police said Joanna Rosario, 14, of 8 
Christopher Arms was turning east from 
John Street onto Columbus Avenue when 
she was struck by a car heading west on ° 
Columbus. She was taken to Berkshire 
Medical Center and admitted. She was 
scheduled to undergo surgery for a frac- 
tured left ankle. 

Police identified the driver as Erich P. 
Wickenheiser, 35, of 10 Riverview West, 
Apt. 10. Wickenheiser is not. being 
charged in the accident. 


But inside the park, spirits remained 
high. 

“The whole community is welcome. 
People just come at their own leisure,” 
said Elaine Goines, a mother of eight 
who has been going to the Gather-Ins 
since the first was held in 1968. 

“People seem to enjoy it a lot — it’s a 
spotlight for the community. It’s a place 
where people can start to appreciate 
what’s going on in the community,” she 
sald. 

Run by the Christian Center and the 
Association for Basic Community De- 
velopment and Education, the fair ben- 
efits youth-oriented tutoring, education 
and after-school programs run by the 
two organizations. 

The Rev. Willard H. Durant, director 
of the Christian Center, said he was 
happy with the large turnout, although 
the musical entertainment was running 
a little behind schedule. Previously, he 
said, performers were brought in from 
‘outside the area. 
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Photo by Will McCoy \ 


“This year, we thought we'd see what = Far] Austin Sr. of Pittsfield grilled chicken at the Gather-In yesterday | 
GATHER, continued on B4.-.—s at: Pitt Park in Pittsfield. 





Carnival 


b=3te a4 
Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eag.e Staff 
Winning the prize for most unusual kite at yester- crosspieces and a snipped-up Berkshire Eagle wrap- 
day’s Pittsfield Winter Carnival family day was Larry _ per fora tail. Kite-flying was a new event this year at 
Gero, 76, who used wrapping paper, a yardstick for the Onota Lake festivities. Other photos, Page B3. 


ve Auto ice trials slated this weekend 


Notes and such : Onota Lake will host the 34th annual auto ice trials this weekend, an 
¢ The only county political race that is attracting candidates remains event that is part of the 49th annual Pittsfield Winter Carnival. | 
the county commission — probably the one of the least interest to most The event, held in cooperation with the Mohawk-Hudson Region of 
Pittsfield residents. the Sports Car Club of America, is open to all types of automobiles, 
Michael Stracuzzi, who had made murmurs regarding a possible run with registration Saturday and Sunday mornings at 9:30 at Controy 
for the state representative seat held by Peter Larkin, turned in some Pavilion, off Lakeway Drive. 
nomination paper signatures last week, so may actually be running. Drive-arounds for course familiarization will be at 10 a.m. each day, 
Otherwise it’s all incumbents at this point. with timed runs each day at 11. The Saturday and Sunday events are 
¢ Congratulations are due to the organizers of the city’s annual Easter separate competitions. jens | 3 
ege hunt — including the Exchange Club, Boys’ & Girls’ Club and Parks PCC IA Ay ATG: Ure Bite PS) ON andi cert cet Te 
Department. After a messy event last year when obnoxious parents separately. The winding course is about a mile long. Trophies will be 


‘led Hie tan: thi i : Sa Ee awarded to the top three finishers in five classes (front engine with 
spoiled the fun, everything went like clockwork this year — delighting rear wheel drive, rear engine with rear wheel drive, front engine with 


Riedy OL Sareea 4-1 a » ( ae Jonathan Levin ya front wheel drive, 4-wheel drive and other specialized vehicles) with — 
separate categories for studded and non-studded tires. 
Helmets must be worn and seat belts must be used. The entry fee is 
$15, For further information, contact chairman Bruce Taylor (442-4774) 
or Clark Nicholls (243-3433 home, 494-3561 work). _\ fo- 4 iS 
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Trick-or-treat 2 oges 
Oct. 30 in Pittsfield Parks Department, Tennis Association set summer lessons 

PITTSFIELD — The Board The Pittsfield Public Parks tennis ment for local juniors and adults to 11-18, the junior team, adult begin- 
of Park Commissioners has program will begin June 27 and run: learn tennis. ners and adult intermediate. Cost of 
announced that trick-or-treat through August 5. Classes will be offered for begin- the classes is $40. 
night will take place in The program is designed to pro- ners aged six to 10, advanced begin- Adult classes will be held at 
Pittsfield on Sunday; Oct. 30,. vide a fun and inexpensive environ- ners aged 11-18; intermediates aged LakewoodPark. Junior classes will 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. Children an be held at Lakewood and at Herberg | 
should be accompanied by. Middle School. 
adults, the board said. Pe ee organizers of the city’ s annual Easter For more information, contact the 


Also, the Halloween Pa- athe ; oes Sree 

ee eat reid on Modday egg hunt — including the Exchange Club, Boys’ & Girls’ Club and Parks Berkshire County Tennis Se eric 

evening, Oct. 31, at 7 p.m Department. After a messy event last year when obnoxious parents at 499-2273. lo ra) — T v 
, CR es spoiled the fun, everything went like clockwork this year — delighting 


aad hundreds of youngsters. G=7.- F Fe 
| — Jonathan Levine 
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Counting egg 


Youngsters counted their loot Saturday afternoon following the city’s annual Easter 


Egg Hunt. The even 


_ was dividied into four separate age groupings. Participants encircled a large floor filled with thousands 
of plastic eggs. In addition to jelly beans inside eggs, twenty youngsters found special prize eggs. 


Spate of 13 fires. 


has chief 


m@ FIRES, from Bl 


The chief believes that setting 
fires may be a new form of van- 
dalism practiced by local teens or 
young adults who formerly did 
damage with spray paint on build- 
ings or by throwing rocks through 
windows. 


‘Grudge fires’ 


Tobin also speculated that the 
fires may be a new way for youths 
to settle disputes. The chief called 
them “grudge fires.” 

“There were no apparent rea- 
sons for any of them,” Tobin said. 
“We could not find any accidental 
cause..” 

In any case, the abundance of 
calls is taking its toll on the Fire 
Department, the chief said. In 
addition to the 13 suspicious 
blazes, the firefighters have also 
been called to 50 other house, ap- 


pliance, car and electrical fires . 


since the first of the month. About 
200 other types of medical, rescue 
and “hazardous condition” calls 
also have been responded to, he 
said. 

Included in that number was a 
three-alarm blaze at Columbia 
Arms last Sunday that forced the 
evacuation of the building and 
sent a resident to the hospital with 
burns. 

“This is very tough on the 
men,’ Tobin said yesterday. 
‘When you start going to two and 
three fires a shift ... it starts to 
take a toll.” 

The rash of suspicious fires 
started on Nov. 1 when a com- 
mercial dumpster at 11 Orchard 
St. was set afire. The fire spread to 
a nearby house but was extin- 
guished by firefighters. 

That same night, the porch of a 
house at 57 Cherry St. was doused 
with gasoline, but the vandal or 
vandals were frightened away by 
the occupants, Tobin said. 

On the night of Nov. 4, a 
dumpster outside Max Okun 
Wayside Furniture at 2 Brown St. 
was set on fire twice. — 

Store manager Steve Zuidema 
said the experience has left him 
“nervous.” . 

“We’re looking at different ideas 
to cope with this problem,” he 
said. In the meantime,’ the 
dumpster has been moved away 
from the building itself and is 
emptied more often, so that there 
is very little to burn. 

“Three fires were set at 283 
Francis Ave. during the early 
morning hours of Nov. 6. At 5 a.m. 
that morning, firefighters were 
next called to 114 Lenox Ave., 
where a garage was ablaze. 

On Nov. 13, another suspicious 
fire was reported at 1 Monteleone 
Place, Tobin said. 

And between Nov. 1 and Mon- 


day evening, firefighters re- 4 


sponded to five calls at Burbank 
Park. 

Anthony G. Massimiano, 
chairman of the Park Commission, 
said the bathhouse destroyed by 
fire was. the former concession 
stand, which had been converted 
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worried 


into restrooms for fishermen and 
picnickers. 

“This is a significant loss,” 
Massimiano said yesterday. “It’s 
going to have to be taken down.” 

The chairman was not yet sure 
if the building will be replaced. If 
so, “it’s going to be costly,” Mas- 
simiano said. 

Ward 7 City Councilor Joseph O. 
Guzzo said yesterday he is “furi- 
ous” about the Burbank Park 
fires. 

“It is so disheartening to see 
people torch the place like that,” 
Guzzo said. “I’ve worked very 
hard on the Burbank Park 
cleanup, and now I’m working 
with the Department of Commu- 
nity Development on finishing the 
roadway. We’re trying to get 
camping established in the area. 
We’re focusing on Burbank Park 
— trying to make it better — and 
there are people burning the place 
down.” 

Guzzo said there is a telephone 
switching station next to the 
bathhouse that burned Monday 
night. The heat from the fire dis- 
continued phone service in the 
area for hours, putting the elderly 
and sick out of contact. 

Guzzo said he intends to find 
out if the building was insured. If 
so, he said, he will work to see 
that the insurance funds are fun- 
neled back to the Parks Depart- 
ment to finance a replacement. 

Yesterday, firefighters re- 
sponded to a fire in a roughly 
constructed children’s fort at the 
rear of 92 Lincoln St. The incident 
is also under investigation. Tobin 
has not yet determined if the most 
recent call could be classified in 
the same suspicious category as 
the others. 


Eagle reporter D.R. Bahlman | 


contributed to this story. 


Meeting called © 
to organize oe 
Halloween parade 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the first organiza- 
tional meeting on the 50th annual 
Halloween parade has been set for 
tomorrow at 7 p.m. at the Spring- 
side House, 874 North St. 


Local organizations have been 

- invited to attend the meeting if 

they plan to enter a float, band. or 
marching unit. 

All entries must have a theme 
that is Halloween-related and any 
group wishing to participate 
should have a representative at 
this meeting, according to an an- 
nouncement from the Department 
of Parks and Recreation. 


Groups interested in further in- 
formation may call the depart- 
ment at 499-9343. 


The parade will be Monday, Oct. 
31, with a rain date of Nov. 1, and 
will begin at 7 p.m. 

The event is co-sponsored by the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation and the sf s of Italy of 
Pittsfield. 9 } te G Y 


Boys’ and Girls’ Club 
plans Halloween party 


PITTSFIELD — The Boys’ and 
Girls’ Club will hold its annual 
Halloween party on Thursday 
from 6:15 to 8 p.m. 

This year’s party will have a 
carnival theme, and will again be 
co-sponsored ee De- 
partment. The ckrb’s senior leader, 
a high school group, is responsible 
for organizing the party. 

The party is open to any club 
member between the ages of 6-12. 
Costumes must be worn, a club 
announcement said. 

There will be costume judging, 
games, and prizes for those at- 
tending. 

Tickets are $1 and are on sale at 
the club. Tickets also will ld 
at the door. f D-— Ne a $ 


Suspicious blazes 
tire firefighters 


By Donna Mattoon ; Jz be TH 
Berkshire Eagle Staff § | 


PITTSFIELD — A rash of 13 suspicious 
fires since the beginning of this month, 
which are now under investigation by the 
fire and _ police departménts’ arson 
squads, has Fire Chief James W. Tobin 

rned. 
We are not operating like we did 10 
years ago,” Tobin said, referring to the 
diminished ranks of the Fire Department. 
“This has seriously stretched our re- 


sources.” 


Tobin said he is reluctant to say an ar- 
sonist is responsible for the blazes that 
have erupted in commercial dumpsters, 


homes, 


garages and public buildings 


since Nov. 1. 


Firefig 


hters have been called to Bur- 


bank Park at Onota Lake five times in 
the last two weeks to put out blazes at the 
bathhouse, pump house, the picnic tables 
and nearby woods. The porch of the 
bathhouse — the old concession stand — 
was set afire late last week, and a second 
blaze that was set Monday night “fin- 
ished it off,” Tobin said. 


FIRES, continued on B6 
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Halloween ’94 activities include 
| parties, scary stories, parade 


Halloween brings out the bizarre 
urge to scare ourselves silly. Black 
cats, witches, ghosts, monsters of 
every size and shape — creatures 
shunned ‘through most of the year 
suddenly become welcome guests. 

This year’s season offers a range of 
scary activities for Halloween iovers 
of all ages. 

e What could be more spooky for 
kids than a ghost story told by a 
ghost? 

Halloween tales at the Either/Or 
Bookstore will get kids into the trick- 
or-treat mood. “We divide the kids 
into two groups now,” said Chris 
Erb, co-owner of Either/Or. “Some 
of the stories are a little bit scary for 
the younger kids.” 

On October 28 and 29, Erb and 
Debby Cuthbert will read froma book 
of stories called “Scary, Scary Hal- 
loween for the 7 years and under 
group, while the 8 years and older 
children will hear the chilling “Wiley 
and the Hairy Man.” 

“Tt really is a lot of fun,” Erb said. 
“We do readings here every week 
but the kids like to hear the Hallow- 
een stories.” 

The idea is to have fun, not scare 
the children. “Mostly it’s pretty 
mild,” Erb said. “We're also doing 
‘Mouskin’s Golden House’ on Fri- 
day — about a mouse who lives 
inside a pumpkin.” 

e The annual family party at the 
Berkshire Museum will educate as 
well as frighten guests. Owls, spi- 
ders, snakes, and bats will be fea- 
tured. 

The goal of the party is to offer a 
better understanding about the many 
animals and stories that often get an 
undeservedly ghoulish reputation. 

In the ancient civilizations gallery, 
a costumed docent will offer stories 
about ancient times and the Muse- 
umsownEgyptianmummy “Pahat.” 

Revelers will be greeted on the 
front lawn by the Grim Reaper him- 
self, who will stand in the graveyard 
of extinct species and read a list of 
endangered species. 

The Museum will also offer a spe- 
cial costume making class on Octo- 
ber 29, hosted by museum educator 
Valerie Kohn, author of the book 
“Easy to Make Costumes.” 

Kohn can help children make cos- 
tumes ranging from traditional 
clowns, princesses and shepherds to 
a pair of dice and a bacon fettuce and 
tomato sandwich. 

e For those in the:mood for fun 
rather than fright, the Pittsfield 
Squares offex ine “Wahoo Hallow- 
een” Square Dance at the South Con- 
gregational C Church. 

“There w*ttbe some costumed 
people or mas,4utits not required,” 
said Frank 1..<:rotteria, publicity 
chairman for the Squares. “This is 
just something we do to have fun.” 

LaGrotteria says that square danc- 
ing is a great social event, even if it's 
not a holiday. “It’s grown to be very 
popular,” LaGrotteria said. “This 
year we've had the biggest class 
we've ever had.” 

LaGrotteria expects about seventy 
people — eight squares — to attend 
the Halloween dance. “People come 
to make friends in a nice atmo- 
sphere,” LaGrotteria said, adding 
that there isno drinking at the dances. 

e The Girls Incorporated annual 
party will feature a grand march fol- 
lowed by costume judging. Other 
activities will include bobbing for 
apples, musical chairs, pumpkin 
decorating and a “room of mystery.” 

Admission to Tuesday’s event is 
$1 per child 

e Trick-or ‘ eat will be held on 
Sunday, Oc: ber 30 from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Parents are urged to accompany 
youngsters, keep kids within their 


own neighborhoods and monitor all 
goodies that are received. 

e Parks Director John Marchesi 
reports that the annual Kids’ Hal- 
loween Parade’on Monday, October 
31 at 7 p.m. will bea little bigger than 
last year. Plans are still being final- 
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ized but ten groups have expressed. 
interest in featuring floats, while three 
bands have made plans to march the 
route. The short parade begins east 
of Park Square and proceeds up 
North Street. 
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Halloween Party, Girls Inc. Tuesday, October 25, 7:00- 
8:30 p.m. For children grades K through 6, $1 442-5174 


OohHalloween! Thursday, October 27, Family 
workshop, Pleasant Valley Sanctuary, Emphasizing the 
outdoors at night, $3-$5 637-0320 


Haunted House, The Nature of Things, Brushwood 
Farms October 28-29 5:00-6:00 p.m. Free. 637-4373 


Haunted House, Berkshire Public Theater, October 27- 
28 6:00-9:00 p.m. October 29, noon-10:G0 p.m. October 30, 


noon-9:00 p.m. 445-4634 


Halloween Tales, Either/Or Bookstore, With Chris 
Erb, October 28, 10:30 a.m. With Debby Cuthbert October 
29 11:00 a.m. for ages 7 and under 1:00 for ages 6 and 


older. Free 


Costumes, Fantasy and Fun, Berkshire Museum, 
October 29, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Small admission 


charge. 443-7171 


Halloween Square Dance, Saturday, October 29, South 
Congregational Church 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. Call 443-6047 or 


499-2470 


Halloween Bash Catholic Youth Center, October 30, 
1:00 p.m. Open to all; CYC members free. 


Trick or Treat, Sunday, October 30, 5-7 p.m. 


Costume Party, Berkshire Athenaeum Children’s 
Room, October 31, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. 


Kids’ Parade, Monday, October 31.7 p.m. East of Park 


Square to North Street. Free. 


Halloween Party, October 31, Sponsored by the 
Berkshire Museum, 7-9 p.m. following the Halloween 


Parade. 


$3.00 for adults, $2 for seniors, $1 oe students with ID. 


443-7171 


Check next week's Gazette Nine Day Planner for additional events. 





Pitt Park 
- Gather-in 
is today 


By Diane Tedford 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD 

Today’s Gather-In, an annual cele- 
bration of the area’s African-American 
culture and heritage, will feature a 
wide variety of entertainment, food, 
children’s activities as well as a bas- 
ketball tournament, according to pub- 
licist Maria Caccaviello. 

The event will run from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. at Pitt Park on Columbus Avenue. 

The Gather-In, which started in 1968, 
has been sponsored by the Christian 
Center since 1983. It also is sponsored 
by the Association for Basic Commu- 
nity Development and Education. All 
proceeds will benefit the Christian 


Centers 
youth pro- 
gram, includ- 
ing its En- 
richment 
Learning 
Project, after- 
school pro- 
grams and 
summer 
camps, Cac- 
caviello said. 
The festival 
will begin 
with a= chil- 
dren’s' bas- 
ketball tour- 
nament. 
Warm-ups 
will start at 
11, and the 
tip-off will be 
Bt DTM OF Orr 
Champion- 
ship games 
‘will be played at 3:30 with trophies to 
be awarded to the top teams. 


A new highlight this year will be a 
participatory African drumming 
workshop led by Khat O’Brien who 
leads workshops in various kinds of 
drum for men and women in West 
Stockbridge. 


Two stages will-be set up to accom- 
modate entertainers. Kicking off the 
entertainment portion of the event at 
11 will be gospel choirs from Price 
Memorial AME Zion Church and Sec- 
ond Congregational Church. 


Other entertainers include jazz mu- 
sician Charlie Tokarz; Max Lemon 
Rhythm & Blues Revue, the Sweet 
Tarts: fusion funk with Tunege Physh; 
children’s music by Grover’s Gang; 
N.U.D.E., an original modern rock 
band, and Irish folk music by Chapel 
Hill. Berkshire Theatre Festival’s act- 
ing interns will perform a children’s 
play from its Young American Play- 
wright Program from 3 to 4. In addi- 
tion, “Dance of the Worlds,” an inter- 
national dance workshop for children, 
will be held. 

Other activities will include Acro- 
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-Gather-in 


is today 


@ GATHER-IN, from D1 


nymble game show, Global Wheel | 
of Fortune game, pony rides, face 
painting and games of chance. 


Bubbles the Clown and Mr. 


Whiskers will entertain. A 50-50. 
raffle will take place at 11. All | 


winners must be present. 
WUPE radio will sponsor a ¢a- 
reer booth, and information on 


health and human services. will 


be available. 
The event will conclude with a 


block dance featuring music of 


the 1950s and ‘60s sponsored by 
WUPE. The dance, which runs 
from 9:30 to 11, will feature a 


contest with prizes for the best . 


twister.and other dances. 
“This is truly a celebration for 
the people and especially for the 


_ youth,” Caccaviello said. “We 


hope the whole community cele- 
brates being together. That is 
what the Gather-In is really 


- about.” ) 
Admission is free, and no alco- 


bite 


hol will be allowed. 


. 
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Kgg hunt in Pittsfield ¥ 


is a smashing success 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced the winners of yes- 
terday’s Easter egg hunt at the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club on Melville 
Street. Two thousand children 
participated in the event, 
cording to John C. Marchesi, di- 
rector of recreation for the city’s 


Parks Depertment. 


Marchesi said last year’s hunts 
were marred by overeager par- 
ents who “helped” their children 


collect the eggs. 


This. year, he said, he an- 
nounced that he would not begin 
the hunts — held in the gymna- 
sium and on the de-iced hockey 
rink — until parents took their 
seats in the bleachers. The par- 
ents, he said, behaved well after 


a little prompting. 


“It went great,” said Marchesi, 
“much better than last year.” 


The winners are: 
Ages 2 and 3: 


m Finder of the Golden Egg, Marcie Frey, 


22 Egremont Ave. 


» Finder of the Black Egg, Karl Ellery, 23 


Murphy Place. 


> Finder of the Silver Egg, Travis Killeen, 


29 Crane Ave. 
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> Finder of the Largest Egg, Jamie Bril- 


liant, 48 Strong Ave. 
> Finder of the Smallest Egg, Ashley Stan- 


ton, 117 Parker St. 
Ages 4 and 5: 
> Finder of the Golden Egg, Neil Goodrich, 


6 Waubeck Road. 
> Finder of the Black Egg, Nathan Tucker, 


Kellie Drive. 
» Finder of the Silver Egg, Brian Lombard, 


62 Bossidy Drive. 
» Finder of the Largést Egg, Catherine 


VanBramer, 18 Hall Place. 
» Finder of the Smallest Egg, Matthew 


Pratt, 18 Alden Ave. 
Ages 6 and 7: 
» Finder of the Golden Egg, Gregory We- 


idaman, 23 Baystate Road. Gays 
» Finder of the Black Egg, Dan Gilardi, 48 


Washington St. 
» Finder of the Silver Egg, Cassie McGin- 


nis, 80 Second St. : 
m Finder of the Largest Egg, Carly Hadley, 


Appleton Ave. 
> Finder of the Smallest Egg, Eric Mcln- 


tosh, 11 Adelaide Ave. 
Ages 8 and 9: 


& Finder of the Golden Egg, Garry Parsley, 
186 Woodlawn Ave. 


Finder of the Black Egg, Todd Perrault, 35 
Dorchester Ave. 


Finder of the Silver Egg, Kenny Gvinen, 20 
Hamlin St. 


Finder of the Largest Egg, Fawn Adams, 48 
Mohawk St. 


Finder of the Smallest Egg, Billy Kingston, 71 


Third St. u/3l¢9 y 
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‘While dozens of youngsters climbed the hill to wait their 
turn, Molly Northrup, 5, of Pittsfield and her father, Shaun, 


7 
’ 


‘Not many people signed up for the snowshoe races, which 


.’ 


swere a new event at this year’s carnival. 


Snowy winter 
adds to fun 


at carnival 


Photos by Joel Librizzi 


slid the course set by the Pittsfield Winter Carnival at 
yesterday’s Family Day, held at Onota Lake. . 


Philip Bock fashioned an elegant sailfish in ice yesterday at 
Onota Lake during the winter carnival festivities. Ice 
sculpture demonstrations also were provided by Carlton 
Maaia, Richard Powers and Berkshire Community College 
culinary arts students. In addition, families were invited to 
create snow sculptures. 





Mopping up the river again 9-(3 44 | 


j Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle St tf 
hee ota river cleanup session. In South Berkshire 
nteers were tackling waterborne trash as well 


Michael Makes of Pittsfi a5 
ite > ield pulled a tire out of - 
atonic River in the Fred Garner Park area vecterday dung 


Annual Halloween Parade. . EE | 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced the winners of the 
costume award winners in the 
50th annual Halloween Parade. 
They were: : 


Whitney Sawicki, 51 Oakhurst Ave., High- 
land School, Grade 3; Jane DiNicola, 45 
Memorial Drive, Allendale School, Grade 2; 
Jennifer DiNicola, 45 Memorial Drive, Al- 
lendale School, Grade 3; Jennifer Kane, 27 
Belair Ave., Morningside School, Grade 3; 
Kyle Mole, 132 Sunset St., Highland School, 
Grade 5; Danny Nolan, 57 Oswald Ave., 
Stearns School, Grade 3; Kieran Nolan, 57 
Oswald Ave., Stearns School, kindergarten; 
Kristen Rose Pelito, 204 Connecticut Ave., Al- 
lendale School, Grade 2; Tanner Price, 2812 


ommunity holiday tr 


Highland Ave., Highland School, kindergarten; 
Dustin Collins, 135 Benedict Road, Allendale 
School, Grade 5; Kathleen Malacarne, 33 
Glenn Drive, Allendale School, Grade 2; Kelli 
Fitzgerald, 595 West Housatonic St., Stearns 
School, Grade 2; and Stephanie Wren, 530 
Peck’s Road, Highland School, kindergarten. 

Also, Kendralee Carpenter, 10 Courtland 
Place, Morningside School, Grade 5; Lauren 
Tansey, 35 Curtis Terrace, Morningside 
School, 
Curtis Terrace, YMCA, pre-kindergarten; Nic- 
ole Stone, 146 Brown St., Morningside 
School, kindergarten; Andrea Everhart, 34 
Gordon St., Stearns School, Grade 2; Bailey 
Apple, 854 Churchill St., Highland School, 
Grade 5; Heather Flynn, 12 Brookline Ave., 
Highland School, Grade 5; Sary Chhuon, 305 
First St, Morningside School, Grade 2; and 
Michelle Trottier, 60\ Perrine Ave., Reid 
School, Grade 6. 
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ee arrives at Park Square |, 


kindergarten; Caleigh Tansey, 35. 


gent Oued Coe a Girls’ Club on Melville Street. The 
MEE Te nsored by the city’ ; 
Recreation and the Exchange ie e city's Department of Parks and 


The event is open to Pittsfi 
| : ield residents and will . 
groups: for age 2 and 3, for 4 and 5, for 6 and 7 and ae ore piace 


eet nen will begin at 2 with the youngest and ol 
W clei place in the main gym and the hockey rink 
ae ; second half of the Easter egg hunt will take place at 3 with 

‘ i Lavan and 6- and 7-year-olds seis 

onn C. Marchesi, director of com uni 
i. 3 munity services for th : 
ment of Parks and Recreation. said parents are advised a ane 


front entrance of the 
c] 
ey ub and to be seated in the bleachers in the 


dest groups and 


ots eer bai Hees and the Exchange Club have donated 

g jelly. beans. Pri: 

Tacha Ba oh Prizes have been donated by the 
Prizes will be awarded in each age group for children finding the 


largest, smallest, golden, si 
Se . Silver and “dy 
pring their own bags and baskets. black eggs. Children are asked to 
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Mother Nature provided the city 
with a glorious community tree for 
the holiday season —but didn’t want 
it erected too early. 

On Tuesday the official 1994 city 
Christmas tree was cut down and 
transported from the home of Tho- 
mas Angelini to Park Square. 

Parks maintenance supervisor 
Tony Stracuzzihad hoped to take the 
tree on November 29 but “we had 
wet, soft snow the night before and it 
would have been a disaster.” 


Instead the operation was cone 
ducted this week, though with some 
trepidation. Given the soft ground 
conditions on Monday, StracuzZ1 
asked the parks commission if he 
should go ahead with Tuesday's 
maneuver. 

“We don’t want to goand ruin this 
man’s lawn and Park Square, 
Stracuzzi warned. 

The decision was made to risk the 
mud — which could prove hazard- 
ous for the heavy vehicles needed. 


All turned out well, with 
Stracuzzi’s team taking the top off 
whathe estimated to be a 45 foot tree. 
During the spring, a city crew will 
returnto Angelini’s Imperial Avenue 
home to repair any residual damage 
from the effort. 

The Blue Spruce, approximately 
32 feet after trimming, was placed in 
‘ts traditional location at the center of 
Park Square. Civil Defense volun- 
teers will supervise decorations this 


weekend. 


A public tree lighting has tenta- 
tively been scheduled for Thursday, 
December 15. The time was not an- 
nounced as of press deadline. Resi- 
dents can confirm details by calling 
the Parks Department at 499-9343 or 
Pittsfield Central at 443-6501. 

In addition to the tree effort, the 
Parks Department will sponsor its 
North Pole Calling Program on Mon- 
day and Tuesday. Santa volunteers 
will make calls to city children from 
Berkshire County Savings Bank. 





Fieldwork 


Workers from the Pittsfield School and Parks 


eet 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Board takes new look at park access 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The City Coun- 
cil will ask that the Board of Park 
Commissioners schedule a public 
hearing to gather information in 
support of opposition to last year’s 
decision to close off the access 
road to Kirvin Park. 

The road was closed by the park 
commissioners after a spate of 
vandalism and other incidents at 
the park led to complaints from 
neighbors. 

Nonetheless, at least one resi- 
dent says he’s against the locked 
gates, saying the board has pun- 
ished the many who formerly used 
the park in response to the disre- 
spectful actions of a few. 

William Stickney of 124 MciIn- 
tosh Drive, who said he formerly 
used the park frequently, ap- 
peared before the City Council 
during its open microphone ses- 


sion Tuesday to support Councilor 
Peter G. Arlos’ petition asking the 
park commissioners to reverse 
their decision. 


Councilor at large Gerald‘ S. 
Doyle amended Arlos’ petition by 
requesting that the commissioners 
schedule a public hearing on the 
issue. 


Team issue 


Doyle noted that the girls’ soc- 
cer team at Pittsfield High School 
has the key to the locked gates 
and said he worries that the park 
may be perceived by some as the 
exclusive property of the PHS 
team. 

“I want to protect the field [from 
vandalism],” he said. “But I also 
want to protect the right of every 
resident to use it.” 

Ward 4 Councilor Ben J. Kaplan 
said the reasons for closing the 
gates are many. 


Cars were driving onto the field 
and ruining the playing areas, he 
said, adding that there were inci- 
dents of drunken and lewd behav- 
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departments groom baseball field at Kirvin Memorial Park. 1 4 
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Canaan, N.Y., man named © 
Pittsfield personnel director. 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Bruce Rockeastle’ of 
Canaan, N.Y., who has spent 22 years in 
management positions in industry, was 
named yesterday by Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly to the job of city personnel direc- 
tor. 3 

The $40,000-a-year post has been va- 

cant since the end of the summer, when 
Donna Todd Rivers resigned to take a 
Similar job with the Beloit Corp. in 
Lenox. 
. Reilly will place Rockcastle’s name 
before the City Council for confirmation 
at its first meeting of the year Tuesday 
at 7:30 p.m. He received more than 30 
applications for the job. 


“Tremendous experience’ 


“He is an excellent candidate,” the 
mayor said. “He will bring tremendous 
experience to the job. Bruce will help 
the city establish a very professional 
personnel department.” 


- And that’s a goal that Reilly said he 
has been striving to achieve in city gov-- 


ernment. 


“We need to provide each‘department 
with the personnel support services they 
need,” he said, adding that Rockcastle 
has the kind of background that appears 
to fit that need. 

A 1967 graduate of the State University 


Personnel 
director 
nominated 


— PERSONNEL, from B1 


One city councilor has already 
indicated that he will not support 
the appointment. 

Councilor at large Peter G. Ar- 
los has submitted a petition re- 
questing that the Council delay 
making the appointment to fill 
the vacancy to determine if the 
city can do without the job. 

“The duties that had been per- 
formed by a director of personnel 
can be divided among other of- 


fices,” Arlos said. / wee bea 


of New York at Geneseo with a liberal 
arts degree, Rockcastle earned a mas- 
ter’s degree in clinical psychology from 
the university two years later. 


From 1969 to 1975, he was director of 
personnel for the Beloit Corp. in Dalton, — 
where he was responsible for three di- 
visions and negotiated contracts. 


He was manager of industrial relations 
for Ciba Geigy in Glens Falls, N.Y., until 
the pharmaceutical manufacturer closed 
that plant in 1982. From then until 1988, 
he worked for the former Sheaffer Eaton 
Corp. in Pittsfield, starting as manager 
of industrial relations and advancing to 


manufacturing manager and plant man- 


ager. 


From there, Rockcastle moved to the 
W.B. McGuire Co. in Hudson, N.Y., a 
manufacturer of hydraulic and mechan- 
ical devices, where he also worked as 
plant manager. 


Buys a farm 


Last year, he purchased at auction an 
out-of-use dairy farm in Binghamton, 
N.Y., and converted it to a veal business 
before deciding “this wasn’t for me.” 
Nonetheless, he can now sell the ven- 
ture as a business, which he plans'to do 
soon. He lives in Canaan on Peaceful 


Valley Road. i —|— 4 ie 
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Slow pitch softball meeting Thursday 


ftball League will meet at 6:30 
874 North St., Pittsfield. 
fee, tournament schedule and 


The Berkshire County Slow Pitch So 
p.m. tomorrow at the Springside House, 
The 1993 financial report, 1994 entry 


law changes will be discussed. ata 
ioe i oanauee call the Pittsfield Department of Recreation at 499 


; a CF 
9343. ere larry 
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County Softball League meeting 


‘ll hold its second 
itch Softball League will 
he gear at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 31 at 


Street. 
t on 874 North PL aie By? 


it from them 1 
100 deposit Reduie will be dis- 


3-50-2¥ 


The Berkshire County 

izati ting 0 
organizational meetin 

the Pittsfield Parks oh a 
teams are welcome. 

Mee ‘the divisional breakdown and the 1994 sc 


cussed. For information, call 499-9343. 


nda 
Bateman fishing derby slated Sunday 
A. Bateman 
ie cen eailed Sunday at Onota Lake. 
ter at the Controy Pavilion 
fore 2 p.m. at the pav 
ren. Trophies an 


The second annual 
benefit the Jimmy Fun 3 

All competitors must regis 
and 11:30 a.m., with weigh-in be ee 
fee is $10 for adults and $3 for c pinkie 
awarded in adult and acetal tah : sk 
largest trout and bass and largest carp 
Refreshments will be available. 


stitute. 
Proceeds will benefit the Dana-Farber Cancer In ya 


—_ 
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Community Reading Day has 
evolved into something much more 
than just a reading period. It's a 
major happening for youngsters 
who get a peek into_the adult 
world. At each school, student 
greeters escort their honored 
guests to the classroom. At Conte 
Community School Wedneday, 
young Dominic Smith showed 
reader Vin Hebert the way to his 
classroom. 





Memorial Fishing Derby, to 


between 6:30 
ilion. The entry 
d prizes will be 
with special awards for 
ght with bow and arrow. 


6-3-7 


The Kay-Bee Toys float, which features a mad sci 
under a giant saw, makes its way down North 


Halloween parade thrills big crowd 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A crowd that 
officials estimated at 25,000 lined 
downtown streets to watch the 
city’s 50th annual Halloween Pa- 
rade last night. 

Mild and dry weather probably 
contributed to the high turnout, 
said John C. Marchesi, director of 
the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, which sponsored the 
parade with the Sons of Italy, 
Itam Lodge. 

“T'was worried about rain, but it 
held off for us,’”’ Marchesi said. 

Members of several marching 
units tossed candy at onlookers, 
some of whom hastened to pick it 
up off the street before it was run 
over by following vehicles. 

The Lee High School band took 
top honors in the band competi- 
tion, followed by the Pittsfield 
High School band and the Eagles 
band in third place. 

In the float competition, an en- 


try from Williams School/Greylock 
Credit Union took first place. 
Second prize went to a float con- 
structed by pupils at Morningside 
Community School and its busi- 
ness partner, Kay-Bee Toy & 
Hobby Shops. The Berkshire Gi- 
ant Pumpkin Growers’ float took 
third place. 


First-, second- and third-place 
bands and floats will receive 
awards of $150, $125 and $100. 

Ribbons that may be redeemed 
for gift certificates were presented 
to 25 children in costume; 
Marchesi said the winners’ names 
will be announced at a later date. 

The parade originated in 1944, 
when a group of volunteers sought 
to provide the city’s children with 
a safe, yet exciting way to vent the 
excitement of Halloween, 
Marchesi said. 

In 1947, the parade was taken 
over by Jackson Perry, the first 
full-time superintendent of the 
Park Department. 


Photos by Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


entist and a troll night’s Halloween Parade in Pittsfield. Predicted rains held off, 
Street during last much to the delight of those in attendance. | ~C | 


What a turnout 


\ 


Parade 
units 
tossed 
candy at 
viewers, 
some of 
whom 
hastened 
to pick it 
up off 
the street 
before it 
was TUN 
over by 
jJollowing 
: vehicles. | 

Kaitlin Caesar, 6; Michael Carchedi, 9; Laura Carchedi, 5; 

Cassandra Bigelow, 4; and Courtney Beaulieu, 8, cheer the 

parade marchers. 
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Kevin Majchrowski, 8, of D 
Sater th 9 Ys Iton ti : 
recently at wa practiced his golf sw : 
iy at Kirvin Memorial Park in Pittsfield ander the Recienal Migh School Jol om x 
| | olf coach. 
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ea at Onota Lake, Peter Cravish of Pittsfield, left, and Robert 


‘In the Burbank Park ar 
hile playing a game of cribbage. 


Nicholas of Lenox relax W 





} Point man 


David Boone of Pittsfield fishes fro ; 
Park on Onota Lake. m4 point at, Burbank 
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Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Hebert 
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Heberts married 50 years 


PITTSFIELD — Mr. and Mrs. 
Vincent J. Hebert of 55 Rose Ter- 
race were honored Sept. 18 at the 
American Legion Hall for their 
50th wedding anniversary. 


Attended by 115, the party was 
given by their children, Ms. Gail 
Garner of Pittsfield; Mrs. Roberta 
Perry of Wilbraham; Douglas 
Hebert of Seattle, Wash., and 
Craig Hebert of Rocky Hill, Conn. 
They also have 10 grandchildren 
and 11 great-grandchildren. 


The Heberts were married Sept. 
19, 1994, at St. Mary’s Church in 


West Quincy. 
Mrs. Hebert, the former Pearl E. 


Berry of Livermore Falls, Maine, is 


a retired nurse, formerly employed 
by Berkshire Medical Center. She 
graduated from Kents Hill (Maine) 
School, New York University, 
Boston University, and the Joseph 
Lawrence School of Nursing in 
New London, Conn. 

Mr. Hebert is a native of Quincy. 


He retired as Pittsfield Parks and 
Recreation superintendent and 
Pittsfield Community Services di- 
rector, which he had been in- 
volved with for more than 40 
years. A graduate of Hyannis State 
Teachers’ College and Columbia 
University, he served in the Navy 
during World War II. 

He is a member of the parish 
council of St. Francis’ Church and 
Mrs. Hebert is a deaconess. at 
Morningside Baptist Church. 





Pebble beach 


A barefoot Renee Markham, 4, of Pittsfield walks gingerly along the pebbled shore of Onota Lake. 


_ Parks commissio 


The parks commission will soon 
review various suggestions for park 
enhancements and create a priority 
list. | 

“We will discuss the many fine 
recommendations made by council- 
ors and the public and come up with 
a five year plan,” said chairman Cliff 
Nilan. 

The commission held a second 
public hearing Monday to gather in- 
put onneeds. City officials have indi- 
cated that $1 million in capital fund- 
ing might be made available for the 
parks. 

This week’s hearing attracted only 
a handful of citizens but Nilan said 
the comments were helpful. 

One speaker cited the need for 
improved girls’ softball league facili- 
ties: “Softball should be looked at as 
almost the equal to baseball ... some 
of the fields just are no good.” 

Nilan said the problem is real. “We 
are aware of it and the mayor has 
also indicated he thinks it is a need... 
We just need to come up with where 
to put it.” 

Another speaker cited the need for 
improvements at Dewey playground 
which Nilan said “is another place 
where the need is obvious.” 

Monday’s hearing also featured 
an offer of help from a representa- 
tive of the Junior League who said 
“we are interested in adopting a park 
.. finding a way to help and sup- 


——— 


. 


port.” 

Nilan said such offers underline 
the importance of recreational areas 
to the community. 

A top priority, he added, “is doing 
something about the road to Burbank 
Park.” Several councilors and mem- 
bers of the public have previously 
expressed concern about the pothole- 
marred access way to Onota Lake. 


n will rank 
3 13/94 Gazette Nilan said that while no extra 


proposais 


money has yet been guaranteed, he 
is optimistic and wants the commis- 
sion to have a long-range plan. 
“Many of these things can be done 
without huge expense,” hesaid. “We 
will makea presentation to the mayor 
so, if and when any money comes 


about, we'll be ready on a year by 


year basis with top priority projects.” 


City seeks input on Tucker and Crow parks 


The city mailed surveys to several hundred households last week seeking 
input on recreational needs at Tucker and Raymond Crow parks. 

“Basically, we’re seeking input from people who are most likely to use 
these’ parks,” said Bob Mellace of the city’s community development 


department. 


The current fiscal budget has $125,000 in community block grants allo- 


cated for work at the sites. 


Tucker, located off Linden Street, and Raymond Crow, off Winter Street, 
serve neighborhoods that qualify for the federally funded urban program. 

The city has already hired Berkshire Design Group of Northampton to 
work on the planning and design of renovations. 

In addition to mailing surveys, copies were left at Morningside Commu- 
nity School, the Westside Neighborhood Resource Center and the Christian 


Center. 


“We need them back by March 7,” said Mellace, “so we can have them 
reviewed before our public meetings.” 

Officials will seek input on Crow playground at an open meeting March 
17 at 7 p.m. at Morningside; a similar meeting for Tucker will be held March 
21 at 7 p.m. at Conte Community School. 


“We hope to have all the input and plans done by the end of April and put 


it out to bid by May 20,” said Mellace. 
Construction is targeted to begin by July 10 with completion in Septem- 


ber. 


“We want this done during this construction season,” said Mellace, “but 
first we need help to identify the needs.” 


—— “= 
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Elaina Nichols, decked out for the occasion 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


with Santa Claus jewelry, talks with Santa during the Park Depart- 


ment’s 13th annual ‘North Pole Calling’ event. She is a kindergartner at Williams School in Pittsfield. 


Ringing in the season 


When it’s the North Pole calling, children are all ears 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — After delivering several 
hearty ‘‘ho-ho-hos” into the telephone re- 


ceiver, Robert Cornwell asks 5-year-old 
Steve what he’d like to see under the tree 
on Christmas. 


“Oh, well, we’ll certainly see what we can 
do about that,” Cornwell rumbles. “I see 
here that you’ve been a very good boy this 
year, and I’ll let the elves know. .. Oh, it is? 
If I go to Toy Works it’s on the left? Well, 
OK, Steve, I’ll keep that in mind.” 

Such exchanges were the order of the 
evening Monday and Tuesday as about 25 
volunteers impersonated “North Pole oper- 
ators” and St. Nick in personal telephone 
calls to Pittsfield children. 

This is the 13th season for the program, 
which is sponsored by the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. 


Cornwell, who works for the city’s De- 
partment of Community Development, is a 
veteran telephone Santa. He joined other 
jolly elves at the Berkshire County Savings 
Bank, which donates desk space, telephones 
and snacks. 


Indeed, snack availability on Christmas 
Eve is one thing Cornwell invariably 
checked, as did many of his fellow Santas. 

“Maybe you could try to put out some diet 
snacks for Santa, maybe some diet soda,” 
William Magner told one youngster. “You 
know I’m awful fat.” 


Sticky situations 


Since most of the volunteers have long 
experience as surrogate Santas, sticky situ- 
ations, such as children’s requests to speak 
to elves or Mrs. Claus, don’t throw them. 


Usually, they just turn the phone over to a 
partner who plays the appropriate part. 


Tuesday night, though, a volunteer who 
was working the phone alone found himself 
in a jam: The child insisted on talking to an 
elf. So, after clearing his throat, former 
parks commissioner Vincent J. Hebert 
launched into his elf routine. 

“Vin’s quite an elf,’ said John C. 
Marchesi, the city’s director of reci zation. 

Other small snags keep volunteers on 
their toes. 

Occasionally, the parent who answers the 
phone has no idea that a call from Santa 
had been arranged. 

“Santa Claus? Whaddya talking about?” 
one volunteer said a slightly irate father 
asked him. 

Unclear telephone connections and talks 
with very young children also challenge the 
volunteers’ Santa skills. 

“Are you on a cordless phone, Ryan?” 

SANTA, continued on B6 





When North Pole ealls, 


attentively 


ehildren listen 


m SANTA, from Bl 


Cornwell gently inquired of a o- 
year-old. “I thought so. Santa's 
having a little trouble hearing 
you.” : 

Later, he held the phone away 

from his ear so that passers-by 
could enjoy listening to the ex- 
cited — and completely incoherent 
— babble of a 2-year-old girl. 


Barbies are big 


A random survey of a few vol- 
unteers indicated that some of the 
most sought-after toys for girls are 
Barbie-related items. ‘A big 
Barbie house” was requested by 
51/-year-old Elaina Nichols of 
Pittsfield, who also agreed to 
supply milk to accompany the 
cookies she’s leaving for Santa, 
Cornwell reported. 

Mighty Morphin Power Rangers 
and Super Van Cities — vehicles 
that are transformed into three- 
dimensional streetscapes — are 
popular with boys. 


‘ 
PY 


One girl requested a Baby te 
Checkup; Cornwell was momen- | 
tarily flummoxed and asked for | 
details. 

“Oh, it’s a doctor thing,’ he | 
said. “Santa knows now.” 


Although the calls are intended 
for children in kindergarten 
through Grade 2, older siblings 
sometimes like to chat with Santa, 
as the city’s principal planner, 
David P. Hathaway, found out 
when he discovered that the 
young voice on the other end of 
the line belonged to a 16-year-old 
girl One of her fondest wishes, 
Hathaway said, was to exchange 
her learner’s permit for a driver’s 
license. 


Aside from the city’s Depart- 
ment of Community Development, : 
this year’s volunteers came from | 
the Retired Seniors Volunteer | 
Program, the Babe Ruth League 
and the Boys’ and Girls’ Club, 


Marchesi said. / 26 er, vu ie 


Parks: programs 
still popular in ‘93. 

“The attached account of services] | 
rendered reveal in some measure 
why we are most thankful for the 
help which we have received and we 
are looking forward to a better year | | 
in 1994,” wrote Paula Virgilio, chair- ~ | 
person of the Parks Commission. | | 

With a $151,575 budget and rev- | | 
enues just over $8,000 the city’s De- _| | 
partment of Recreation sponsored | | 
and assisted with numerous events. 4 | 

Among the activities the depart- | | 
ment was involved with: WinterCar- } 
nival, Easter Egg Hunt, Halloween | 
parade, North Pole Calling, Wige%' 
Acres, July programs at four play- | 
grounds, special handicapped play- 
ground, Onota Beach lifeguards and 
youth sports leagues (Little League, 
Babe Ruth, girls softball, youth soc- 
cer, Junior Football). 

The department also coordinated 
use and maintenance efforts of nu- 
merous sites including athletic fields, 
Wild Acres and Controy Pavilion. 


of ei 


Bl i og tea bans ¢ 
> PITTSFIELD: The Depart- 


ment of Parks and Recreation has 
announced that the children’s ski 
tow at Osceola Park will be in 
operation during next week’s 
school vacation, Monday through 
Joseph J. Harrison of 25 Woodbine Friday, from 1 to 5, weather 


reation office at 874 North Street, 
¢ . Applications must be tumed in no 
later than Friday, May 6. 


The Department of Parks & Rec. 
reation is accepting applications 
for summer programs at play- 

|; grounds, beaches and the High 
land Special Needs program..Ap- 
plication -forms may be picked up 
at the Department of Parks & Ree- 
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Ave., after viewing “Schindler’s List,” 
recalled being part of a rescue opera- 
tion with the 8th Air Force during 
World War II, when he was a flight 
engineer on a B-17, stationed in 
Mendlesham, England. 

“In May 1945, we flew across Ger- 
many and across the Rhine and Dan- 
ube to Linz, Austria, with 100 tons of 
food and about 100 B-17s,” Harrison 
Said. 

“The people were coming in on the 
roads from the underground factories 
in Austria, where they had worked for 
three to five years. We landed at an | 
Austrian air base, where there were 75 | 
German fighter planes, which were 
burned, out,” he said. 

About 4,000 people, who had been 
forced labor from France, Belgium 
and the Netherlands, were ferried, 40 
on-each plane, to an airport south of 
Paris. BAS 6 GF Y 
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City softball complex committee formed | 


A committee appointed by Mayor Edward Reilly wil 
options for a municipal softball complex next week. 


egin Biidvane 


The softball complex advisory committee will meet for the first time 
Thursday at 4 p.m. The need for additional softball fields — especially for | 
ei rls‘ leagues __ was identified during hearings earlier this year regarding | 


capital expenditures for city parks. 


“I’m hoping they will come up wi 


| 


th a preliminary design for a softball 


complex,” said Reilly, who indicated that city-owned property at Springside 
Park off Benedict Road is the most likely site. oe 
The mayor said that while funds are not currently allocated fora softba 
ious he council.” 
lex, “there is obvious support from t ie 
ste Massimiano, chairman ofthe parks commission and member of . 
the new committee, expressed optimism about the effort: “This is a very 


exciting thing ... I'm hopeful this will go forward.” 


‘ permitting. 
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Parks Department 
taking applications 
PITTSFIELD — The De 
1 art- 
ment of Parks and Bacrention hac 
announced that it is accepting 
applications for summer pro- 
ni a? piayerounds, beaches 
1€ Highland Special] 
Program. . ae | 
Application forms ma 
. y be 
Picked up at the department of. | 
fice at 874 North St. Applications 
are to be turned in no later than 


Friday May 6, said de art 
' >] ¢ mM 2 
director John C Marchece a 
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nival this week at the Common on First Street. The tug 3 


Tug of war 
kout, basketball and skating. 


Notre Dame Middl 


e School in Pittsfield held its Winter Car 
of war looked like a lot of fu 


n. Among the other events were a Coo 
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Street. | 


Playing hockey 


These hockey players, 
puck during the school’ 


students at Notre Dame Middle School i 
s Winter Carnival, held this week at the Common on First 


Community Reading Day has 
evolved into something much more 
than just a reading period. It’s a 
major happening for youngsters 
who get a peek into the adult 
world. At each school, student 
greeters escort their honored 
guests to the classroom. At Conte 
Community School Wedneday, 
young Dominic Smith showed 
reader Vin Hebert the way to his 


classroom. 





Ke SNOT o 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Justin McGuirt, 6, of Pittsfield revels after launching his model Boeing 747 airplane yesterday along the hill at Clapp Park. 
Tustin received the plane as an Easter present from his brother Brian. 
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Fire Capt. Thomas Henry gets in some practice with the cues. Here it circles the track at Clapp Park inches above 
. Fire Department’s new Hovercraft for ice and water res-_ the surface. ee 
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Neighbors p 


Osceola Park may soon join the 
growing list of city parks and play- 
grounds reclaimed by neighbors. 

Members of the park commission 

on Monday met with two residents 
who outlined plans to clean-up the 
playground located on Osceola Road, 
off West Housatonic Street. 
_ “Basically we just want to clean 
the park,” said Vinnie Barbarotta. 
“Now there’s tons of glass and graf- 
fiti you would never want kids read- 
ing.” 

Barbarotta and Mark Hinman 
asked the park commissioners to 
endorse their efforts, which they said 
have widespread neighborhood sup- 
port. . 

“My phone has been ringing with 
people who want to help,” said 
Barbarotta. 

The neighbors said they hoped to 
get goods and services donated for 
the rehabilitation. Already lined up 
are use of a backhoe and possible 
cement and blacktop donations. 

Althoughnot asking for city funds 
now, Barbarotta said “we may be 
looking for a couple things we can't 
afford or get, such as hoops.” 

The first priority involves basic 

_ clean-up and mitigating dangerous 


Best of the Berkshires festival 
set for Park Square in August 


lan Osceola clean-up 


Mark Hinman and Vinnie Barbarotta say there is strong support for 
a neighborhood revitalization of Osceola Park. 


situations. 

“Weneed to fix the hazardous stuff 
first,” said Barbarotta. “A lot of the 
neighborhood kids use the park and 
it isn’t safe.” 

The park commissioners ap- 
plauded the initiative, saying they 
would instruct parks maintenance 
staff to assist and supervise any 
projects. 

“It’s a great idea,” said chairman 
Cliff Nilan, “the sort of request we 
like to get.” 

Tony Massimiano said that neigh- 


borhood support for parks is often 
copied: “It’s great because it may 
encourage other people.” 

Barbarotta said he hoped to orga- 
nize the formal clean-up program 
within a week or two. He said the 
offers of help from residents sug- 
gested the project would be success- 
ful. 

“Even the teens who play street 
hockey are interested,” he said. “We 
talked to them — these fifteen year 


olds — and they all excited to go get. 


some rakes and help.” 


Pittsfield park board 
keeps Kirvin locked 
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PITTSFIELD — The Best of the 
Berkshires festival, sponsored by 
Central Berkshire Chamber of 
Commerce, will take place down- 
town Friday through Sunday, 
Aug. 12-14. For its second edition, 
the festival, which was on North. 
Street last year, will move to Park 
Square. : 

Park Place from the old town 
hall to the PopCorner will be 
closed to traffic for the weekend. 

“we're making the change to 
give everyone a little more room 
and to allow people to use the 
park as a comfortable place to sit 
while they enjoy the food and 
entertainment,” said festival 

ichairman William Graulty of Al- 
‘lison, Hull & Malnati Inc. 

Restaurants and other food 
purveyors from throughout the 
Berkshires and adjacent New 
York state have been invited. 

“Based on the response to date, 
we expect to have more food 
tents this year, as well as an even 
larger selection of ethnic and 
American cuisine,” said Graulty. 
Interested businesses may Con- 
tact the chamber at 499-4000 by 
June 10. 

Food selections will include 
Italian, Polish, Vietnamese, Greek 
and other ethnic specialties, as 
well as traditional American fare. 
Beer and soda will also be avall- 
able. 

Best of the Berkshires has also 
scheduled appearances by local 
entertainers. 

Friday’s entertainment in- 
eludes Berkshire Country, the 
New England String Band, the 
Dooley Austin Band and Hot 
Country Kickers. 

Saturday’s lineup features fam- 
ily entertainment with Timothy 
Wenk and David Grover in the 
afternoon. Also performing Sat- 
urday will be Sweet Tarts, the 
Carlin Swing Band, Le Cabaret, 
the John Sauer Trio and the 
Castaways. 

Among Sunday’s 
will 
tional Choir, 
and the Eagles Band. 


performers 


The organizers have worked 


with the 


be the Second Congrega- 
Havana Midnight 


Pittsfield. Police De- 
partment on traffic flow because 
of the closing of Park Square, 
Graulty said. 

Northbound traffic approaching 
Park Square will be diverted to 
First Street, for the most part, 
ears also may use Allen Street 
and Wendell Avenue Extension. 

Westbound traffic approaching 
the intersection also will be di- 
verted to First Street (all trucks), 
Allen Street and Wendell Avenue 
Extension. | 

Traffic southbound on North 
Street entering Park Square, as 
well as eastbound on East Street 
will not be affected by the festi- 


val, Graulty said. b ivy a q y 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s Board 
of Park Commissioners voted last 
night,,to keep the “inner gate” at 
Kirvin Park locked. 

The vote was 3-1, with commis- 
sion member Richard Scapin cast- 
ing the only vote in opposition. 
Scapin said he did so because he 
opposes limiting access to any of 
the city’s parks. 

“We’re locking people out,” he 
said. ““We may say we’re not, but 
we are. We’re trying to draw peo- 
ee into our parks, not keep them 
out.” 


Compromise offered 


scapin urged his colleagues to 
adopt a policy whereby the gate 
would be locked from dusk to 
dawn. 

“If that doesn’t work out, then 
I'll be the first one to vote to close 
it again,” he said. 

The commission voted last 
spring to lock the gate after it re- 
ceived complaints from many of 
the park’s neighbors concerning 
noise, vandalism, littering and 
other problems that they associ- 
ated with vehicles having access 
to the park. 


Those complaints were reiter- 
ated last week when the commis- 
sion held a public hearing in an 
effort to decide whether to en- 
dorse a recent proposal from 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos 


that the gate be reopened. 

The neighbors’ concerns should 
be given considerable weight, said 
commission member Clifford J. 
Nilan. Nilan also argued that since 
arrangements can be made to 
open the gate for special events, 
no one is being denied legitimate 
access to Kirvin Park. 

“We do so many things by 
keeping the gate closed,” said 
Nilan. “We protect the park and 
the safety of the neighbors. ... 
Not one person is being denied 
access to that park. Not one. What 
you accomplish by keeping the 
gate closed far outweighs any of 
the negatives.” | 

Commission Chairman Anthony 
G. Massimiano, who confessed to 
being “on the fence” concerning 
the issue until last night, said that 
his colleagues’ arguments. con- 
vinced him that keeping the gate 
locked is in the best interests of 
the park and its neighbors. ; 

Massimiano said that while 
keeping the gate locked from dusk 
to dawn is “an excellent sugges- 
tion,’ he questioned the practical- 
ity of enforcement. Also, he said, 
abutters of the park made their 
“strong feelings” clear at the pub- 
lic hearing, and the commission 
should factor that into its deliber- 
ations. 

Commission member Paula 
Virgilio said she voted as she did 
because locking the gate appears 
to be the best way to protect the 


park. 


gi q- Aa gy 
Massimiano named to to SJ ¢ board y 


PITTSFIELD — Attorney Anthony G. Massimiano has been appointed 
to the board of overseers for the Supreme Judicial Court Historical So- 
ciety. The board is‘a Boston-based policy-making group that sets the . 
society’s objectives, outlines its operating and fiscal policies, recruits 
members and assists in the identification of prospective charitable do- 
nors. 

A partner in George, DeGregorio & Massimiano in Pittsfield since 
1984, Massimiano graduated from Williams College in 1972 and received 
his legal degree from Northeastern University School of Law in 1975. 

He served as a law clerk to Francis J. Quirico, associate justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court. He than was a sole practitioner in Pittsfield 
until 1980, when he became a partner of Smith, Sawyer & Massimiano. 

Massimiano was a special assistant attorney general from 1978-82 and 
has been a member of the Board of Bar Examiners since 1980. He is a 
member of the Berkshire Bar Association, the Massachusetts Bar Asso- 
ciation and the Massachusetts Conveyancers Association. 

He is also a member of the city Board of Park Commissioners and 
Conservation Commission, Pittsfield Beautiful Inc., the Christian Center 
Housing Corp. and the Boston Symphony Association of Volunteers. 





~ "PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 


~ FOOTBALL 
Sept. 17 McCAnn, 1:30 p.m. 
Sept. 24 at Hoosac, 1:30 p.m. 
Sept. 30 Monument, 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 8 Taconic, 1:30 p.m. 
Oct. 15 at Drury, 1:30 p.m. 
Oct..22 at Commerce. 1:30 p.m. 
Oct..29 Wahconah, 1:30 p.m. 
Nov. 5 at Putnam, 1:30 p.m. 
Nov. 12 St. Joseph. 1:30 p.m. 


Gary Campbell. head: coach 
Home games at Wahconah Park 


ST. JOSEPH .CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL 

Sept. 23 Wahconah, 7:30 p.m. 


fa Oct. 1 at Drury, 1:30 p.m. 
| Oct. 7 Hoosac, 7:30 p.m. 


| Oct. 15-at Lee, 1:30 p.m. 


Oct..22 Monument, 1:30 p.m. 
Oct. 29 Taconic, 1:30 p.m. 
Nov. 5 at Greylock. 1:30 p.m. 
Nov. 12 at PHS, 1:30 p.m. 


| Nov. 24 at Wahconah, 10:30.a.m. 


Gary Bianchi, head coach 


Home games at Wahconah Park 


TACONIC HIGH SCHOOL 


FOOTBALL 


Sept. 16 Lee, 7:30 p.m. (Wahconah Park) 
Sept. 24 Drury, 1:30 p.m. 

Oct. 1 Commerce. 1:30 p.m. 

Oct. 8 at PHS, 1:30 p.m. (Wahconah Park) 
Oct. 15 at Putmam. 1:30 p.m. 

Oct. 22 Hoosac, 1:30 p.m. 


Oct. 29 at St. Joseph. (Taconic field) 1:30 p.m. 


Nov. 5 at McCann. 3:30 p.m. 
Nov. 12 Wahconah, 1:30 p.m. 


Paul Metallo. head coach 


Home games at Taconic unless noted 
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PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 


J.V. FOOTBALL 
Sept. 15 at Mt. Anthony, 4 p.m. 
Sept. 19 at McCann. 4 p.m. 
Sept. 26 Hoosac Valley, 4 p.m. 
Oct. 3 at Monument. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 10 at Taconic. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 17 Drury. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 24 Greylock. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 31 at Wahconah. 3:30 p.m. 
Nov. 7 at Drury. 3:30 p.m. 
Nov. 14 St. Joseph. 4 p.m. 


Home games at Reid Middle School 


a ~ -~ 


ST. JOSEPH CENTRAL 
“HIGH SCHOOL 


JV FOOTBALL 


Sept. 19 at Wahconah. 4 p.m. 


Sept. 26 at Wahconah. 4 p.m. 


Sept..3 at Dmury, 4 p.m. 
Oct:10 at Hoosac, 4 p.m. 
Oct. 17 at Lee. 4 p.m. 

Oct..24 at Monument, 4 p.m.” 
Oct. 31 at Taconic. 4 p.m. 
Nov. 14 at PHS, 3:15 p.m. 


John Castonguay, coach 
St. Joseph JV squad 


» a * 
RR TANO ES 


ZB tsg sy gee Ne ON See OS 
Sens Cone So Re eR as RRA A ROO aE BEES 


TACONIC HIGH SCHOOL 
JV FOOTBALL 
Sept. 19 at Lee, 4 p.m. 
Sept. 26 at Drury. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 3 at MeCann. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 10 PHS, 4 p.m. 
Oct. 17 Mt. Anthony, 4 p.m. 
Oct. 24 at Hoosac. 4 p.m. 


Oct. 31 St. Joseph, 4 p.m. 
Nov. 14 at Wahconah, 3:15 p.m. 


JV home games at Taconic 


fo] Oct. 4 at Lenox. 4pm. ~ 


has no home field 


"PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
“BOYS SOCCER 


© 4) Sept. 10 at Greylock..11 a.m. 
4 Sept. 13 at Monument, 7 p.m. (JV 4 p.m.) 
“A Sept. 19 West Springfield. 3:30 p.m. 


Sept. 21 Drury, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 23 at Longmeadow, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 29 at Wah.. 7:30 p.m. (JV host. 4 p.m.) 
Oct. 4 Lee. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 6 Hoosac. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 8 at Cathedral. 1:30 p.m. 

*Oct. 10 St. Joseph. 7 p.m.; JV 11] a.m: 

Oct. 12 at Lenox, 4 p.m. 

*Oct. 14 at Taconic, 7 p.m.; JV. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 18 Monument. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 21 Greylock. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 27 Wahconah. 4 p.m. (JV at Wahc.. 4 p.m.) 
Oct. 29 Agawam. 1] p.m. 

Oct. 31 at St. Joseph, 3:15 p:m.- 


Al] Belanger, head coach 
Home games played at Kirvin Park 
JV Home games played at Crosby 
* night home games at.Wahconah Park 


ST. JOSEPH CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 


BOYS SOCCER 


Sept. 9 at Taconic tournament 
Sept. 10 at Taconic tournament 
Sept. 13 Hoosac. 4 p.m. 
Sept. 17 at Monument, 8 p.m. 
Sept: 21 at Hoosac. 4 p.m. 
Sept. 23 Taconic, 4 p.m. ‘ 
Sept. 24 at Holyoke Catholic. 12:30 p.m. 
Sept.27 at Wahconah,.4p.m. . 
Sept..30 Greylock. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 7 Drury. 4 p.m. 
~-Oct:-10 at PHS:7-p-m:-—— 
Oct. 13 at Lee, 4 p-m. 
Oct. 21 Monument. 4 p.m, 
Oct. 25 Wahconah, 4 p.m. 
Oct. 28 at Greylock. 4 p.m. 
Oct..31 PHS. 3:30 p.m. 


Fan Marinaro. coach: Bill Herman. asst. 
Horne games at Clapp Park 
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TACONIC HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS SOCCER 


Sept. 9 St. Joseph (tournament), 3 p.m. 
Sept. 10 Host tournament, 1 & 3 p.m. 
Sept. 13 at Lee, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 16 Hoosac. 4 p.m. 

Sept. 20 Greylock. 4 p.m. 

Sept. 23 at St. Joseph, 4 p.m. 

Sept. 27 at Drury. 4 p.m. 

Sept. 30 Lenox, 4 p.m. 

Oct. 4 Wahconah. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 7 Mt. Everett, 4 p.m. 

Oct. 10 at Greylock, 1] a.m. 

Oct. 12 at Monument. 7 p.m. (JV, 4 p.m.) 
Oct. 14 PHS, 7 p.m.; JV Crosby, 4 p.m. 
Oct. 18 Lee, 4 p.m. 

Oct. 2] at Hoosac. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 25 Drury. 4 p.m. 

Oct. 28 at Lenox. 4 p.m. 


~ | John Flynn, coach; Glen Sime, JV coach 


Home games at Taconic unless noted 





1994 Pittsfield 


Another season has come and gone. The boys of summer 
have left us once again. | 

The Pittsfield Mets Class of ‘94 wrapped up a very disap- 
pointing year last Friday night. Before the sun set Saturday 
evening, most of them were almost home. ? 

Almost home during the summer meant driving over the 
mountain and past the Hancock Shaker Village as an eight 
hour bus ride from Canada came to a close. Or perhaps, 
passing the old Green Mountain Race Track and Williams 
College on the way back from Burlington, Vermont. 

Almost home now means entering Tupelo, Mississippi, a 
plane touching down in Miami, the final layover at the Char- 
lotte Airport is coming to an end, or the sign that reads 
“Welcome to Kansas.” Dorothy always told us “There’s no 
place like home.” 

Back in mid-June Pittsfield Mets manager Howie Freiling 


thought the team had a 
very good chance of re- 
PORT peating as McNamara 
Division champions in 
CENE the New York-Penn 
"League. Factis, the Mets 
: mm did have a great shot. 
Rick Stohr Here’s how it should 
have gone: 1993 No.1 
draft choice Kirk Presley would head a strong pitching rota- 
tion that would also include the 11th round pick in the draft 
just weeks earlier, John Kelly from the University of Connecti- 
cut, and Mark Guerra who was a Baseball America second 
team All-American. The top lefty would be Joe Atwater, a 19- 
year-old who blew away the Gulf Coast League hitters a year 
before. . 
Presley showed signs of greatness, striking out ten and 
walking only one while scattering seven hits in his shutout as 


af 
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A positive side effect: The Major League baseball strik 


in Time magazine. 


@ brought 
positive publicity to Wahconah Park, including a two page article 


The Pittsfield Gazette, September 8, 1994 


a professional. But the 19-year- 
old phenom also struggled, 
walking 41 batters on the year. 
That stat placed him in the top 
five of a category a pitcher does 
not want to be in. 

Atwater struggled too. Mets 
pitching coach Dave LaRoche, 
who pitched 14 seasons in the 
majors, said Atwater occasion- 
ally lacked mental toughness. 
“Instead of knowing he could 
get the batter out, he’d just think 
he could.” said LaRoche, a two- 
time big league all-star. Atwater 0 
lost a Pittsfield Mets record nine 
games this year. LaRoche says it 
will help Atwater in the long 
run, “he has never struggled 
before, now he knows what it’s 
like. It’s much better for him to 
deal with it now than at the higher levels.” 

Kelly was the staff’s biggest disappointment. He suffered 
back spasms before his first start. After coming back to win 
three straight, Kelly stopped pushing himself, a move that 
landed him in the bullpen. Upon his return to the rotation, the 
Leominster Mass native discovered cysts on his lower back 
that effected his delivery. Kelly underwent season ending 
surgery shortly thereafter. 

Guerra was the most successful starter, winning seven of his 
fourteen starts. Including his senior year at Jacksonville 
University, Guerra actually won 21 games in 1994. 

The bullpen was made up of a bunch of guys who were all 
starting pitchers. 

Derek Baker emerged as the closer, converting 

all eleven of his save opportunities. Baker also set 
_ aPittsfield Mets record by throwing 19 consecutive 
___ scoreless innings. The record was set earlier in the 
_ year when teammate Derek Sutton threw back to 
___ back shutouts. 

___ The righthanded setup man was Toby Larson. 
Larson won the New York-Penn League pitcher of 
the week honors for the last full week of August. In 
that time, he worked nine innings in three games 
without giving up a run, surrendering only one hit 
and striking out ten. 

Scott Sauerbeck was the lefty setup man. He 
finished ‘94 with a 3-1 record with one save and a 

@ 2.05ERA in forty eight innings of work. Sauerbeck’s 
, ERA was second lowest on the team, following 
Baker's 1.59. 

Offensively, the Mets had a ton of talent but 
injuries demolished their attack. 

James Dorsey was leading the league in RBI’s 
and was named the player of the week before going 
on the disabled list witha cyst on his thigh. Follow- 
ing surgery to remove the cyst, Dorsey returned for 
a handful on games. He was lost for the season 
when more cysts were discovered on his ankle. 

Ross Ferrier was another NY-P League player of 
the week. Immediately after winning the award, 
Ferrier needed stitches to close a laceration on his 
ankle. He then missed action due to a bad back. 
Finally, he fractured his cheekbone when he was 

Oe struck witha bat. Ferrier went home a few weeks 

jm before the season ended, but not before he tied a 

§ Pittsfield Mets record for eight triples in a season. 

The Mets final NY-P League player of the week 
also suffered from the injury bug. Yudith Ozorio 

_ batted .481 in the final full week of August, scoring 
| eightruns and stealing three bases. Ozorio finished 
| third in the league with twenty four steals. Like 

Dorsey and Ferrier, Ozorio was injured shortly 

after winning the award. During the year, Ozorio 

was plagued by a bruised hip, asore kneeand acyst 
under his arm. 
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Mets showed promise but finished in the cellar 
WAHCONAH PARK ATTENDANCE <d 


1993 1994 


Though the Pittsfield Mets finished out of the 

money on the field, attendance atWahconah_ 

Park — 60,643— was the highest since 1991. a 
=) 


The Pittsfield Mets injury list was as thick as their media 
guide. Catcher Vance Wilson nursed a sore lower back and a 
hand injury. He also had a bout with bronchitis and finally 
went home about a week early after being hit with a pitch on 
his throwing hand. 

Bo Haley, the team’s starting first baseman suffered from 
back problems before going home early. His backup Jared 
Osentowski broke his wrist and left early too. 

Second baseman Wicho Hernandez suffered from inflam- 
mation of the knee. That same problem knocked his double 
play partner Ryan Miller out for a week. Miller played the 
remainder of the year in pain, but Hernandez couldn't. 

Relief pitcher Ty Quillen had tendonitis and bursitis at the 
same time. Presley missed his final start after experiencing 
stiffness in his shoulder. The newest Met, David Sanderson 
even got hurt. Sanderson was called up with less than ten 
games remaining. In the final home game of the year, he broke 
his nose when he was struck by a foul ball while standing in the 
on-deck circle. 

The only Met to play every inning of every game was Todd 
Whitehurst. In doing so, Whitehurst tied a team record for 
games played. Whitehurst wrote himself into the all-time 
Pittsfield Met record book a few more times as well. He hit 
eight triples, tying a team record. His 54 RBI's also broke the 
team record. Whitehurst also led the 94 Mets with five 
homeruns. i 

The brightest star to shine at Wahconah Park this year was 
Jay Payton, the Mets No. 1 draft choice out of Georgia Tech. 
Payton set a team record by hitting in eighteen straight games. - 
He flirted with the .400 mark before winning the batting title 
with a .365 average. | 

Payton drove in 37 runs in only 219 at bats(only three men 
in the league drove in more runs in fewer at bats). Payton was - 
also fifth in the league in hits and fourth in the league in on base 
percentage. 

Paytonalso possessed a strong armand great range in center 
field, better than average speed and some power in his bat(he 
hit the club’s only grand slam, his first homer asa pro). Payton 
left Pittsfield with about a week left in the season. He was 
headed straight for AA Binghampton. 

It would have been great to see the Mets play witha healthy 
lineup night after night. A healthy lineup of Ozorio, Hernandez, 
Payton, Whitehurst, Dorsey, Ferrier, Wilson, Haley and Miller 
would have been the toughest lineup in the league. 

Howie Freiling learned a lot in his second year as manager. : 
“When your team goes 37-38 on the year, and you deal with 
this many injuries, you learn to make ends meet the best you 
can.” 

As you read this, the lines are being painted across Wah- 
conah Park's outfield. Soon the “touchdown” will be more 
important than the “home run.” And soon, the boys of 
summer will be back again. | 

Columnist Rick Stohr did double duty this summer — serving as 
the radio voice of the Pittsfield Mets. ® 





ae 


: Gill Johndro of Berkshire Fencing was hard at work Tuesday . G Pye Y Lisa A, St.Cyr 
| fixing the fencing around the Bullpen Lounge at Wahconah Park. Minor league baseball will continue at Wahconah Park regardless of 
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By Matt Oliver 


whether Major League players strike next week. For the Mets 
pla yers, a Strike is something from another world. For management, 
it might provide an attendance boost. 


Nickelodeon show again benefits PDC 


They threw whipped cream pies rather than base- 
balls at Wahconah Park Saturday afternoon. 

For the second straight year the Nickelodeon cable 
network brought its live stage show to Pittsfield to 
benefit the Pediatric Development Center. 

The center specializes in early intervention programs 
for children up to three years old with special needs. 

“Any of the extras we need comes from fund raising,” 
said Maureen Atwood, the executive director of the 
PDC. “Right now we are trying to build a wheelchair 
_ramp and a parent counseling room. Hopefully (the 

benefit) will help us with those.” 

On hand for the event were Nickelodeon's Bryan 
Stinson and Keith Dickerson, who host a version of the 
show “Game Lab” at the Nickelodeon Studios in Or- 
lando. Also present was Moira Quirk, co-host of 
Nickelodeon’s “Guts.” 

“This is the best bit,” said Quirk between the shows 
on Saturday. “I think doing this for charity makes it 
more fun.” Stinson said that the group will go on tour 
almost every weekend during the summer. 

Last year, a touring version of the kids game show 
“Wild and Crazy Kids” made a stop in Pittsfield. “This 
year wasn’t quiteas big as last year.” said Atwood. “But 
it seems to be a good draw. A lot of our families are here 
and alot of families who received our services are here... 
it’s good to see them.” 

In addition to flying pies during Saturday's two 
shows, there were rubber chickens, hula hoops, root 
beer drinking and sponge throwing. 

“Tt was definitely well received by the kids, there was 
a lot of enthusiasm,” said PDC board member Sue 
- Haddad, who co-chaired the event with Ken Cunniff. 
“We had a couple of parents with pies in their faces and 
the kids were jumping out of their seats, literally.” 

Quirk says kids want to have fun: “I don’tbelieve that 
kids aren’t picky, they know what they want. I really 
don’t find it any different entertaining kids. You goand 
entertain and try to do the best job you can.” | 

Haddad said that the event wouldn’t have been pos- 
sible without help from the Rotary Club, Toy Works 

and the Pittsfield Mets. 


6D AE AIA Li OLE FORTE OF DESO DIE eer saw, 


Lucky “slime” victim Shawn Garcia enjoyed his 
moment of glory Saturday: “It's cool.” 

“The show has worked well for us both years and has 
been very successful, mostly thanks to the Mets’ Sta- 
dium which is covered. That helped last year when it 
rained,” said Haddad. 

This year, rain was no problemas the sun came out in 
all its glory. The stadium provided some shade on the 
hot day. Throughout both shows there were plenty of 
giveaways, including bike drawings and Mets tickets. 

Haddad thought the show benefited both the PDC 
and the Pittsfield Mets. 

“Ithelps us and it helps the Mets. A lot of kids haven't 
been to the stadium before, and this is an opportunity 
for them and their parents to see that this is a nice place 
to go and fun place to spend time,” said Haddad. 

The shows concluded with one lucky kid being be- 
stowed the ultimate Nickelodeon honor- getting slimed. 

Andas PDC volunteers washed away the green slime 
that covered the body of Pittsfield’s Shawn Garcia, he 
summed up the way any kid would: “It’s cool.” 

“For next year we will try to do something along the 
same lines,” said Haddad. “We've worked well with 
Nickelodeon.” 
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City Council to 


By Donna Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — This may be the year 
of the parks in Pittsfield. After years of 
being virtually ignored by city officials 
who were struggling to fund other de- 
partments, the Department of Parks and 
Recreation this year has a shot at $1 
million. 

Whether they get it all, or even some 
portion of it, remains to be seen. 

Discussion of the money and plans will 
not begin much before this spring, when 
the City Council takes up the issue of 
funding a capital outlay plan to finance 
the extra needs of the city that don’t 
appear on its operational budget. 

In any event, this is the break that the 
Board of Park Commissioners has been 
waiting for. In the past 10 years or so, 


they have watched their budget take a 
nose dive as the city’s growing fiscal 
crisis quickly pushed recreational pro- 
grams Off the priority list. 


Pittsfield, which was once known for 
its lovely parks and its impressive rec- 
reational programs in 24 playgrounds, 
soon found it difficult to replace broken 
swings or even mow the grass. Last year, 
only four parks were staffed for an ab- 
breviated program of summer recre- 
ational events. 


But all that could change. Last spring; 
when the City Council began debating 
the merits of a capital outlay budget to 
begin solving some of the city’s long- 
term maintenance and equipment needs, 
Ward 6 City Councilor James M. Boyle 
suggested that $1 million be added to the 
budget for city parks. 


| Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Stat 
Taler Schilling, 9, represents one more generation of children who go sliding at Pittsfield’s Clapp Park. 


$1 million sought to revive parks 


open discussion for ‘reinventing’ system 


That amount did not make the final 
cut, but it appeared to intrigue several 
members of the Council. They agreed to 
entertain the funding idea once again if 
the Board of Park Commissioners could 
come back with a solid plan for how the 
money.would be spent. 


Thus, in the past several weeks, Clif- 
ford J. Nilan, chairman of the Board of 
Park Commissioners, has been soliciting 
ideas from the City Council in prepara- 
tion for creating a master plan for the 
parks. There appears to be no end to the 
ideas. 


“We will never be able to recreate 
what they used to be,” Nilan observed 
recently, referring to the city-wide park 

that provided supervision and 


PARKS, continued on B6 





Soccer scores with you 


‘Football’ doesn’t just mean touchdowns in Pitts 


By Anthony Fyden 

Kids are playing soccer in Pittsfield — lots of kids. 

The most popular sport in the world may now be the most 
popular sport in Pittsfield as well. In the past few years leagues have 
formed for nearly every age group and forbothboysand girls. More 
kids are trying out for school soccer teams. Regional Tournaments 
are being held to widen the competition. 

The autumn sports scene is no longer dominated by football — at 


least not American football. 


“Soccer in the past few years has 
been overwhelming with the:ynum- 
ber of kids that are playing,” says 
John Marchesi, head of the city’s 
parks department. “It is a really big 


sport in Pittsfield right now.” 


Marchesi noted that more than 350 
boys and girls were enrolled in the 
parks department’s summer soccer 


program. 


The YMCA fall soccer season opens 
on Monday. “We'll have over 700 
kids in our soccer program this year, i 
said Kevin Fitzpatrick, vice presi- 
dent of operations at the YMCA. 
“That number is up at least 100 kids 
from last year — that’s quite an in- 
crease.” 

The YMCA program has five divi- 
sions, Fitzpatrick said: The mini-kick- 
ers (kindergarten), kickers (1st and 
2nd grade), juniors (3rd and 4th 
grade), seniors (5th and 6th grade) 
and altimni (7th and 8th grades). 

On September 18, the YMCA will 
hold its “Jamboree” tournament at 
Taconic High School Field, an event 
that will feature more than 600 soc- 
cer-playing kids. 

“Kids just love to play the game - 
it’s fast paced and there’s lots of ac- 
tion,” Fitzpatrick said. “I think the 
World Cup (being held in the U.S.) 
had something to do with it too.” 

This past weekend, in another soc- 
cer showcase, the first annual Berk- 
shire Kickoff Classic youth soccer 
tournament was held on fields at 
Taconic and Berkshire Community 


Greg Fehling shows off his en College. The tournament brought 


The Pittsfield Panthers t under-12 girls soccer team nhuddled before a 
tiebreaker shoot-out in the Berkshire Kickoff Classic tournament this 


past weekend. 


FALL SPORTS 
See pages 12-13 


twenty-seven soccer teams from 
throughout Massachusetts to Pitts- 
field. 

Sunday afternoon at BCC, hun- 
dreds of fans — mostly parents — 
gathered to watch games being 
played on three different fields. 

“The spirit here is unbelievable,” 
said Ken Cunniff, who was in charge 
of advertising and publicity for the 
kickoff classic. “I’ve been talking to 
parents and families all weekend and 
everyone is very upbeat.” 


tournament, and for such an event 
being held at all, is the enthusiasm 
for the game of soccer generated by 
young people — both boys and girls. 
Soccer is a sport where hustle, quick- 
ness and agility are prized - rather 
than simply brawn and hand-eye 
coordination. This opens the game 
up to just about anyone who wants 
to play. 

On the sidelines Sunday, as the 
tournament proceeded around him, 
a young boy practiced intently witha 
soccer ball—kicking, dribbling, head- 
ing — perhaps dreaming of scoring a 
winning goal for a team someday 
soon. 

“Chris really came out of his shell 


The reason for the success of the P_ See nee. page7# 


S Gower EX PIOSION Mm region includes leagues, tournaments 


continued from page 1 


with soccer,” said Shawn Lampiasi, 
the boy’s father. “He had never been 
interested in sports at all before — 
he'd try something one day and then 
quit.” 

Lampiasi explained his son’s re- 
cent interest in soccer. “He’s smaller 
than most of the other kids, but he’s 
very fast,” Lampiasi said. “He hasan 
advantage in this game and he just 
realized that this year.” 

John Kovacs, a soccer coach at 
Wahconah Regional High School, 
also believes that soccer’s appeal lies 
in its simplicity. “Kids love soccer 
because they can just jump right in 
and start playing,” Kovacssaid, while 
working withhis ownson Ryan, who 
wants to be a goalkeeper. | 

“] think kids are starting to play at 
a much earlier age too,” Kovacs con- 
tinued. “I see younger kids coming 
up through the ranks with better skills 
- it seems like there are more leagues 
for them to play in and they’re taking 
advantage of it.” 

Taconic High School Athletic Di- 
rector Carl Boteze says that the low 
cost of soccer is another plus for 
schools and soccer parents. “So many 
kids can get involved for very little 
cost,” Boteze said. “All they really 
need to have is a t-shirt and a pair of 
sneakers and they can go out and 
play.” 

This summer, :the United States 
hosted the World C up soccer tourna- 
ment - soccer's version of The World 
Series and the Superbowl combined 
- which may have sparked greater 
interest in the sport among adults as 
well as kids. 

“I think people gained some re- 
spect for the sport after watching the 
World Cup,” said Dick Asher, dur- 
ing half-time of a Taconic vs. Taconic 
alumni game Tuesday evening. 
“Some people had the idea that it 


and I think they were impressed.” 
“The World Cup was great,” said 
Bill Flynn, Taconic Girls varsity soc- 
cer coach. “The games were fantastic 
- SO many people I've talked to have 


said they couldn’t believe how excit- 
ing it was to watch soccer - they were 


surprised by that. 

“Soccer has been growing in popu- 
larity for a long time - and not just 
with boys - girls are enjoying soccer 
moreand more too,” Flynnsaid. “The 
World Cup turned even more people 
on to it.” 

Taconic high schoo] player Bill 
Fezzi believes that soccer is more 
physically demanding than basket- 
ball or football. “Soccer is really a 
contact sport and | don’t think that 
people realize that,” Fezzi said. “I 
think it’s much tougher than other 
sports - the World Cup showed that 
to a lot of people who didn’t have a 


fealunderstanding of the game.” 


wasn’t a real tough, physical sport | , 


Fezzi, a junior at Taconic, says he 
has seen the sport grow in popular- 
ity since he started playing at age 
four. “When | first started, there were 
only one or two leagues to play in,” 
Fezzi said. “Now there are more op- 
portunities for kids to play at every 
age.” 

Asher, and some of his teammates 
playing for Taconic alumni, still play 
soccer ina local adult summer league. 
“We have players from high school 
age up to40 yearsold playing,” Asher 
said. 

“People love this game- that’s why 
these guys still play,” said Flynn, 
pointing out a few alumni players 
playing despite knee braces and other 
ailments caused by age. “I’d be out 
there now too but I just found out - 
after playing all weekend - that I 
have a stress fracture in my foot.” 


Taconic High School is hosting a. 


tournament of its own this weekend, 
for four area High Schools: Taconic, 
St. Joseph, Drury and Mt. Everett. 

“It’s going to be a good tourna- 
ment,” said Flynn. “We'll have both . 
girls and boys games and we’ve got 
some really good players’ - really 
skilled players on the teams.” 

With all of this enthusiasm for the 
game, soccer may get even more 
popular. “It’s the greatest game in 
the world,” said Fezzi. “Why? Be- 
cause it’s fun.” 


Soccer is a family affair for John Kovacs and his son, Ryan. 





Soccer scores with you 
‘Football’ doesn’t just mean touchdowns in Pitts 


By Anthony Fyden 

Kids are playing soccer in Pittsfield — lots of kids. 

The most popular sport in the world may now be the most 
popular sport in Pittsfield as well. In the past few years leagues have 
formed for nearly every age group and forbothboysand girls. More 
kids are trying out for school soccer teams. Regional Tournaments 
are being held to widen the competition. 

The autumn sports scene is no longer dominated by football — at 


least not American football. 


“Soccer in the past few years has 
been overwhelming with the num- 
ber of kids that are playing,” says 
John Marchesi, head of the city’s 
parks department. “It is a really big 
sport in Pittsfield right now.” 

Marchesinoted that more than 350 
boys and girls were enrolled in the 
parks department’s summer soccer 


program. 


The YMCA fall soccer season opens 
on Monday. “We'll have over 700 
kids in our soccer program this year,” 
said Kevin Fitzpatrick, vice presi- 
dent of operations at the YMCA. 
“That number is up at least 100 kids 
from last year — that’s quite an in- 
crease.” 

The YMCA program has five divi- 
sions, Fitzpatrick said: The mini-kick- 
ers (kindergarten), kickers (1st and 
2nd grade), juniors (3rd and 4th 
grade), seniors (5th and 6th grade) 
and alumni (7th and 8th grades). 

On September 18, the YMCA will 
hold its “Jamboree” tournament at 
Taconic High School Field, an event 
that will feature more than 600 soc- 
cer-playing kids. 

“Kids just love to play the game - 
it’s fast paced and there’s lots of ac- 
tion,” Fitzpatrick said. “I think the 
World Cup (being held in the U.S.) 


past weekend. 


FALL SPORTS 
See pages 12-13 


twenty-seven soccer teams from 
throughout Massachusetts to Pitts- 
field. 

Sunday afternoon at BCC hun- 
dreds of fans — mostly parents — 
gathered to watch games being 
played on three different fields. 

“The spirit here is unbelievable,” 


The Pittsfield Panthers under- 12 girls soccer team huddled before a 
tiebreaker shoot-out in the Berkshire Kickoff Classic tournament this 


tournament, and for such an event 
being held at all, is the enthusiasm 
for the game of soccer generated by 
young people — both boys and girls. 
Soccer is a sport where hustle, quick- 
ness and agility are prized - rather 
than simply brawn and hand-eye 
coordination. This opens the game 
up to just about anyone who wants 
to play. 

On the sidelines Sunday, as the 
tournament proceeded around him, 
a young boy practiced intently witha 


Greg Fehling shows off his ial College. The +~ 


had something to do with it too.” 
This past weekend, in another soc- 
cer showcase, the first annual Berk- 
shire Kickoff Classic youth soccer 
tournament was held - fields at 


Taconic and Berkshire 
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said Ken Cunniff, who was in charge 
of advertising and publicity for the 
kickoff classic. “I’ve been talking to 
parents and families all weekend and 


soccer ball—kicking, dribbling, head- 
ing — perhaps dreaming of scoring a 
winning goal for a team someday 
soon. 

“Chris really came out of his shell 


See SOCCER page 7 # 
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continued from page 1 


with soccer,” said Shawn Lampiasi, 
the boy’s father. “He had never been 
interested in sports at all before — 
he’d try something one day and then 
quit.” 

Lampiasi explained his son’s re- 
cent interest in soccer. “He’s smaller 
than most of the other kids, but he’s 
very fast,” Lampiasi said. “He has an 
advantage in this game and he just 
realized that this year.” 

John Kovacs, a soccer coach at 
Wahconah Regional High School, 
also believes that soccer's appeal lies 
in its simplicity. “Kids love soccer 
because they can just jump right in 
and start playing,” Kovacs said, while 
working withhisownson Ryan, who 
wants to be a goalkeeper. 

“] think kids are starting to play at 
a much earlier age too,” Kovacs con- 
tinued. “I see younger kids coming 
up through the ranks with better skills 
- itseems like there are more leagues 
for them to play in and they’re taking 
advantage of it.” 

Taconic High School Athletic Di- 
rector Carl Boteze says that the low 
cost of soccer is another plus for 
schools and soccer parents. “Somany 
kids can get involved for very little 
cost,” Boteze said. “All they really 
need to have is a t-shirt and a pair of 
sneakers and they can go out and 
play.” 

This summer, ‘the United States 
hosted the World Cup soccer tourna- 
ment - soccer's version of The World 
Series and the Superbowl] combined 
- which may have sparked greater 
interest in the sport among adults as 
well as kids. 

“I think people gained some re- 
spect for the sport after watching the 
World Cup,” said Dick Asher, dur- 
ing half-time of a Taconic vs. Taconic 
alumni game Tuesday evening. 
“Some people had the idea that it 


and I think they were impressed.” 
“The World Cup was great,” said 
Bill Flynn, Taconic Girls varsity soc- 
cer coach. “The games were fantastic 
- SO many people I've talked to have 


said they couldn’t believe how excit- 


ing it was to watch soccer - they were 
surprised by that. 

“Soccer has been growing in popu- 
larity for a long time - and not just 
with boys - girls are enjoying soccer 
moreand more too,” Flynnsaid. “The 
World Cup turned even more people 
on to it.” 

Taconic high school player Bill 
Fezzi believes that soccer is more 
physically demanding than basket- 
ball or football. “Soccer is really a 
contact sport and I don’t think that 
people realize that,” Fezzi said. “I 
think it’s much tougher than other 
sports - the World Cup showed that 
to a lot of people who didn’t have a 


fealunderstanding of the game.” 


wasn't a real tough, physical sport 
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Fezzi, a junior at Taconic, says he 
has seen the sport grow in popular- 
ity since he started playing at age 
four. “When | first started, there were 
only one or two leagues to play in,” 
Fezzi said. “Now there are more op- 
portunities for kids to play at every 
age.” 

Asher, and some of his teammates 
playing for Taconic alumni, still play 
soccer ina local adult summer league. 
“We have players from high school 
age up to40 years old playing,” Asher 
said. 

“People love this game - that’s why 
these guys still play,” said Flynn, 
pointing out a few alumni players 
playing despite knee braces and other 
ailments caused by age. “I’d be out 
there now too but I just found out - 
after playing all weekend - that I 
have a stress fracture in my foot.” 

Taconic High School is hosting a 
tournament of its own this weekend, 
for four area High Schools: Taconic, 
St. Joseph, Drury and Mt. Everett. 

“It’s going to be a good tourna- 
ment,” 
girls and boys games and we’ve got 
some really good players’ - really 
skilled players on the teams.” 

With all of this enthusiasm for the 
game, soccer may get even more 
popular. “It’s the ee ok game in 
the world,” said Fezzi. “Why? Be- 
cause it’s fun.” 


said Flynn. “We'll have both . |} 


Soccer is a family affair for John Kovacs and his son, Ryan. 
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Frigid, 
but fearless 


Temperatures were around 
zero, but that didn’t stop 42 
youngsters from. taking part 
in yesterday’s 49th annual 
Pittsfield City Ski Meet at 
Bousquet. In top photo, Ray- 
mond Woitkowski passes 4 
gate en route to victory in his 
age 11-13 division. At left 
above, young Sean Donovan 
(71) eyes his surroundings 
with determination. At left 
below, Michael Coomer, 7, 


shows that he is prepared for 


the elements. ' 
bake 


usch tops 
City Meet 
ski times 


PITTSFIELD — Amanda Busch 
posted the fastest time of the day, 
completing the course in 31.50 
seconds to head a field of 42 
youngsters who took part yester- 
day in the 49th annual Pittsfield 
City Ski Meet. , 

Frigid conditions failed to puta 
damper on the event, which is 
sponsored by the Pittsfield Win- 
ter Sports Committee. 

The top three finishers in each 
category were awarded a trophy, 
with skiers divided into catego- 
ries of those with race experi- 
ence and those without. Top fin- 


ishers are aS follows: 


GIRLS INEXPERIENCED 
8-10: Erica Tuggey, 40.79. 


GIRLS EXPERIENCED 
F-under: 1. Kathryn Hollister, 36.19; 2. Caitlin Cronin, 
28.90. 
8-10: 1. Sarah Knight, 32.02; 2. Eliza Grassy, 36.54; 3. 


Mary Lyon, 36.87. 
44-13: 1. Amanda Busch, 31.50; 2. Elizabeth Hollister, 
34.07; 3. Abby Shepard, 34.73. 


BOYS INEXPERIENCED 
8-10: 1. Peter Zanconato, 34.19; 2. Dan Miller, 39.30. 
41-13: 1. Raymond Woitkowski, 34.31; 2. James Cahill, 
34,97. 


BOYS EXPERIENCED 
7-under: 1. Jason Busch, 35.80; 2. Shane Broderick, 
41.21; 3. Matt Hudlin, 42.80. 
8-10: 1. Colin Hollister, 32.28; 2. Chris Cronin, 32.84; 3. 
Matt Madison, 33.38. 
41-13: 1. Bryan Patton, 31.71; 2. Robert: Edwards, 
39.14: 3. Anthony Greer, 33.50. 
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Contestants seeking to be named the 49th Winter Carnival 
queen are, from left to right, in front: Kristi M. Warren, 


Marie A. Mendonsa, reigning queen Trinity Finn, reigning 


Jady-in-waiting Jill Bourassa, Danielle 


T. Esposito and 


Kellie 
Bolus, 
Mellott, 


“Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


L. Meyer. In back are Carrie A. Ethier, Sarah A. 
Tatiana A. Goclowski, Stacey L. Lysobey, Jessica L. 
Christie S. Blake, Lisa M. Massery, Regina E. 


Dastoli, Laurie A. Massery and Tina M. Catalano. 


ourteen vie for Winter Carnival queen 


PITTSFIELD — The city’s 49th 
annual Winter Carnival Queen 
Contest has officially begun with 
14 contestants enrolled following 
an uphill battle to keep the event 
-alive. 

As recently as two weeks ago, 
only four contestants had signed 
‘up, but an intensive publicity 
campaign conducted by the con- 
test organizers turned up the ad- 
ditional participants. 

Each contestant must sell a 
minimum of $1,000 buttons at 50 
eents each to be eligible to com- 
pete for the title of Winter Car- 
nival queen or lady-in-waiting, 
said contest director Pamela 
Delmolino. 

Proceeds from button sales 
help to finance the various activ- 
ities planned for the carnival. 

Selection of the queen and 
lady-in-waiting will be made 
Friday, Feb. 11, at a ball at Sons 
of Italy Itam Lodge. The contes- 
tants choose a Miss Congeniality, 
and an award is given to the 
contestant who sells the most 
buttons. All winners receive gifts 
donated by local merchants. 

This year’s contestants are: 


» Christie S. Blake, 17, daugh- 
ter of Dennis and Rosemarie 
Blake of Grant Street, Pittsfield. 
A junior at Taconic High School, 
she is co-vice president of her 
class and participates in such 
school activities as the prom and 
dance committee, Student Senate, 
Students Against Driving Drunk 
and Berkshire Youth United. 
Blake hopes to attend college and 
study chemical engineering and 
Spanish. She is employed by 
Jimmy’s Restaurant, which is 
sponsoring her in the contest. 


> Sarah A. Bolus, 17, daughter 
of Saleem and Charlotte Bolus of 
Franklin Street, Pittsfield. She is 
a junior at Taconic High School, 
where she is on the swim team 
-and the prom and dance commit- 
tee and is a member of the Latin 
Club, Pep Club and Honor Soci- 
ety. She hopes to attend college 
and major in physical therapy. An 


- 


employee of the YMCA, Bolus is 
being sponsored in the contest by 
Karin F. Bolus for Mary Kay 
Cosmetics. | 

> Tina M. Catalano, 17, daugh- 
ter of Arthur and Colleen Cata- 
lano of Swamp Road, Richmond. 
A senior at Taconic High School, 
she is on the prom and dance 
committee and is layout editor for 
the class yearbook. She also is a 
member of Students Against 
Driving Drunk and the Travel 
Club. Catalano hopes to attend 
college and become an architect. 
She is employed by CVS and is 
being sponsored in the contest by 
the Pittsfield Fire Department 
and Interim Health Care. 

> Regina E. Dastoli, 17, daugh- 
ter of Robert and Marianne Das- 
toli of Livingston Avenue, Pitts- 
field. She is a senior at Pittsfield 
High School, where she is in- 
volved in the color guard, Pep 
Club and chorus. A member of 
the swim team, she also enjoys 
piano, singing, dancing and ice 
skating. She has been accepted at 
the University of South Carolina 
and plans to major in special 
education and minor in law. Das- 
toli’s sponsor is the Catholic 
Youth Center, where she volun- 
teers as a cheerleading coach. 

> Danielle T. Esposito, 17, 
daughter of Robert and Deanna 
Esposito of Elaine Avenue, Dal-. 
ton. A senior at St. Joseph’s High 
School, she is a member of the 
Student Council and is a home- 
room representative. Esposito 
also teaches Confraternity of 
Christian Doctrine classes and is 
a Bible camp counselor for Sa- 
ered Heart Church. She enjoys 
baby sitting and hopes to attend 
college, receive a degree in edu- 
cation and open her own day-care 
eenter. She is employed by. Sin- 
icon Plastics and also works in 
the Sacred Heart rectory. 

> Carrie A. Ethier, 17, daughter 
of James and Marjorie Ethier of 
Euclid Avenue, Pittsfield. A sen- 


ior at Pittsfield High School, she > 
is captain of the cheerleading. 


squad, member of the yearbook 


staff and secretary of the Pep 
Club. Ethier, who enjoys dancing 
and acting, is a cheerleading 
coach at the CYC and involved 
with the Berkshire Public The- 
atre. She is employed by Gross- 
man’s Lumber as a cashier. 

> Tatiana A. Goclow'ski, 18, 
daughter of Bernard aind Lucy 
Goclowski of 287 Holmé>s Road, 
Pittsfield. She is a 1993 graduate 
of St. Joseph’s High School, 
where she was co-captain of the 
ski team, a member of the cross 
country team, part of the Spanish 
tutorial program and on the prom 
committee. Now in the: nursing 
program at the Elms College, 
Chicopee, she is in the Step 
Forward Program anc! student 
ambassador. Goclowski is a vol- 
unteer for the Special Olympics 
and in the spring wil! play la- 
ecrosse at the Elms. She enjoys 
alpine skiing, tennis~atid biking. 
She would like to become a reg- 
istered nurse and go ion to be- 
come a pediatrician. She is em- 
ployed by The Express in the 
Berkshire Mall. 


me Stacey L. Lysobey, 17, 
daughter of Robert and Marilyn 
Lysobey of Newell Street, Pitts- 
field. She is a senior at Pittsfield 
High School, where she is secre- 
tary of the Latin Club, treasurer 
of the National Honor Society 
and a past president and trea- 
surer of the 4-H Exchange Club. 
She is a member of her church 
choir and of the Youth Group 
executive board. Lysobey plans to 
attend college with a major in 
classics and possibly become a 
teacher. She baby-sits, tutors 
learning-disabled children and is 
a member of the academic de- 
cathlon. 


> Lotirie A. Massery, 17, 
daughter of Philip and Marylou 
Massery of Barker Road, Pitts- 
field. She is a senior at Taconic 
High School, where she is a 
meerleader, is involved in the 


Pep Club and prom and dance 


committee, and is president of 
the School Senate. She is also on 


the School Committee, Service 


Society. and Students Against 


5 Driving Drunk and is literary ed- 


itor of the yearbook. Massery is 
on the Peer Resource Team and 
part of Berkshire Youth United. 
She is employed by Van Heusen 
in the Lenox House Country 
Shops. 

» Lisa M. Massery, 17, daughter 
of Philip and Marylou Massery of 
Barker Road, Pittsfield. The twin 
of Laurie Massery, she is a senior 
at Taconic High School. She is 
vice president of the Student 
Senate, a member of the Honor 
Society and Students Against 


Driving Drunk, and enjoys paint- 
ing. She has been a cheerleader 
for two years and a member of 
the Service Society. Massery is 
employed by the Bass Shoe Outlet 
in the Lenox Country Shops. - 

> Jessica L. Mellott, 17, daugh- 


ter of Linda Brown of High 
Street, Pittsfield, and Richard R. 
Mellott of Longmont, Colo. She is 
a senior at Taconic High School, 
where she is vice president of her 
class and yearbook editor and 
serves on the prom and dance 
committee. She is also a volun- 
teer at the Red Cross. Mellott, 
who would like to develop a ¢ca- 
reer in science, is employed by 
Bass Shoe Outlet and the 
Weathervane. 

>» Marie A. Mendonsa, 16, 
daughter of Sharon and William 
Mendonsa of Pittsfield. A junior 
at Pittsfield High School, she has 
been class treasurer since 9th 
grade, is a member of the Student 
Council, prom and dance com- 
mittee and Pep Club, and plays 
soccer and tennis. Meridonsa is a 
member of her church youw 
group and enjoys creative writ- 
ing, reading, basketball and ten- 
nis. She would like to attend col- 
lege to study business manage- 
ment or social work. She is a 
paper carrier for The Berkshire 
Eagle. 


> Kellie L. Meyer, 16, daughter 
of Michael and Donna Meyer of 
Newton Avenue, Pittsfield. She is 
a junior at Taconic High School, 
where she is co-vice president of 
her class. She is also a cheer- 
leader and a member of the Pep 
Club, Latin Club, Travel Club, 
prom and dance committee, 
Berkshire Youth United, Student 
Senate and Students Against 
Driving Drunk. She is in the Na- 
tional Yiwrar Saciaty and.a Sne- 
cial Olympics and blood drive 
volunteer. Meyer plans to attend 
college to become a pharmacist. 
She is employed by Hour Glass 
Women’s Fitness Center and is 
being sponsored by Samel’s Deli 
& Catering. 


> Kristi M. Warren, 16, daugh- 
ter of Paul and Ilene Warren of 
Holmes Road, Pittsfield. She is a 
junior at Pittsfield High School, | 
where she is a member of the Pep ] 
Club, Students Against Driving 
Drunk and Leaders Club and is a 
Big Sister. She served as a stu- | 
dent ambassador for the United 
States in Australia. Warren is a 
Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine teacher at Sacred Heart 


Church and enjoys creative writ- 


ing and water-skiing. She would 
like to attend college to become a 
marine biologist. She is employed 
by Pretty Paws in Pittsfield. 





Toboggan races slated Jan. 23 
The Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee h 
as scheduled the annual. 
toboggan races, an event of the 49th Pittsfield Winter Carnival, on 
Sunday, Jan. 23, from noon to 3:30 at Osceola Park. 
The races, open to residents of Pittsfield and adjoining towns, will 
consist of two-, three- and four-person events. Each toboggan will 
make two runs, with the better of the two times recorded. Trophies 
mh he as to the top three finishers in each category 
nly wooden, U-shaped toboggans wil : 
ee as gg will be allowed. Some will be 
end forms may be obtained in advance at the Department of Parks 
Ba ta oe ee St., or at the park on race day from 11 to 
plicants under 18 must have 
ee rene eos a parent's consent on the form. 


Further information. may be obtained f 
Przedpelski, 447-9768. rom chairman Ronald D. ‘' 


as tes 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Breaking the ice 


Amy Siegel of Pittsfield hel Vee 
Pectin Oh Skates. elps her daughter, Marlyn, 6, get the hang of skating at the Common on ee a vali 


_- 


Skating club sets 


training program 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club, in con- 
junction with the Pittsfield De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation, 
will conduct a learn-to-skate pro- 
gram during the Christmas school 
vacation at the Pittsfield Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club. 

The program will run Tuesday, 


Dec. 27, through Friday, Dec. 30, 
from 11:45 to 12:45. 


‘The program, open to Pittsfield 
children, will be under the direc- 


Ice trials set competitor record 


The Pittsfield Winter Carnival auto ice trials attracted a record 98 
entrants for the two days ‘of competition at Onota Lake last weekend. 

There were 58 competitors Saturday, and another 40 on Sunday. 
They raced their automobiles around a bumpy, 1.42-mile course. 

The winners were as follows: 


| SATURDAY 
Dune buggy — John Fairweather, Pittsfield, driving a 1973 Volkswagen dune buggy (1 
minute, 40.870 seconds). 

Front-engine, front-wheel drive — Unstudded tire class: Edward Lansinger, Troy, N.Y., 
-4986 Dodge Omni GLH Turbo (2:06.118). Studded tire class: Brad Martin, Barkhamsted, Conn., 
4984 Volkswagen Rabbit (2:06.620). Ice racer, studded tire class: Tom Moriarty, Chatham, N.Y., 
4971 Saab 96 (1:49.971). Sheetmetal screws in tires for studs class: James Moore, Bloomfield, 
Conn., 1992 Honda Civic DX (1 43,620). 

Front-engine, rear-wheel drive — Unstudded tire class: Clark Nicholls, Lee, 1978 Buick 
Estate Wagon (2:15.59). Sheetmetat screws in tires for studs class: Mark Formel, Great 
Barrington, 1972 Cpe! Manta (1:46.517). V4 x 20 bolts in tires for studs: Bob Green, Falls Village, 
Conn., 1970 Chevrolet station wagon (1:59.056). 

Four-wheel drive — David Cook, Housatonic, 1978 Subaru Brat (1 :57.601). 


SUNDAY 

Dune buggy — Bernie Malumphy, Pittsfield, 1973 Volkswagen dune buggy (1 '34.017). 

Front-engine, front-wheel drive — Unstudded tire class: Thomas Riso, Troy, 1985 Chrysler 
LeBaron Turbo (2:03.811). Sheetmetal screws in tires for studs class: James Moore, Bloomfield, 
4992 Honda Civic DX (1:42.592). 

Front-engine, rear-wheel drive — Unstudded tire class: Clark Nicholls, Lee, 1978 Buick 
Estate Wagon (2:18.135). Sheetmetal screws in tires for studs class (Opel Manta): Mark Formel, 
Great Barrington, 1972 Opel Manta (1:45.681). Sheetmetal screws in tires for studs class 
(Mazda RX-7): Raymond Hall, Great Barrington, 1980 Mazda RX-7 (1:54.908). V4 x 20 bolts in 
tires for studs class: David Cook, Housatonic, 1970 Chevrolet station wagon (2:05.151). 

Rear-engine, rear-wheel drive: ‘4 x20 bolts in tires for studs: Robert Moser, Pittsfield, 1974 
Fiat X1-9 (1:46.353). ‘ par 

Four-wheel drive — David Cook, Housatonic, 1978 Subaru Brat (1 56.931) sd -| 7-1 Y 


tion of William Farry. 
Registration will be Wednesday, 


Dec. 14, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 


the Department of Parks and 
Recreation office, 874: North St. 
The fee is $15, and the first 80 
children will be accepted. 


Children should wear gloves, 2 
‘helmet and no double-runner 
gkates, an announcement from the 
club said. 


oe i a 


\ 





Przed- 


stresses that for these 
races, only authentic toboggans 


inued on D5 
seq 


with registration — 
nt 


beginning at 11. There is no entry 


fee. 


city’s annual toboggan races at_ 
Osceola Park off West Housatonic 


Although the term toboggan 
eg 


may connote various images to 
those who slide down neighbor- 


hood embankments perched upon 


event of the Winter Carnival, he 
said, and are slated to run from 


Street on Sunday. The races are. 
the. fastest and most popular 


slabs of cheap plastic, 


noon to 3:30, 
pelski 


PITTSFIELD 


Special to The Eagle 
toboggan is as much a part 
of a traditional New Eng- 


By Maryann Carnes 
land winter as hot choco- 


late and a wool scarf. It means 
Ronald D. Przedpelski, Winter 


Sports Committee chairman, is 
Przedpelski is coordinating the 


Skimming the slopes 
on a racing 

ume dropped way down to a 

hoping it will be the highlight of 

the annual Winter Carnival this 


WHOOSH. 


coasting down an all-white hill on 
a chilly afternoon, with the vol- 


weekend. 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Common, Clapp eyed Tor winter Skatiriy 


Plans are afoot to provide publicice skating at both the Common and Clapp 


Park this winter. — 

“The fire department has graciously agreed t 
Common and also help at Clapp,” said Anthony 
parks commission. | Boe 

Massimiano said that board member Cliff Nila ! 
Fire Chief James Tobin, seeking to ensure two free Ss 
time in many years. ! Pe 

“It’s a major project to keep a rink open, Sal 
it right.” | 

The new skating area at Clapp would be located in the n 


the baseball field used for American Legion games. | 
Commission member Rick Scapin said that representatives of Western 


Mass. Electric Company have indicated a willingness to help improve light- 

ing at Clapp Park. “It's a winter sports area,” noted Massimiano. “It will be 
ood to use it again.” | 

; A timetable for flooding the skating areas will depend on the oe | 

the availability of fire officers. as IX Os 14 | 


| ee — 


ohelp flood and maintain the 
Massimiano, chairman of the 


nand he met recently with 
kating sites for the first 


d Massimiano. “We want to do 


orthwest corner of 


‘races. 


— achs, 


Tobogganing began 


with Indian hunters 


@ TOBOGGANS, from D1 
may be used. 


Such toboggans, which were 
first built out of bark by Ameri- 
can Indian hunters to carry game 
over the snow, are made of strips 
of hickory, ash or maple with the 
front ends curved back. The 
strips are fastened together by 
cross-pieces into one compact 
unit. The under surface is highly 
polished and the sled is usually 6 
to 8 feet long and 1% feet wide. 

Toboggans, which will be pro- 
vided to those who do not have 
their own, will race down the 
formidable. three-story high, 150- 
yard-long hill at Osceola Park one 
by one. Three trophies will be 
awarded in each of three catego- 
ries: two-, three- and four-person 
The winning toboggans 
streak to the finish in about 15 
seconds, or 40 miles per hour, 
said Przedpelski, with the three- 
person teams usually having the 
fastest finish time. 

Fach team is allowed two runs 
and an individual may be a part 
of more than one team. The to- 
boggan is clocked using an elec- 
tronic timing wand at the top of 
the hill that activates itself when 
the toboggan crosses its path, and 
with a similarly devised eye at 
the bottom that stops the clock. 

“These races are very profes- 
sionally run as far as timing 


goes,” said Przedpelski. 
Although the 50-pound tobog- 


gans will be carried up the hill “i 


via a snowmobile, participants 
must trek up the incline by foot. 
Once there they will sit upright 


on the toboggan with their legs ° 


firmly wrapped around the per- 


son in front of them. Generally, © 


the person in the front steers the 
toboggan placing his feet under 
the lip of the sled based. on how 
they lean their bodies. 


This version of sliding can only 
be accomplished to a comfortable 
and proficient degree through 
practice, said longtime toboggan- 
ist Philip H. Green, since most 
people are used to sleds they 
steer while lying on their stom- 
face to the wind, their 
hands guiding their course by 
moving the front half of the run- 
ners. 

Green, who with his team of 
relatives and friends has taken 
some 25 trophies over the years, 


pal [- ) f val ? tC 
advises his teammates to initially 
dig in the snow with their hands 
when crossing the starting line to 
mobilize speed. “After that, 
there’s no more to do but hang on 
to the rope and don’t fall off,” 
said Green. ; 

Distant cousins to the toboggan 
are the bobsled and luge, both 
features of the Winter Olympic 
Games. A bobsled can reach a. 
speed of 100 mph and the luge, 80 
mph. This year, Brian Shimer, a 
bobsledder from the state of 
Florida who has only been sliding 
for three years, is expected to 
strike Olympic gold in Lil- 
lehammer. } 

No special training or skills are 
needed to maneuver a toboggan, 
and participants rarely sustain 
any significant bodily harm aside 
from minor sprains, bruises or 
“irritated butts” said Przedpelski, 
which result from unavoidably 
veering into bumps or icy moguls. 
He advises participants to pad 
themselves by dressing in layers. 
Current weather and snow condi- 
tions are perfect for the races, he 
added. i 

And, as with most winter sports , 
enthusiasts, Green is undaunted 
by falling temperatures. “The 
colder it is, the faster I go,” he 
Said. | 


Organizational meeting 
set on Winter Carnival 


PITTSFIELD — The 


Sports Committee of the Depart- 


ment of Parks and Recreation will 
hold an organizational meeting to 
plan for the 50th annual Pittsfield 
Winter Carnival, according to Ron 
Predzepelski, committee chair- 
man. | 
The meeting will be at the 
Springside House, 874 North St., 
on Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
Dates for the Winter Carnival 
events and their chairmen will be 
announced at that meeting. 
Anyone interested in assisting 
the committee in ponder the 
events is invited to the meeting. 
patie 


Greens post fastest toboggan time 


The Green family, Phil, Melinda and Ben from 21 Third St., posted 
the fastest time and won the three-person division in the annual 
toboggan races hosted by the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee on 


Sunday at Osceola Park. 


The event attracted a record 54 teams that competed in two-person, 


three-person and four-person divisions. 


Top finishers in each division are as follows: 


; d John 
Two-person: 1. John and Andy Bak, 26 Walnut St., 13.14 seconds; 2. Christopher an 
Bak, 36 Walnut St., 13.25; 3. Elizabeth and Tom Goggins, 44 Thomson Place, 13.29. 


Three-person: 1. Phil, Melinda and Ben Green, 21 Third 


St., 12.81; 2. Kellie, Katie and Karyn 


Koziara, 32 Victoria Lane, 13.26; 3. Jim, Bob and Mike Bak, 50 Ridge Ave., 13.51. 


Four-person: 1. Mark and Jason Hamiing, 


side Ave., and Phil and Ben Green, 21 


Third St., 13.10; 2. Ron Mazzio Jr., John, Matt and Mary Rose Mazzeo, 36 Essex St., 14.03; 3. 


Jim, Bob, Mike and Matt Bak, 50 Ridge Ave., 14.32. 


PASTY 





PITTSFIELD — Lisa Massery 
of Pittsfield, a Taconic High 
School student, was crowned 
Pittsfield’s. new Winter Carnival 
queen for 1994 at the 49th annual 
Winter Carnival ball Friday night 
at the Itam Lodge. 

_ She was crowned by outgoing 
carnival queen Trinity Finn 

about 10:30 p.m. Sarah Bolus of 

Pittsfield was crowned as lady-in-. 

waiting by outgoing lady-in- | 
waiting Jill Bourassa. 


The new queen was wearing a- 


fitted gold floor-length, sequined 
gown. Her escort was Matthew 
Chenail. 

Bolus was wearing 4 white 
sheath gown of embroidered 
satin. She was escorted by her 
father, Saleem Bolus. 

In her new role as carnival 
queen, Massery will reign over 
the remaining events of the Win- 
ter Carnival and those of next 
year that take place prior to the 
ball. 


Many gifts 


The new queen, her lady-in- 
waiting and the 12 other contes- 
tants were given a variety of gifts 


following the coronation cere- | 


monies. Each contestant received 
an 8-by-10 color photograph and a 
bracelet along with other gift 
certificates and gifts donated by 
local merchants. 

Kellie Meyer received a cash 
award for being top button seller 
with a total of 2,700 of the 18,168 
buttons the 14 contestants sold. 
Button sales netted $9,080.50. 

Laurie Massery, the newly 
crowned queen's twin, was named 
Miss Congeniality by vote of the 
contestants. : 


For queen contest chairman 
Pamela Delmolino, the corona- 
tion was a satisfactory ending for 
a contest that started with too-few 
contestants and a struggle to get 
more 

“It took a little bit more leg- 
work in going to the high schools 
and actually handing some girls 
applications,” Delmolino said 
Saturday, “but it ended up won- 
derfully. 

“These were 14 of the most so- 
ciable and friendly girls .. . and 
they ended up close friends.” 


The button sale money helps 
support carnival events planned 
by the Pittsfield Winter Sports 


Committee of the Department of 


Parks and Recreation. The money 
also assists local competitors who 
are competing on the state, re- 
gional and national levels. 


Massery, who is 17, is the 


Lisa Massery don 
Carnival ball. At 1 


daughter of Phillip and Marylou 
Massery of Barker Road. She is a 
member of the National Honor 
Society at Taconic, is vice presl- 
dent of the student senate and 
has been a cheerleader for two 
years. She works at the Bass Shoe 
Outlet in the Lenox House Coun- 
try Shops. 

Bolus is the daughter of Saleem 
and Charlotte Bolus of Pittsfield 
and is a junior at Taconic High 


swimming team and a member of 
the prom and dance committee, 
Students Against Driving Drunk, 
the student senate, 
Club, Latin Club, Pep Club and 


preside 


Chery! 


where she is on the 


the Travel 


Nationa! 
works as a lifeguard and swim 
instructor at the YMCA. 
Meyer, 16, is the daughter - of 
Michael and Donna Meyer and is 
a junior at Taconic High School, 
where she is one of two vice: 
nts of her class. — 
Berkshire 
provided 


chairman. Anthony 
master of ceremonies. 
The three judges were Joan M. 
Phelps of New Lebanon, N.Y.., 
state Rep. Christopher Hodgkins, 
D-Lee, and Deborah Hodgkins of 


Lee. A-13- a a 


“Mayor Edward Reilly. “It’s im- 
portant that we make a determi 
| r tion ofjustwhat thecity needs.” 
3 Themayor’scomments cameat ~ 
| the beginning of a public hearing 
Monday — the first of two — to 
| gatherinputonrecreationalneeds. 
The city’s park commission, rel-_ 
egated in recent years to oversee- _ 
ing a small operational budget, 
‘Sponsored Monday’s event. In 
_addition to the public comments 
the commissioners heard, fivecity 
! councilors have responded to an 
invitation to provide written sug- 
gestions. — : 
Among the points raised by resi- 
dents and councilors: eiedel 
LAKE PARKS. Vinnie Hebert, 
the longtime former director of 
the city’s park system, said past — 
_ Surveys “show people want more 
swimming and picnic facilities.” 
_ Upgrading facilities at Pontoosuc 
and Onota lakes is also a priority 
for several councilors. e 


—_——_ 


Photo by Robert Shartrand 


ned the queen’s cape Friday at the Winter 
eft is Sarah Bolus, named lady-in-waiting. 


Honor Society. She 


Sun Productions 

music for dancing. 
Morehouse was ball 
Riello was 


Carnival queen contestants 
sought; scholarships offered 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield 
Winter Sports Committee has ex- 
tended the deadline for applicants 
for Winter Carnival queen to Dec. 
26 and has announced it will offer 
scholarships to the winner and her 
lady-in-waiting. 

Pamela Delmolino, chairwoman 
said that the committee will give a 
$500 scholarship to the queen and 
a $250 scholarship to the lady-in- 
waiting. The money will come 
from committee funds accrued 
from the sale of buttons in previ- 
ous years, she said. 

To date, only two. candidates 
have applied. The contest is open 
to single women from age 17 to 21 
who live, attend school or work in- 
Pittsfield or live in an adjoining 


town. 


Contestants will be judged on 
poise, personality, appearance 
expression and knowledge of the 
Winter Carnival. Each contestant 
must sell a minimum of 1,000 
be Carnival buttons. 

e queen will be crown 
the ball on Feb. 10 at the ONL 
shire Hilton Inn. In celebration of 
the 50th anniversary year, former 
queens and their escorts will at- 
tend. Among them is Delmolino 
who was 1976 Winter Carnival 
queen and has been heading the 
committee since 1978. She also is 
secretary of the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee of the Depart- 
ment of Parks and Recreation, 


sponsors of the contest. Ja / 17 if Fe 
| Se 


Angelo 
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Volunteers needed to keep 
venerable tradition alive 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A 50-year-old tra- 
dition in Pittsfield is floundering but 
a small committee of volunteers will 
not let it die. To them, it would be 
too great a loss for the city. The Win- 
ter Carnival, which once defined 
what a snowy Pittsfield winter was 
all about, is at its make-it-or-break-it 
year. 

“We all have the feeling that we 
don’t want to see this end,” said Pa- 
tricia Peaslee, who has been a mem- 
ber of the Winter Carnival Committee 
since 1957. 

Nevertheless, the’ group last year 
made a commitment to see the Pitts- 
field Winter Carnival through to its 


centennial year. That’s this winter. 
After that, a decision will be made on 
whether to continue the tradition. 

In years gone by, Norman Rockwell 
served as a judge in the Winter Car- 
nival Queen contest. Longtime vol- 
unteer Vincent J. Hebert remembers 
a few off years when the committee 
had to bring in snow for the big ski 
meet. In earlier years, when the ski 
meet was held at the state forest, the 
children actually packed their own 
hill before skiing down. 

Yesterday, several members of the 
committee laughed when they re- 
membered the queen contestant who 
broke all records by selling 7,000 
buttons. All of them have long ten- 


CARNIVAL, continued on B3 


| 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 


, Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Deadline for 
returning applications for the 
Winter Carnival Queen contest 


has been extended again to 
Friday in an effort to attract 
/more candidates. 


tt Ronald D. Przedpelski is 
‘ehairman of the Pittsfield Winter 
‘Sports Committee, which spon- 


sors the carnival with the De- 


partment of Parks and Recreation 


and with which he has been as- 


sociated for almost 16 years. He 


also is carnival chairman for the 
fourth year. 
Yesterday he visited St. 


Joseph’s, Taconic and Pittsfield 
high school principals in an effort 


to persuade them to nominate 


girls to participate in the queen 


eontest, one of several carnival 
events. “It’s definitely an uphill 


\ battle this year,” he said. 


\ 


% 


“I appealed to the principals, 
who know the student body 
themselves, to maybe pick a few 
people, hand them an applica- 
tion.” 


Przedpelski said the event is 
not a beauty contest, but an op- 
portunity for young women to 
meet a variety of people, gain 
self-confidence and build char- 
acter while selling buttons at 50 
cents each to support the carni- 
val, a Pittsfield institution since 
1946. Each girl is required to sell 
at least 1,000 buttons. . 


The committee also would like 
to sponsor a fashion show with 
the contestants as models for the 
49th season. 


Other carnival events include a 
city ski meet Jan. 15 at. Bous- 
quet’s, toboggan races Jan. 23 at 
Osceola Park and a family day 
Jan. 30 at Controy Pavilion at 
Burbank Park. 


As of Sunday, Pamela Del- 
molino, chairman of the queen 
contest, had only four applica- 
tions, four fewer than last year. 

“We’re going to run it, no mat- 
ter what,” Przedpelski said. 
“Weve already purchased the 
buttons, and we have to try to sell 
them.” 

With four candidates, a queen, 
lady-in-waiting, Miss Congeniality 
and top button seller ‘could be 
named. He said, “With four girls 
willing to come forward, we 
should be able to go for it.” 


Ball planned Feb. 11 


He planned to visit Wahconah 
Regional and Lenox high schools 
today to try to get one person 
from each school plus one each 
from the Pittsfield schools for a 
total of “at least eight or nine.” 

The contest has had as many as 
16 and as few as eight candidates 
for queen. This year, the corona- 


tion will take place at the carni- 
val ball Feb. 11 at Itam Lodge. 
The queen receives a monetary 
award, as well as gifts, many of 
which are donated by local mer- 
chants. 

Przedpelski said the final deci- 
sion as to whether to hold the 
queen contest will be made by 
the committee tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
at Springside House. | 


At the first ball in 1946, Theresa 


Tsyziewski Burke was crowned 
snow queen, and Emilou Starke 
Rutledge was named _ lady-in- 
waiting. 


Delmolino, crowned carnival 


“queen in 1976, has been on the 


committee for 15 years. “This is 
the worst I’ve ever seen,” she 
said. “When I won in 1976, we had 
an overabundance of girls and 
had to eliminate some.” The de- 
clining interest she attributed to 
girls being involved in too many 


school activities. vA 


Eagle file photo by Richard A. Gaut 


Competitors sailed down the Clapp Park hill during the 1965 Winter Carnival. 


Deadline extended for carnival queen contest N 


hig 





@ CARNIVAL, from Bl 

ures on the committee and lots of 
stories to tell. It didn’t sound like 
any of them wanted to see the 
Winter Carnival fold its tent in 
Pittsfield. 

Hebert noted that the Winter 
Carnival is the epitome of home- 
spun charm. For generations of 
_ Pittsfield children, “it’s. what 

dreams were made of,” he said. 
_ The carnival began long before 
_ television sets and other organized 
events were available to break up 
a long Berkshire winter. The point 
was to get people out and involved 
| with the community, the commit- 
tee said. It has always been spon- 
sored by the Pittsfield Winter 
Sports Committee and the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation. 


Volunteers needed 


The problem plaguing the tradi- 
tion is essentially a lack of volun- 
teers. Putting on the kind of show 
that the Winter Carnival has 
staged requires legions of helpers 
— some with expertise in winter 
sports. For one reason or another, 
the pool of volunteers that once 
fueled the Winter Carnival has 
diminished over the years. 

Members of the committee said 
that what the Winter Carnival 


_heeds is an infusion of dedication | 


from the city. 

The 50th celebration is already 
_ under way. Last week, the com- 
mittee completed its first major 
task of the season by selecting the 
button design that will be used as 
_ the logo for this year’s event. 
Drawn by Monica Pate, a 9th 
grader from Taconic High School, 
the design depicts an ancient to- 
boggan with side rails that will 
appear on the 50-cent buttons sold 
by the queen contestants. 

Barbara Sherman, chairman of 
the button design contest, said 
there were 245 entries from 
schoolchildren this year and’ se- 
lecting the winner was one of the 
most difficult decisions that the 
committee has faced in a long 
time. 


Coronation ball 


The committee is also pulling 
out all the stops for the Winter 
Carnival Queen’s coronation ball, 
which will be held this year at: the 
Berkshire Hilton Inn on Feb. 10. 
In light of the 50th anniversary, 
the committee is inviting all pre- 
vious queens from the past 49 
years to attend. 

As it has in the past; button 
sales are the financial underpin- 
ning of the entire Winter Carnival. 
For the first time ever, the com- 
mittee has received a $2,500 ap- 
' propriation from the city of Pitts- 
field, which will be used to help 
defray the cost of family day on 
Jan. 29 when most of the outside 
events will be held at the Controy 
Pavilion at Onota Lake. 

Indeed, the sports events, like 
the ski meet, the toboggan races, 
skating races, snowshoe races, the 
ice fishing derby, the golf on ice 
tournament and the automobile 
ice trials, are the heart and soul of 
the Winter Carnival. Many of the 
events have been in place for 50 
years. 


‘To make it as much a family day | 
as possible, the committee throws | 


in other attractions such as kite 


flying, a snow sculpture contest, | 


The Berkshire Eagle, Monday, December 5, 1994 — p. 


for Winter Carnival 


Pittsfield Winter Carnival buttons feature this 
winning design by Taconic High freshman Monica 


Pate. 


Laconic student’s design 
is right on the button 


PITTSFIELD — Monica Pate, a 9th-grade student at Taconic 
High School, has won the button design contest sponsored by 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports Committee Inc. 

Her design, which features a toboggan, will be used on all 
buttons sold to support the 1995 Pittsfield Winter Carnival. 

Other category winners in the annual contest were the fol- 


lowing: 


» Kindergarten through Grade 2 division: Cortney Connors, 


Ist grade, Stearns School. 


» Grades 3 to 5: Jennifer Hermanski, 


School. 


» Grades 6 to 8: Elizabeth Ro 


School. 


» Grades 9 to 12: Heidi Hasen 


School. 


oth grade, Allendaie 


gers, 6th grade, Reid Middle 


gahl, 10th grade, Taconic High 


Barbara Sherman, chairman of the contest, said all category 
winners will receive a $25 gift certificate to the Berkshire Mall. 
Pate, the overall winner, will receive a $50 gift certificate to the 


mall, 


lieves the Winter Carnival is to a 
Pittsfield winter what the Fourth 
of July Parade is to the summer. 

Melle is a typical volunteer who 
came to a Winter Carnival event 
as a spectator more than 15 years 
ago and was roped into helping 
out. He’s been part of the organi- 
zation ever since. 

What the committee indicated 
yesterday is that they need a lot 
more like him. 

The following is a list of the 
90th annual Winter Carnival 
events: 

» Jan. 6 through Feb. 6, queen’s 
contest and button sales. 

Jan. 14, city ski meet at Bous- 
quet Ski Area, 10 a.m. 


; a nose 


haywagon rides and free balloons | 


and refreshments. 

The committee has consistently 
refused to charge people who at- 
tend the events. 


“We don’t want to give anyone a 
reason not to come,” said Ronald 
D. Przedpelski, the chairman for 
the last five years and acknowl- 
edged to be the mainstay of the 
Winter Carnival Committee these 
days. 


Przedpelski got hooked as a 


child when his father took him to’ 


the Winter Carnival. 

“To lose this would be a great 
loss,” he said. 

David Melle, who has been 
heading up the city ski meet for 
the last several years, said he be- 


BJan. 24, toboggan races, Os- 


. ceola park, noon to 3:30. 


PJan. 29, family day at the 
Controy Pavilion, 11 to 4. Events 
include sled races, skating races, 
showshoe races, snow sculpture 
contest, ice fishing derby, golf on 
ice tournament, haywagon rides, ° 
kite flying, free balloons and re- | 
freshments for children. 

bFeb. 10, queen’s coronation 
ball, Hilton ballroom, 9 p.m. 

) Feb. 11, 12, automobile ice tri- 
als, Controy Pavilion, registration 
9 to 11, timed runs from 11 to 4. 

b Feb. 19, Pittsfield Short Track 
Speed Skating Championships, 
Vietnam Veterans Skating Rink, 
North Adams. 
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Enhancing the city’s showcase parks at Onota and Pontoo 


eh 


ae 


suc lakes appe 


SOR aes Bes 


rs to be a common goal. 


4 


_ Representatives the Eagles Band (performing at Onota’s Burbank Park above) are suggesting the 


\~censtruction of a bandstand. 


-Parks need supervision, 


~ continued from page 1 
_. Stracuzzi’s list of goals strictly fo- 
~ cuses on lake parks, calling for pave- 
~ ment of Burbank Park roads and 
parking areas. Just as important, he 
said, is developing erosion control 
plans for the areas. 3 
Ward councilors James Boyle and 
- Joseph Guzzo also prioritize the lake 
parks, suggesting that Burbank Park 
~ could also be enhanced by adding 
_ campsites. 
- DESIGNATED AREAS. Park 
‘commissioner Rick Scapin favors de- 
~ -velopingnew athletic facilitiesatboth 
~ Springside and Brattleboro parks, but 
the common thread of his sugges- 
~ tions is constructing an 18 hole pub- 
_ lic golf ‘courses Schoolscommittee 
member Car] Filios also calls for des- 


— 


ignating more spaces for specific ac- 
tivities: “As a sports official, it’s clear 
to me we don’t have enough soccer 
fields in the city.” He also cites the 
need for more softball fields - “some 
are kind of sad and really need a little 
work.” 

SUPERVISION. Nancy Eppley 
hopes natural wild areas at 
Springside Park can be preserved — 
but not man-made wild areas. “We 
need bettersecurity with plainclothes 
officers patrolling,” she said. “The 
parking lot is not really safe there 
and I have been harassed by off road 
vehicles.” Longtime former Park Su- 
perintendent Vinnie Hebert agrees: 
“Time and money are only as good 
as a continued maintenance program 
and supervision.” Jim Riddle said 


> 


A-1a-4G4 


maintenance 


park police are “a very cost-effective 
thing to do.” 

PERFORMING ARTS. Athletics 
and recreation aren’t the only park 
uses, said Diane Nichols of the Eagles 
Band. Citing a three concert series 
the band gave at Burbank Park this 
summer, Nichols said “we found it 
very, very conducive to music-mak- 
ing.” But the city “simply has no 
good places to play,” she said, and a 
park bandstand or similar structure 
would fill the gap. “This is a chance 
to do more than just give lip service 
tothe performing arts, ” Nichols said. 

CENTER CITY. Parks can play an 
important role in city beautification, 
said Tommie Bailey of Pittsfield Beau- 
tiful. Calling Park Square “a center- 
pieco_of Dittcfield,” Bailey said the 

_ downtown circle would benefit from 
interior sidewalks, fountain repairs, 
~moreshrubbery and period lighting. 
Bailey also calls for a redesign of 
—Dunham Mall, “to make city hall 
_ more visible from North Street.” 
Varied list 


. Among other suggestions made 


publicly this week or in correspon- 


— dence to the park commission: 


* more trails and skating at 
Springside Park 

° lighting for various Park activi- 
ties 

¢ better park-school coordination 

* using past studies of park needs 
and strengths 

° charging fees for park usage 

° seeking grants for park enhance- 
ments 

e better and more playground 


~ equipment 


° repair existing fields, fences, 


; drainage 


* cross country skiand nature trails 
* restoration of publictennis courts 


- © Staffing major parks from Me- 


,-morial Day to Labor Day 
-© maximizing park uses for differ- 
ent groups, leagues. 
_ Paula Virgilio, the park commis- 
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‘Ab fol/ 


, sioner who presided over Monday’s 

_ hearing, said she and her counter- 

“parts would need time to consider 
“the many excellent ideas and sug- 
gestions.” aay 

Members of the public can offer . 

further commentsata hearing sched- 

- uled for Monday, February 28 at 7:30 
p-m. at city hall. 
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It will be the 
50th year that 
youngsters 
dress up as 
ghosts, goblins 
and hobos, and, 
march down. 
North Street. 


Photos by Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Gary Collins, who is coordinating construction of the day’s parade, inspects progress Thursday night with 
Williams School/Greylock Credit Union float for Mon- his daughters Lindsay, 4, foreground, and Ashley, 12. 


onday in Pittsfield 


PITTSFIELD 
erkshire County Sheriff Carmen C. Massimi- 
ano again will serve as grand marshal of the 

Halloween Parade, which will take place on 

Monday beginning at 7 p.m. 

This year the parade will observe something of a 
milestone. It will be the 50th year that youngsters 
dress up as ghosts, goblins and hobos, and march 
down North Street. 

Holding the parade at night has always seemed to 
enhance the eerie delight of the holiday, said John 
C. Marchesi, director of the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. And after all these years, it’s never gone 
out of style, he said. 

Back in 1944, the parade was organized by a hand- 
ful of volunteers who wanted to provide city children 
with a safe yet thrilling way to vent the excitement 
of Halloween, Marchesi said. 

In 1947, the parade was taken over by Jackson 
Perry, the first full-time superintendent of the De- 
partment of Parks and Recreation, and the event has 
been staged by the department ever since. 


For the second year in a row, the parade co- 

sponsor will be the Sons of Italy — Itam Lodge 564. 
Joining the children will be a host of marching 
units, bands and floats from local schools and other 
organizations. 
The parade will form on East Street, travel up 
North Street and end at Wahconah Park, where the 
: bands and marching units will disperse. 
Floats should drop off their riders and continue to 
their point of origin, Marchesi said. The reviewing 
stand will be in front of Dastoli Travel Agency at 186 
North St. 
Children who want to march in the parade but are 
not part of an organized group should meet in front 
of Girls Incorporated on East Street, where Marchesi 
fs will assign them to a contingent. 
First-, second- and third-place bands and floats will 
receive awards of $150, $125 and $100, respectively, 
) Marchesi said. 
In addition, judges stationed at the parade lineup 
will award gift certificates to 25 children in costume. 
The children will be given ribbons to wear, and will 
receive their gift certificates by returning the back 
portion of their ribbons to the Department of Parks 
and Recreation at 874 North St. 


i 


Wy 
| | 


Lindsay Collins, dressed as a witch, will be riding on Wil- 
liams School float which depicts a ghoulish classroom. 


Locations of parade units 


Organization 
FLOATS 


Berkshire County House of Correction 
Allendale School/Altresco 

Stearns School 

Berkshire Giant Pumpkin Growers 
Morningside Community School/Kay-Bee Toys 
American Red Cross 

Fourth of July Parade Committee 

Highland School/Berkshire Gas 

Martin Marietta 


‘Williams School/Greylock Credit Union 


BANDS 


Pittsfield High School 
Eagles 
Lee High School 


SCHOOLS & MARCHING UNITS 
VFW Post 448 color guard 
Pittsfield High School marching unit 
Allendale School marching unit 
Berkshire Public Theatre marching unit 
Stearns School marching unit 
Berkshire Giant Pumpkin Growers marching unit 
Boys & Girls’ Club Swim Team marching unit 
Morningside Community School marching unit | 
American: Red Cross marching unit : 
4th-of July Parade Committee marching unit 
Kittredge School marching unit 
Highland School marching unit 
Martin Marietta marching unit 


Section 


Unit 


Pittsfield 


parade lineup 


SECTION | 


Corner of First and East streets to 
Bartlett Avenue 


Pittsfield Police cruiser 
Parks and Recreation De 
partment vehicle 
VFW Post 448 color guard 
Grand marshall — Sheriff 
Carmen C. Massimiano 
Berkshire County House of Cor 
rection float 
Pittsfield fire truck and Sparky 
Pittsfield High School band 
Pittsfield High School marching 
unit 
Winter Carnival queen — 
Lisa Massery 


SECTION Il 


Bartlett Avenue to Pomeroy Av- 
enue 


Eagles Band 

Allendale School/Altresco float 

Allendale School marching unit 

Samel’s vehicle 

Berkshire Public Theatre march 
ing unit 

Stearns School float 

Stearns School marching unit 


SECTION Ill 


Pomeroy Avenue to Pittsfield 
High School driveway 


Lee High School Band 

Berkshire Giant Pumpkin Growers 
float 

Berkshire Giant Pumpkin Growers 
marching unit 

Boys’ & Girls’ Club Swim Team 
marching unit — Gators 

Morningside Community School/ 
Kay-Bee Toys float 

Morningside Community School 
marching unit 

American Red Cross float 

American Red Cross marching 
unit , 


SECTION IV 


Pittsfield High School driveway to 
Appleton Avenue 


Fourth of July Parade Committee 
float | | 

Fourth of July Parade Committee 
marching unit — 

WBEC van, 

Kittridge School marching unit 

Highland School/Berkshire Gas _ 
Co. float : 

Highland School marching unit 

Martin Marietta float 

Martin Marietta marching unit 

Williams School/Greylock Credit | 
Union float 

Pittsfield Police cruiser 
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Winter sports group sets family day 
Family Day * Sunday, Jan. 30 


Burbank Park, Onota Lake 


The Pittsfield Winter Sports Com- 
mittee will sponsor its annual Fam- 
ily Day on Sunday, January 30 at 
Burbank Park, Onota Lake. 

The Frank Controy Pavilion will 
be headquarters forall activities from 
noon to 4 p.m., with an ice fishing 

_ derby beginning at 7:30 a.m. 

Sliding and skating races will be- 

_ gin between 1 & 2 p.m. Any type 

' skates will be allowed but only plas- 
tic sleds. Age groups for the two 
events will be 11—12,8-10,6—7, and 

_ under 6. Registration for sliding and 
skating will be 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

At noon, a golf on ice tournament 
will require a $1 entry fee for all 
adults. Golf balls will be furnished 
but participants should bring their 
own golf clubs. 

A snow sculpturing contest for 
families and organizations will be- 
gin at noon. 

Carl Maaia, Richie Powers and 
Berkshire Community College culi- 
nary arts students will supervise ice 
sculpture demonstrations. 

Categories for prizes for the Ice 
Fishing Derby will be grand prize for 
largest fish, Ist, 2nd, and 3rd place 
for men, women, boys & girls., larg- 
est fish of any species for each divi- 
sion. All fish, regardless: of size, 
should be brought in for weighing 
and measuring by 3 p.m. Registra- 
tion will be between 7 and 11 a.m. A 
$2 entry fee will be required for 
adults. 

Two new events — snowshoe races 

and kite flying contest will also de- 
but this year. 


e Ice Fishing Derby Registration 
e *Ice Fishing Derby 

e Skating & Sled Race Registration 
e *Skating Races 

e *Sled Races 

e *Golf In Ice Tournament 

e *Snow Sculpture Competition 
e Sleigh Rides 

e Fire Department Fire Truck 

e Bonfire 

e Bouncy Bounce 

e Ice Sculpture Demonstration 
e Snowshoe Races 

e Kite Flying Contest 


* Awards for winners 


7:30 - 11 a.m. 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
11 a.m. -1 p.m. 
2 p.m. 

1 p.m. 

noon - 3 p.m. 
noon - 4 p.m. 
noon - 4 p.m. 
noon - 4p.m. 
noon - 4 p.m. 
noon - 4 p.m. 
noon - 2 p.m. 
noon - 4 p.m. 
noon - 4 p.m. 


All events free of charge, except $1 fee for Golf On Ice and $2 fee for Ice Fishing 


Derby. 


In addition to the competitive ac- 
tivities, free balloons, sleigh rides 
and a Bouncy Bounce will be fea- 
tured. The Pittsfield Fire Department 
will have a fire engine on display. 
All children entered in the various 
activities will receive a free hot dog 
and hot chocolate. 

Access to the event must be made 
via Lakeway Drive entrance to 
Burbank Park off Valentine Road. 


The Pecks Road entrance will remain 
closed. 

Family Day activities are spon- 
sored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee of the Department of 
Parks & Recreation as part of the 
egroup’s 49th Annual Winter Carni- 
val. 

For additional information, call 
Ron Przedpelski at 447-9768 or the 
Parks Department at 499-9343. 


Wednesday, November 30, 1994 - 


| Pamela Delmolino will head 
queen contest | 7th time 


PITTSFIELD — The 1976 Winter 
Carnival queen, Pamela Del- 
molino, this year will be chair- 
woman of the 50th annual Winter 
Carnival Queen contest, as she 
has been every year since 1978. 


To celebrate the 50th year, all 


Winter Carnival queens from the 
past 49 years will be invited to the 
coronation. ball Feb. 10, 1995, at 
the Berkshire Hilton Inn. » 

Delmolino also is secretary of 
the Pittsfield Winter Sports 
Committee of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation. Ronald 
Przedpelski is chairman of the 
committee. 

Applications are available for 
single girls age 17 through 21 who 
are interested in entering the 
queen contest. They must live, at- 
tend school or work in Pittsfield or 
live in an adjoining town. 

Each contestant must sell a 
minimum of 1,000 Winter Carnival 
buttons in order to be eligible for 
judging the evening of the ball. 

Judging will be on poise, per- 
sonality, appearance, expression 
and .knowledge of the Winter 
Carnival. The contestant who ac- 
cumulates the most points will 
become queen, and the one with 
the second-highest score will be 
named lady-in-waiting. 

The queen and lady-in-waiting 
will receive a gift from the com- 
mittee. 

A Miss Congeniality will be se- 
lected by the queen contestants, 
and the contestant who sells the 
most buttons will receive a gift. 

The button sale is a .separate 
contest and has no bearing on the 
judging. If the highest button 
seller is selected queen or lady-in- 
waiting, she also will receive the 
highest button-seller award. 


3 Shartrand 
Pamela Delmoling 


Applications, contest rules and 
regulations and additional infor- 
mation may be obtained from 
Delmolino at her home, 170 Maple 
Grove Drive. Applications also are 
simgae at the Park Department 
Office at Springside House 
North St. ee 

Deadline for filing and returning 


aka ie to Delmolino is Dec. 





ittsfield, Massachusetts, Th ruary 17, 1994 


F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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With Martin Marietta smokestacks looming in the background, Arthur Ruff, 


left, and Mary Lou DiNicola of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club round 
a curve on the club’s track on Silver Lake. 


Kayla Farry and Ben Brown of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating 
Club earned division championships at the Syracuse (N.Y.) Short-track 
Speedskating championships Saturday. 

Farry won the pee-wee girls’ title, finishing first in the 111-, 222- and 
333-meter events. Brown won the master men’s B title, Winning the 
1,000 and 1,500 races and taking third in the 500. 

Kate Farry was third overall in the juvenile girls’ division, finishing 
second in the 333 and 500 and fourth in the 1,000. Theresa Sime was 
fourth in the pony girls’ 222, 333 and 500. 

Tyler Farry took first in the novice boys’ 333 and second in the 229. 
Danny Fonesca was third in the midget boys’ competition, finishing 
third in the 333, 500 and 777 races, while Tim Sime was fourth in the 
200. In pony boys’ competition, Michael Carchedi was fourth in the 222, 
333 and 500. 


Farry, Brown win skating titles 2) § ay 


Indoor speed skating is Saturday~-/3-7¥ 


The Pittsfield Short-track Indoor Peer ee ai a 
| i Winter Carnival, : 
final event of the 49th Pittsfield | arn 
Rink in North Adams. 
inning at noon at the Vietnam Veterans 
oars Riseretioh may be obtained from Carl Peaslee at 443-3466. 





Now You Know... a Pittsfield Parks Dept. skating results 
Pj . ts fiel a spee dskati a g hy ere S at. | Members of the Pittsfield Parks Dept. speed skating club competed 


recently in 
NORTH ADAMS — The Pittsfield Short Track Speedskating Champ1- ships a He ea on eae SR Hes ek aa 
onsheips will be held Saturday at the Viemam Veterans’ Memorial Rink, See Wes cape noe VBI ae a8 ON ONS: 
Starting at noon. It is the final event of the 49th annual Pittsfield Winter Pee Wee pave: vais eee oe Srd in 111, 222 and 333 meters. 
Carnival. : Ss ; overall, 3rd in 222 meters. 
ees Midget boys: Danny Fonseca, 4th overall, 4th in 500 and 777 meters 
Registration fee is $15.25, and those signing up must be registered ama- Senior men: John Miraglia, tied 1st overall, 1st in 500, 2nd in 1,500 and 3rd in 1.000 
teur speedskaters, a spokesman said. Master women A division: Mary Lou DiNicola, 3rd overall, 8rd in 500, 1,000 and 1,500 
There will also be novice races for those age 15 and under. Registration ae men B division: Arthur Ruff, 3rd overall, 3rd in 1,000 and 1,500 and 4th in 500 
fee for those events is $2, and check-in time is 9 to 10 a.m. ee: 2) Betty 
The day’s speedskating is sponsored by the Pittsfield Winter Sports _ Sa SRS errr On Se ee SS eeeeee,”t—“‘i‘“‘C;C HH 
Committee of the Department of Parks & Recreation. De TN 


Pittsfield speed skaters to meet 


There will be a meeting of the Pittsfield Parks Department Speed 


j i ingside House. 

ing Club tomorrow night at Springs! 

epee interested in speed skating is welcome to attend. oe 
information, contact Pat Peaslee at 443-3466. p< | y . ./ 


Speed skater Sime fourth in N.Y" dah 


Theresa Sime of the Pittsfield Parks Speed Skating Club was fourth 
overall in the pony girls’ division at the Eastern States Short Track 
Speed Skating Championships last weekend in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 
She was either third or fourth in the 222-, 333-, 444- and 500-meter 
events. SESE Se ae 


=>. 


Sharpening 
their skills 


Children of all ages and 
ability levels are on the ice 
this week at the Pittsfield 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club for a 
learn-to-skate program 
conducted by the Pittsfield 
Parks Speed Skating Club 
in conjunction with the city 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation. Above are the | 
beginners, who were on the 
ice for only their second 
time yesterday. At right, 
Theresa Sime, 9, a Boys’ 
and Girls’ Club volunteer, 
gives some pointers to 4- 
year-old Kelli Olson. Below, 
the advanced class skates 
in formation. 





City Council swings at softball issue 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Girls’ softball, one of the 
fastest growing sports in Pittsfield, has 


about 500 players and no home field for the - 


leagues. Some groups are interested in a 
proposal that the city lease or acquire land 
owned by the GEAA for a new girls’ softball 
complex. 

To that end, the City Council on Tuesday 
unanimously directed Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly and the Park Commissioners to 
study the idea and report back to the City 
Council. There appeared to be enthusiasm 
for the project among some members of the 
council, but the mayor may dampen their 
Spirits considerably. 


Reilly fouls off pitch 


Reilly, who supports the notion of build- 
ing a girls’ softball complex in Pittsfield, 
nonetheless said he does not endorse the 
GEAA idea. The city already owns plenty of 
open land where a complex could be de- 
veloped, he said. 

“I think it would be more appropriate to 


look at our own parks,” Reilly said yester- 
day. “I don’t believe the cost of acquiring 
more land could be justified.” 


And since the mayor holds great author- 


ity when it eomes to buying land, it ap- 
pears the project may not get too far. 

In light of the mayor’s statements against 
the idea, Clifford J. Nilan, chairman of the 
Park Commissioners, said he is not sure 
what action his board could take on the 
petition. 

“As with any petition, we would look at 
this,” he said yesterday. “But this has to be 
initiated by the mayor and if he is not in 
favor. . .” 


Personally, Nilan said he would like the 
idea pursued. 


The petition was brought to the City- 


Council by Councilor at large Angelo C. 
Stracuzzi. The land already includes three 
softball fields at the corner of Benedict 
Road and Crane Avenue. He said in his 
petition that “there is indication that the 
land may be available to the city from the 
GEAA.” 

At Tuesday’s meeting, Stracuzzi asked 


oe el igen 
that the idea at least be considered. 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos agreed 
that providing the teams with a complex — 
has been “a long neglected need.” 


“Baseball teaches you to control your 
emotions and to win and lose with grace,” 
Arlos said, which caused most of his col- 
leagues on the City Council to crack up. 


Arlos himself got into the fun. “Write that 
down, Dowdie,” he said, referring to Ward 
1 City Councilor Paul M. Dowd. The two 
had been involved in a heated argument at 
a previous meeting, though everything 
seemed patched up on Tuesday. 


Councilor at large Gerald S. Doyle Jr. 
said that if the circumstances seem right, 
“the Park Commission and the mayor 
should act quickly on it.” ; 


Nilan said that developing the land into 
a softball complex would include the in- 
Stallation of fencing, dugouts, parking and 
lights. | 

Last year, a girls’ softball team repre- 
senting Pittsfield won the consolation 
bracket of a national tournament in Ohio. 


Girls’ softball tryouts this weekend 


The Pittsfield Parks Department girls’ softball league has scheduled 
all-star tryouts for the 16-and-under division Saturday and Sunday at 1 
at Taconic High School. Further information is available from Al 


-Righi, 442-4982, ve picts ¥ 


Pittsfield girls softball sign-ups 


The Pittsfield Parks and Recreation Girls’ Youth Softball League 
has scheduled sign-ups for former and new players from 10 to noo! 
Saturday April 23, and 6 to 8 p.m. Monday, April 25, at Springside 
House, 874 North St. oh 

- Girls ages 9-12 are eligible for minor league; ages 13-16 are eligible 
for major league. Girls have to be those ages as of Aug. 31. New. 
players should bring a birth certificate. Entry fee for first player per 
family is $15. For additional players from each family the entry fee is 

10. There will be no late sign-ups. . ig ta 
: For information, one may call league President Alan Righi at 499- 


500 G-iS-74 Pittsfield — 


girls win 
state title 


Pittsfield girls capture state title 


breaking the game open with four 


@ SOFTBALL, from Cl 


ampton 10-5 in a second-round 
game Saturday, before blanking 
Amherst 6-0 earlier yesterday. 
Pittsfield entered the tournament 
having given up an average of 2.5 
runs per game. 

“T don’t think we went in there 
thinking we were going to win,” 
McGovern said. “Last week we 
lost in a tournament in Rhode 
Island. But without a doubt, they 
were ready this weekend. I think 
they showed they were a couple 
of steps ahead of the rest of the 
State.” 

MeGovern said playing poorly 
against Northampton Saturday 
motivated Pittsfield yesterday. 

Pittsfield put away Greenfield, 
which came out of the loser’s 
bracket, easily in the champion- 
ship game, scoring three runs In 

er net two in the fourth and 

four in the fifth. Greenfield, 
which left 11 runners on base, 
scored its lone run in the sev- 


enth. 


Pitcher Leslie Ciepiela, who 


had three complete-game victo- 
ries for Pittsfield, allowed 11 hits 
against Greenfield, but blanked 
Amherst on five hits earlier in 
the day. Despite giving up the 
multiple hits against Greenfield, 
Ciepiela’s pitching was a key to 
yesterday’s double victories, 
MeGovern said. 

“Today, it was a big key, 
MeGovern said. “With this being 
slow pitch, a lot has to do with 
her arc. When she has her are, 
and she’s on, she’s very difficult 
to hit.” 

Kristy Conyers had three hits 
for Pittsfield against Greenfield, 
while Rachel O’Connell, Lisa 
Herrick, Shannon Wood and 

iepiela each had two. 
we the Amherst game, Pittsfield 
scored two runs in the second 
inning, three in the third and one 
in the fifth. O’Connell, Wood, 
Ciepiela and Conyers all had two 
hits. . 

On Saturday, Pittsfield led 
Northampton 2-1 after two in- 
nings, and 5-4 after three, before 


runs in the fourth. 


O’Connell had three hits in- 
cluding a double, while Herrick, 
Conyers, and Erinn Rice each 
had two hits. Ciepiela gave up 
eight hits. 


Maulers head - 


for nationals 


@ SOFTBALL, from és b/ uf TY : 


great, but we’re looking to win a 
national Championship this 
week,” McGovern said. “Does that 
sound cocky? Oh, what the heck.” 

About a half-dozen of the play- 
ers were also members of the 
Parks Department 12-and-under 
team that went to the nationals in 
Mississippi in 1990. 

So far this season, the Maulers 


_ have posted a 22-3 record, win- 


ning four tournaments, including 
the state. championship that 
earned them a berth in the na- 
tionals. The team is hitting .384 
and has outscored the opposition 
by an average of 7.7 to 2.4. 

Team members mounted a ma- 
Jor fund-raising Campaign over 
the past month to pay for their 
trip and raised nearly $12,000. 
The bulk of that came from the 
support of local businesses, 68 of 
which paid $125 to have their 
names displayed on the backs of 
players’ uniform shirts. 

“People just don’t Say no,” 
McGovern Said, shaking his head 
In wonder over the generous 
Support. “What we’re doing is 


becoming a really big deal in the 
community.” ; 


in softball 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


As they have done three other 
times in different age groups, a 
group of Pittsfield girls has won 
a state slow-pitch softball title. 

The Pittsfield Parks Depart- 
ment “Mass Maulers” won the 
American Softball Association’s 
age 16-and-under Junior Olym- 
pic slow-pitch state champion- 
ship in Amherst yesterday by 
defeating Greenfield 9-1 in the 
double elimination tournament’s 
championship game. 

With the victory, Pittsfield, 
now 13-3 overall, qualified for 
the National ASA 16-and-under 
tournament Aug. 11-16 in Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Pittsfield coach 
Joe McGovern said the parents 
of team members will vote to- 
night on whether to let the team 
go to Florida. This year’s team 
is made up of girls from the 
Pittsfield High, St. Joseph’s and 
Taconic High softball teams. 


This group of Pittsfield girls 
won two state age 12-and-under 
titles, a state 14-and-under title, 
and a 14-and-under national 
qualifying tournament the pre- 
vious four years. The bulk of the 
group competed in national 
tournaments in Mississipi three 
years ago and in Ohio last year, 
when they won the consolation 
round. 


A 3-0 tournament run 


Pittsfield, which had a first- 
round bye in this past week- 
end’s tournament, beat North- 
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~ City Council bats around 


softball complex pr 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The proposed 
new girls’ softball complex for 
Springside Park, which had been 

. on the fast track for the last sev- 
“eral weeks so that it could be 
- ready for the next playing season, 
.. has hit a detour. 

- But Councilor at large Gerald S. 
» Doyle Jr., who has been moving 
~ the proposal swiftly through city 
« government, said last night he is 
.confident that questions sur- 
“rounding the proposal will be an- 

swered. 

“I respect my colleagues and 

* their questions,’ Doyle said. “I 

“just feel that the councilors asking 

~*the questions should be more in- 
volved in what’s going on.” 


., Request delayed 

| The detour came last Wednes- 

\.-day when the City Council re- 
\- ferred a request to add $40,000 to 
,the capital outlay budget back to 


Softball 


preliminary appropriation. | 
Rather than approve the addition 


budget, councilors voted to 


Reilly and the council's finance subcommittee. PEO 
Said Angelo Stracuzzi regarding the funding _ 
proposed project at the east end of Springside 


“Tmreally perpl 
request 
Park, 
_ "Yd like to find ou 
think it is,” said Stracuzzi 
plan ... We may not be in p 
_An ad hoc committee ch 
and has developed a basic 


exed 


for design of the 


a center storage and observation building and an existing Babe 


League baseball field. 


oye Said his group has worked quickly to come up 
3n hopes of beginning construction as eatlyasMay 
Nid Dan rOnely thisan important project to move forward strongly,” 


_ Said Doyle. _ 


__BenKaplansaid he shares Stracuzzi‘sconcerns:“I'veh 
_Tegarding this ... it seems like a lot of money to spen, 
d soccer leagues and 


interest group.” Kaplan sai 
Substandard conditions. 
_ Stracuzzi said construction costs 
about $400,000 in large part beca 
his only concern. 
“My concern is with the op 


plan slowed down, 
Councilors concerned about the financial Grolicaichs oe oft 
municipal girls softball complex Wednesday delayed actionona $4 


to the city’s $7.2 million capital 
refer the funding req rEdwa 


in large part because of 


erating costs,” he said. 


the mayor. The $40,000 would 
have been used to get the project 
designed so that a bid package 
could be prepared for construc- 
tion. 

At the meeting, Doyle estimated 
that the four-field softball complex 
could cost $400,000 to build, and 
said he hopes the project would be 
eligible for grants. The ‘“‘worst-case 
scenario,’ in terms of financing , 
the complex, would be to ask the 
mayor to include its cost in the 
capital outlay budget, he said. 

That is the budget prepared 
each year by Mayor Edward M. 
Reilly to finance major repairs to 
city streets and public buildings. 
The budget also is used to plan 
the purchase of high-ticket items ' 
for the city, such as the new 
mainframe computer in City Hall. 

Doyle said there is a ground- 
swell of support for the girls’ 
softball complex project. 


Three city councilors — with 
Councilor at large Angelo C. Stra- 


~ 


onona $40,000 _ 


7 


nest to Mayor Edward — 


what this would cost and if the need is there, as. | 
-“Twould like to see us develop a financial 
osition tomake the commitment.” 
laired by Gerald Doyle, Jr. selected the site 
design that incorporates four softball fields 


four softball fields, _ 


itha project 


pes ada lot of calls | 
to spend on a special _ 


which Doyle suggested will be_ 
the planned building — are not 


“A we're caine tc 


spend the money on building fields, we ought to determine the costs.” 


Reilly said city hall staff will 
council as a result of the 
addition, the council’s fina 
its next agenda. 3 
FBR V3.” res re 


eS ea 


Pittsfield girls ] 


The Pittsfield girls’ 14-an 
record last weekend in the 
; qualifying tournament in Gre 


, won th 


-2 in 


had three hits 
doubles and a 
Pittsfj 
8, as 


» including a h 
Single and Kati 
eld. Pittsfield then ralli 
Hutchinson, Beth Barzotti 
three hits and combined for 14 R 

Pittsfield wil] have another ch 
assachusetts Junior Olympic T 


BIs. 


d-under Softball 
Massachusetts Ju 
enfield. Host Gree 


omer, and four 
€ Hutchinson fou 
ed from an 8-0 de 
ni and Kriste 


ance to qualify for the 
Ournament on July 23 j 


provide more detailed plans to the 
referral of the matter back to his office. In 
nce subcommittee will include the project on 


_— 


a Meise 
softball qualifier 


all-stars posted a 4-2 
hior Olympic national] 


RBIs; Jen Wright two 
r hits and two RBIs for 
ficit to beat Amherst 22- 
n Massimiano €ach had | | 


Nationals at the 
n Amherst. 


\ 
: | 
| \ ceptable. Last night, Doyle added 
' that city officials would be foolish 


| 
| 
: 
: 
/ 
| 


ha a a ? 
ojec 


cuzzi in the lead — stalled the re- | 
quest by expressing financial | 
eoncerns associated with the | 


complex. 


Specifically, Stracuzzi said he | 
feared that without a feasibility — 
study, it is impossible for the City | 
Council to know whether Pittsfield | 


can afford the project. 


“We ought to determine the cost | 
before we invest a lot of money in | 
this,” Stracuzzi said. “We should | 


send this to Finance to make sure 


we can build it and maintain it. | 
We're having a hard time taking | 


care of what [parks] we have.” 


In addition, Stracuzzi stressed | 


that a feasibility study ought to 
investigate all options for a soft- 
ball complex, and not concentrate 
exclusively on the Springside Park 
plan. 

Earlier this year, Stracuzzi had 
actually initiated the idea of a 
softball complex in Pittsfield, 
though his idea included the pos- 
sibility of purchasing land: from 
the General Electric Athletic As- 
sociation. Mayor Reilly dismissed 
the idea, saying the city already 
owned enough park land. 


Last week, Reilly repeated his 
belief that the idea was not ac- 


to consider the notion of buying 
the land when Pittsfield already 
owned some 325 acres at nearby 
_Springside Park. | 


Other options? 


Nonetheless, Stracuzzi said it 
‘would be “ridiculous” not to at 
least consider all options. 

Councilor Ben J. Kaplan said he 
_ shared Stracuzzi’s financial con- 

cerns. 

“T’ve had a lot of calls,” Kaplan 


said. “A lot of people feel this is a. 


lot of money to spend on a special- 
interest group.” 
Kaplan said that people who en- 


| joy tennis and soccer have called 


to say the city has failed to main- 


- tain the courts and fields used for 


their sports. The councilor also 
wondered whether existing fields 
in city parks could be used for 
softball. 

But Stracuzzi kept calling for a 
plan. He also reminded the City 
Council that when the Fire Mu- 
seum was floundering and its. op- 

_ erator wanted help from the City, 
| Reilly deplored the museum’s lack 


| of a financial plan. 


“He was right to ask those 
_ questions,” Stracuzzi, said, imply- 
ing that it was now time for the 


_ mayor to ask the same questions 


of those involved with the pro- 
posed softball complex: 

At Wednesday’s meeting, Reilly 
advised the Council that “a lot of 
work” has already been done on 
the project. He asked that the re- 
quest for $40,000 be referred back 
to his office and said he would see 
to it that the necessary questions 
are answered. 

The City Council also referred 
the petition to the Finance Com- 
mittee. 


Last night, Doyle said he would | 


continue his work on the complex 
and promised to keep the City 
| Council better informed. 

“From here on in, they will be 
, fully involved and notified of any 
, meetin 
\ Doyle said. 


IK 


f 


gs we have in the future,” // 


TX 
eS 
mel fi) 





Pittsfield 12-under softball tryout set 


- Tryouts for the Pittsfield Parks De irls’ 

: partment girls’ all-star - 
and-under softball team will be Saturday and Sunday from 2 to i e a 
Benedict Road field. : 
- Any interested player who cannot make 


| th 
contact Janice Farrell at 499-6375. > : vies sess sous srcue 


are ouste 
at nationals 


w SOFTBALL, from Cl 
second, but the Maulers made it 
9-1 with two runs in the contro- 
versial top of the third. 

In the Maulers’ third, Mary 
Beth Berube, Danielle Giardina 
and Kristy Conyers started the 
inning with singles, tying the 
game. Rachel O’Connell then 
reached on an error, scoring 
Giardina and making it 2-1. With 
runners on second and third and 
no outs, Errin Rice hit a fly ball 
to right field. Conyers tagged and 
apparently scored, but she was 
ealled out — despite Pittsfield 
protests — when the Optimists 
appealed that she had left the 
bag too early. So instead of lead- 
ing 3-1 with a runner on second 
and one out, it was still 2-1, with 
two outs and a runner on second. 
Colleen Doyle then singled and 
Lisa Herrick walked to load the 

~>- bases, but a fly ball killed the 
- threat. 

“It crushed us,” MeGovern said 
of the controversial appeal play.V 
“It would have been 3-1 with one 
out, then that hit might have 
‘made it 4-1, then who knows what 
would have happened. At that 
point, the tide changed.” 

The Optimists then tied it with 
4 run in the third, and made it 5-2 
with their three in the fourth, 
helped by two critical Pittsfield 
‘errors. 

Pittsfield scored in the sixth 
when Herrick singled, Shannon 
Wood reached on an error and 
Leslie Ciepiela hit a sacrifice fly. 

In the Pittsfield seventh, Mari- 
anna Eddy hit a leadoff single, 
then Missy Davis singled. But on 
Davis’s hit, Eddy tried to advance 
to third and was thrown out there 
in another close call. Conyers 
then delivered an RBI single to 
make it 5-4, and one out later 
Rice singled, but an infield 
grounder ended the threat and 
the game. 

Rice and Conyers each had two 
of Pittsfield’s 12 hits, and Ciepiela 
pitched an eight-hitter in a losing 
cause. 

McGovern had particular praise 
for second baseman Berube, who 
turned a second-inning double 
play with a diving catch and a 
rifle throw to third base. 

“She carried this team not only 
with her glove, but as a leader,” 
McGovern said. “It was great to 
see her this week, going from a 
role player to somebody who 
takes charge.” 


23-5. “The 
t lay 
team 


kids fought back hard. They didn 


down.” 


1-0 lead in the 


’s three-run inning. 
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head coach Joe McGovern, 
running call that killed a rally, 
two fielding errors in the Mis- 


The Maulers outhit the Meridian 
12-8, but were victimized by a controver- 


The Optimists took a 


sissipp1i team 


whose team finishes its season 
then by 


Maulers 
sial base 


said 


d their bus 
turn to Pittsfield 


46-team field. 
sometime tomorrow morning. 
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the Maulers 
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Friday, August 12, 1994 


Maulers 
lose 1-0 


in opener 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The defense was right on the 
ball for the Mass Maulers last 
night. 

The problem was the offense, 
and the result for the Pittsfield 
girls was a heartbreaking 1-0 loss 
to the Tampa (Fla.) Magic in their 
opening game at the Amateur 
Softball Association 16-and-under 
girls’ national fast-pitch tourna- 
ment in Jacksonville, Fla. 


Softball Nationals 


“We played incredible defense, 
but we just didn’t hit,” Maulers 
head coach Joe McGovern said of 
the game, which featured only 
five hits by each team. The 
Maulers, now 22-4, entered the 
tournament with a .384 team bat- 
ting average. 


Next game this afternoon 


The Maulers will play again 
today at 2 p.m. in a loser’s 
bracket game against the loser of 
a game played this morning. If 
the Maulers lose, they’re out of 
the double-elimination tourna- 
ment. If they win, they go on to 
play tomorrow, facing aS many as 
five games if they continue win- 
ning. The tournament concludes 
Sunday. 

Unlike last year, there is no 
consolation tournament. Last 
year, the Maulers won the conso- 
lation tournament of the national 
14-and-under tournament in Ore- 
gon, Ohio. 


‘We played 
incredible defense, 
but we just didn't 
(AES 


— Joe McGovern 


Last night, the lone run came in 
the third inning, when Tampa 
managed a leadoff single then, 
after two outs, scored on consec- 
utive singles by the No. 10 and. 11 
hitters in the lineup. 

The Maulers’ best opportunity 
came in the first inning, when 
Erinn Rice hit a one-out single 
and, one out later, Lisa Herrick 
singled Rice to third base. The 
rally ended when Shannon Wood 
flied out, and the Pittsfield squad 
never got another runner past 
first base in the game. 

Pittsfield’s other hits were by 
Missy Davis, Kristy Conyers and 
hard-luck losing pitcher Leslie 
Ciepiela. 

MeGovern said the Tampa 
squad is generally regarded as 
one of the best in the tournament. 

“If you told me ahead of time 
that we would hold this team to 
one run, I would have jumped for 
joy,” McGovern said. “We have no 
excuses. The girls were anxious 
at the plate, and when you reach 
for the ball, you pop up. Fifteen 
of our 21 outs were popups.” 


Praise for defense 


Ciepiela pitched a five-hitter 
with one walk and one strikeout 
for the Maulers. McGovern had 
high praise for the defense, as 
first baseman Wood dug _ two 
throws out of the dirt, second 
baseman Mary Ellen Berube 
made a diving catch and several 
outfielders flagged down some 
long:-Tampa blasts. 

“That team we played tonight is 
supposed to be one of the top 
teams, and they’re not that spe- 
cial,” McGovern said. “The worst 
part is we’ve got our heads down 
because we didn’t challenge 
them, but there’s no reason this 
team can’t bounce back.” 

The Maulers reached Florida 
after a 20-hour bus trip from 
Pittsfield. Opening ceremonies 
were last night, and all the teams 
are scheduled to attend a cookout 
tonight. 
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and Cassavant, Erinn 


two, 


O’Connell 


“When this team hits the ball, there’s 
not anybody they can’t beat,” McGovern 


said of his Maulers, now 23-4. 


Rice and Mary Beth Berube had two hits 
-each for the Maulers. In all, 12 Pittsfield. 


girls had hits to support winning pitcher: 
Leslie Ciepiela, who hurled a three- 


hitter. 


Herrick had a two-run single and 
Shannon Wood a sacrifice fly in the 
three-run first. Wood added an RBI sin- 
gle in the third, and O’Connell’s RBI 


single highlighted a two-run fourth. 


The Maulers resume this morning at 
8:45 against a team from North Meridian, 
Miss. If they keep winning, the Pittsfield 
girls could face as many as five games 


today. Another loss, and they are elimi- 


nated. 


O’Connell singled in another run in the 


The 46-team, double-elimination tour- 
nament is scheduled to conclude tomor- 


row. 


and the three-run seventh fea- 


tured doubles by Herrick and Colleen 
Doyle and a run-scoring single by Jamie 


sixth, 
Cassavant. 


in three runs and 


Herrick drove 


| 
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Pittsfield plans 4 . 


just for 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — At the City 
Council’s request, Mayor Edward 
M. Reilly has formed a committee 
to investigate developing a girls’ 
softball complex. 

That information was reported 
at Tuesday’s City Council meeting 
by Councilor at large Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr., who has apparently 
expedited a process begun sev- 
eral months ago with a petition 
by Councilor at large Angelo C. 


| Stracuzzi. 


The committee has met a num- 


' ber of times and plans to meet 


again today, Doyle said. He vol- 
unteered to keep the Council in- 
formed of the plans and potential 
costs of the project. 


Part of Springside 


The land under consideration 
is the baseball field adjacent to 
the water tower on Benedict 
Road, Reilly said. The tract is 
part of the 350-acre Springside 
Park. 

Yesterday, Doyle said the 
complex would include four to 
five softball fields, lighting, park- 
ing, bathrooms, concession 
stands, a picnic area plus water 
and sewer lines. 

The area is now used for girls’ 


softball complex 
oirls 


5. | 
4 


prompted Councilor at large Pe-, | 
ter G. Arlos to observe that not! | 
only has Doyle replaced him as) | 
the top vote-getter in the city, but, 
also as the “can-do” councilor | 
who succeeds in getting things | 
done. Kat 
Arlos had submitted a petition 
12 years ago asking for city funds | 
to improve the fields used by the: | 
girls’. softball teams. Nothing, — 
came of it. At the,time, a news, 
article was written about his 
idea, and he brought in to share 
with the Council on Tuesday. 
Included in the article, which 
Arlos read aloud, was the follow-. 
ing quote about the girls and’ 
their sport: i 
“Since they play during the day | 
and do not need lights, since 
their games do not attract crowds, 
and cars that men’s teams attract, 
and since the players cannot hit 
with the power that drives the 
ball beyond the confines of the 
field, more fields can be made, 
available to them without causing 
an adverse neighborhood im- 
pact.” | 
The recitation prompted some’ 
laughter from the City Council, 
which knows very well the power, 
and prowess of the girls’ softball! 
league and the crowds that their 
games attract. 
“T wouldn’t brag about saying 


softball and Babe Ruth baseball. 
Doyle said that the Babe Ruth 
fields would have to relocated 
and that talk is under way with 
league officials to do just that. 
Doyle’s news at the meeting 


security to shack us out of 


that, Pete,’ laughed, Council 
President Joseph W. Ryan Jr. 

Girls’ softball is one of the 
fastest-growing sports in Pitts-' 
field, with about 500 players and, 
no home field for the leagues. ; 

Also on the committee is city: | 
Purchasing Agent Robert B. Tone, | 
Jr., Robert B. Mellace of the De-' 
partment of Community Devel-: 
opment, architect Steven D., 
Barry, Anthony Massimiano of the’ 
Parks Commission, Alan Righi, 
and Joseph Dahrouge. 

In April, Stracuzzi requested! | 
that Reilly investigate the feasi-. | 
bility of using or buying land at, 
the GEAA to establish a girls” 
softball complex. 

At the time, Reilly said acquir- 

ing the GEAA parcel failed to | 

make sense when the city already | 
/ owned plenty of open land that 
could be developed. 


McGovern said. 
The team’s late-night activity attracted 


a pair of teams from Michigan and North 
Carolina that are also staying at the 
hotel, “and those kids just joined in,” he 


Said. 
The practice paid off yesterday, as 


Pittsfield jumped ahead 3-0 in the first 
inning and built a 6-0 lead through four 


innings. The Mississippi squad cut the 
deficit to 7-5 by the sixth ‘inning, but the 
Massachusetts state champs iced the win 


with three runs in the seventh. 


time for 
there,” 


in 


“We were out there until it was about 


The secret may have been a little late- 
After Thursday’s loss, Maulers coach 
Joe McGovern huddled the team in the 


night wiffle ball practice. 
hitting with a wiffle ball under the lights 


bined for five RBIs to lead the Maulers, 
Thursday’s shutout loss to the Tampa 
(Fla.) Magic. 

parking lot of their hotel to practice 
until after 11 p.m. 


who had been held to five hits 


Wiffle ball the secret? 


Pittsfield softball squad wins tourney 


In the Pittsfield Invitational slow-pitch tournament played this past 
weekend at the Berkshire County Softball Complex, the state cham- 
pion age 16 & under Pittsfield Mass Maulers defeated Amherst 3-0 in 
the championship game behind Leslie Ciepiela’s four-hitter. Erinn | 
Rice had three hits and Rachel O’Connell two hits for the Maulers. 

Pittsfield also won its previous four games in the event with Ciepiela 
prevailing on the mound in each game. In the opener, Pittsfield 
topped Bayridge 8-3 in 10 innings. Kristy Conyers had a grand-slam 
home run and Marianna Eddy two hits for the winners. 

Pittsfield then knocked Amherst into the losers’ bracket with a 7-3 
victory. Colleen Doyle had two hits including a triple while O’Connell 
also had two hits. Shannon Wood’s two hits then helped Pittsfield past 
Greenfield 4-2. | 

The Maulers then topped Greenfield 10-1, with Erinn Rice getting © 
two hits and two RBIs while O’Connell and Mary Beth Berube each | 
had two hits. | 

The tournament -victory was a warmup to the nationals which will be 
held in Jacksonville, Fla. in August. | 
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By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Rachel O’Connell and Lisa Herrick 


Less than 24 hours after being shut 
delivered three hits apiece and com- 


down 1-0 in their opener, the Maulers 
mounted a 19-hit attack as the Pittsfield 
squad rolled up a 10-5 win over Larry’s 


The bats came alive, and therefore, so 
Ladies of Pascagoula, Miss., yesterday in 


are the Pittsfield Maulers. 


Maulers bounce back to win 10-5 at nationals 


under girls’ slow-pitch national tourna- 


the Amateur Softball Association 16-and- 
ment in Jacksonville, Fla. 
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¢4.0,000 sought to plan 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The new com- 
mittee charged with investigating 
the possibility of developing a 
girls’ softball complex voted 
Wednesday to ask Mayor Edward 
M. Reilly to make available 
$40,000 to finance the design of 
the new project. 

- ‘The initial appropriation will get 
the ball rolling on the complex, 
which the committee hopes will be 
ready for use June 1. Though the 
committee has high hopes for an 
8-acre parcel of land adjacent to 


the water tower on Benedict Road, 
Chairman Gerald S. Doyle Jr., a 
member of the City Council, cau- 
tioned that the plans are still in 
the “very preliminary” stage. 


Cost unresolved 


Architect Steven D. Barry, a 
member of the committee, 
brought some drawings to the 
meetings that illustrate the overall 
scope of the complex. Essentially, 
the group hopes to carve four 
softball fields near the field where 
the Babe Ruth league already 


girls’ softball comp! 


plays. The land is part of the 350- 
acre Springside Park. 

The proposed complex would 
include a building, the fields, 
lighting, parking, bathrooms, pic- 
nic areas, and water and sewer 
lines. 

Yesterday, Doyle said it was too 
early to say how much the entire 
project will cost, but he suggested 
that it could be financed either 
through grants or via an addition 
to the capital outlay budget. 

All girls’ softball teams, includ- 
ing the high school teams, would 
play at the complex, thus freeing 


o 
up other fields for other 
Doyle said. : 

One early problem that must be 
resolved is the question of what to 
do with the Babe Ruth baseball 
league, which now uses the exist- 
ing field in the area where the 
new complex is planned. The 
league also uses other city fields. 

Doyle said he would check with 
Reilly to see if it fits into the 
mayor’s plans to have the Babe 
Ruth team share the fields, or 
whether the mayor envisioned the 
new softball complex exclusively 
for the girls. 

Robert Mellace of the Depart- 
ment of Community Development, 
city Purchasing Agent Robert B. 
Tone Jr. and Barry will meet 
shortly to begin defining the scope 
of the project, so that a time line 
can also be developed. 

Anthony Massimiano, chairman 
of the Park Commission and a 
member of the committee, ac- 
knowledged that the June 1 com- 
pletion date may be unrealistic. 
Nonetheless, the date may “hold 
our feet to the fire,” he observed. 

Girls’ softball is perhaps the 
fastest growing sport in Pittsfield. 
More than 300 girls now partici- 
pate, and the leagues have no 


Ses, | 


_ home field. 


Other members of the commit- 
tee are Alan Righi and Joseph 
Dahrouge, vice chairman of the 
committee and the youth deputy 
commissioner of the area for the 
Amateur Softball Association. 
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Members of Pittsfield Mass Maulers girls’ softball team ride atop a fire 
department ladder truck on South Church Street during last night’s 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Krist Conyers waves farewell along with her teammates as the Maulers prepare to 
board their bus to Jacksonville, Fla. 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


send-off parade. They are bound for the 16-and-under slow pitch 
nationals in Jacksonville, Fla. 


Maulers are 


f 


civen 


big, loud send-off 


Girls head to softball nationals 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — With an assist 
from the Pittsfield Fire De- 
partment, the Pittsfield Parks 


Department “Mass Maulers” 
softball team got a rousing 
sendoff last night as it em- 
barked on a Florida adventure, 
the Amateur Softball Associa- 
tion’s 16-and-under slow-pitch 
national tournament in Jack- 
sonville. 


The 17 players and some of 
the six coaches mounted Ladder 
1 at Central Station on Colum- 
bus Avenue. With a siren- 
blaring escort from Engine 3 
and the horn-honking support of 
fans in nearly two dozen cars 
behind them, the Maulers: pa- 
raded through downtown Pitts- 
field before departing by bus 
from the Eagle parking lot. 

“The kids were singing all the 
way down Seymour Street and 
North Street,” Maulers head 


coach Joe McGovern said after 
the 15-minute parade. 

After a bus trip of 18 to 20 
hours, the Maulers are sched- 
uled to arrive in Jacksonville 
sometime this afternoon. The 
draw for the double-elimination 
national tournament is sched- 
uled about noon tomorrow, and 
that’s when the Maulers will 
learn the time and opponent for 
their first game. It could be as 
soon as tomorrow evening. 
About 50 teams are expected to 
take part in the tournament, 
which continues through Sun- 
day. 

Many of this year’s players 
were also part of last year’s 
team that played in the national 
tournament at Oregon, Ohio, 
where the Maulers won the 
consolation bracket after being 
eliminated from the tourna- 
ment’s main draw. | . 

“A top-10 finish would be 


SOFTBALL, continued on C3 


— 
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Spooky parties, trick or treat and 
a parade attended by more than 


10,000 people highlighted celebra- 
tions of Halloween this week, 


Parade faces 


A costumed collage of young revelers sauntered into the parking lot 
of Wahconah Park Monday night after the Halloween parade. “I’m not 
really tired,” said 8-year-old Bryan Larkin. “Well, this arm is tired — 
from waving.” 

Larkin, like many of the marchers, had waved his way along the 
parade route — keeping an eye out for friends and relatives. “I saw my 
friend Jacob and he was dressed in the same costume as me — the Red 
Ranger,” Larkin said. “I had a lot of fun, and it was good exercise too.” 

Larkin was waiting for a ride home from Wahconah Park with his 
father and his big sister Leigh, a Pittsfield High School cheerleader who 
also marched in the Parade. | 

The parade was definitely a family affair — many parents marched 
with children or even pushed a stroller along the parade route. The 
smaller children marched encircled in ropes to prevent anyone from 
wandering off. 

A contingent of dancers from the Cantarella School of Dance marched 
the route dressed.in the colorful adornments of the “Nutcracker” ballet. 
“We were a little cold but it was a lot of fun,” said one girl. “This was the 
first time I’ve ever marched in the parade.” : 

Bryan Carr, marching -with the Williams School group, proudly 
displayed the ghost costumes that he and his brother Sean were wear- 
ing. “I saw lots of my friends — I have a lot of friends and I think I saw , . 
all of them,” Carr said. This group of scary young characters enjoyed Monday’s Halloween Parade route froma great vantage 

The parade featured costumes in the crowd as well as on the streets. point atop a float. | 
Three-year-old Rebecca Greene and her four year-old brother Jerry 
waited anxiously for the parade to begin. “When will it start?” asked 
Rebecca, who then ran excitedly to tell her brother that the parade will 
be here “any minute now — How long is that?” 


é 


The children’s department at the Berkshire Athenaeum 
hosted a free Halloween Party on Monday afternoon. The 
costumed youngsters played “Pin the Stem on the Pumpkin,” 
felt gooey things in a mystery box and enjoyed refreshments. 


Across the board, the floats in this year’s Halloween 
Parade seemed more elaborate than in recent years 
— while still finding ways to incorporate children in the 
excitement. 


In the photo above at the left, a special Halloween 
vehicle gets a last minute tune-up while Barney Rubble 
hovers in the background. 
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Summer may 
‘Benedict Road — is gaining mo- 
FS r—SC 


Councilor Gerald Doyle Jr iseye 
ing spring construction for the 
Proposed facility with an opening 
Servyetmel 
_ “That’sthe goal, buteverything 
is very preliminary,” said Doyle. 
“This is something that’s: been | 
needed for a long time — but we 

|Wanttodoitright” => 
__ The committee voted Wednes- 
day to ask Mayor Edward Reilly 
_toprovide $40,000 for design work 


ITT T 7 


Preliminary rendering of proposed é eight acre city plot at 
east of Springside Park. Access would be from Benedict Road (bottom of map), south of the water 
lower. The design places four softball fields around a center building, creating a wheel effect. At fop right 
is field currently used by Babe Ruth baseball league, which is designated ‘Practice field.” 


es one 
Softball fields arranged like the 
‘spokes of a wheel from a central 


___ See SOFTBALL page 9 


complex envisioned as four 


Softball complex plan progressing 


continued from page 1 


building that would include a con- 
cession stand, restrooms and stora ge 
space. 

The draft designs have been do- 
nated by architect Stephen Barry, 
with topography assistance provided 
by Scalise-Knysh Associates. 

“These guys did a lot of work for 
us — quickly,” said Doyle. 

Set on about eight acres of city- 
owned land, the facility would be- 
come the base for all organized girls 
softball games in the city, including 
parks department leagues, high 
school leagues and others that have 
been scattered across the city or that 
don’t exist yet. 

“Everything associated with girls 
softball would be here, from the high 
school kids to the senior leagues that 
have been talked about,” said Doyle. 
“This would be a jewel for the city.” 

Several hundred girls currently 
participate in various programs and 
Doyle conservatively estimates that 
the field would be used regularly by 
500 players. 

“The other thing that is so impor- 
tant is that this would free up all 
these other parks for other uses,” 
said Doyle. 

The committee is not sure exactly 
how much the facility would cost or 
would be funded, though Mayor 
Edward Reilly has indicated support 
for the project. 

“It would not all be in this year’s 
budget,” said Reilly, “but I think we 
could find a way to make this hap- 
pen.” 

Thecommittee’s focus Wednesda y 
was on addressing other potential 
hurdles, with Doyle emphasizing a 
desire to deal with concerns before 
the project advances too far. 

“We have to make sure everyone 
is accommodated,” said Doyle, 
“that’s why we're trying to talk with 
people now.” 

Doyle said that ward 1 councilor 
Paul Dowd and ward.2 councilor 
Tim DiSilva, who represent neigh- 
borhoods that might be affected, have 
been advised about the project and 
invited to meetings. 

Doyle noted that the project ha 
previously been reported in the me 
dia without generating any neig 
borhood concerns: He said improve 
ments to the site, including bette 


Screening than is now present and a 
new driveway location, could en- 
hance the area. 

The site is currently used for Babe 
Ruth baseball games — and repre- 
sentatives of that youth league at- 
tended Wednesday’s session, ex- 
pressing a desire to be incorporated 
into the project rather than moved to 
another location. 

“We're not againstit,” said Al Bra- 
dley. “We're for it — we want to 
share it.” 

Doyle had spoken with school of- 
ficials about upgrading the baseball 
field at Reid Middle School or sched- 
uling games at Taconic High School, 
but the Babe Ruth representatives 
indicated a strong preference to stay 
put. 

“It was a big hassle,” said Fran 
Tierney, of past years at Reid. “Main- 
tenance was a problem, a fight.” 

Dan DeSantis said that Staying at 
the Benedict Road location in con- 
junction with the softball complex 
would be preferable. 

“It’s the only field in the city, other 
than Wahconah Park, where youcan 
play regulation baseball,” he said. 
The Babe Ruth field, which the com- 


mittee hoped to convert to a softball 
practice site, has fencing that is not 
available elsewhere. 

“We think this is a long past due 
project,” DeSantis said of the softball 
plan, “but we are the only ones being 
displaced and we’d like to stay.” 

Tony Massimiano, a committee 
member and chairman of the parks 
commission, had mixed feelings: 
“Ideally, I’d like to see this as an 
additional field for softball, but I’m 
sympathetic.” 

City employees serving on the 
committee cautioned that the unoffi- 
cial timeline for the project might be 
overly optimistic and urged prompt 
action on several matters. 

Bob Tone, city purchasing agent, 
suggested that design money be 
sought from the mayor, so that plan- 
ning could begin. In addition, the 
committee will devise a detailed 
analysis of the scope of work neces- 
sary for the project in anticipation of 
putting design services to bid. 

“We want to keep our feet to the 
fire but be realistic,” said Massimiano 
about the optimistic timeline. 

“Allin all, things have gone along 
well,” concluded Doyle. 
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Council to act on design funds 


' By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — A proposal to 
increase the city’s capital budget 
by $40,000 to provide funding to 
meet the costs of designing a girls’ 
softball complex will come before 
the City Council tonight. 

The Council meets at 7:30 in its 
chambers at City Hall. 

The initial appropriation was 
requested by a committee headed 
by Councilor at large Gerald S. 
Doyle Jr. Aside from design serv- 
ices, the money would pay for 
items including cost estimates, 
bidding assistance and construc- 
tion oversight. 


Springside Park 

Though the committee hopes 
that the complex — to be located 
on an 8-acre parcel within Spring- 
side Park near where the Babe 
Ruth League already plays — will 
be ready for use by June 1, mem- 
bers have acknowledged that the 
date may be unrealistic. 


= 


Also on tonight’s agenda is a 
home-rule petition for a state 
Housing Court session in Pittsfield. 


Doyle has said that it is too early 
to estimate how much the project 
will cost, but he suggested that it 
could be financed through grants 
or further additions to the capital 
outlay budget. 


Preliminary plans call for the 
complex to consist of four softball 
fields, a building, lighting, park- 
ing, bathrooms, picnic areas, and 
water and sewer lines. All girls’ 
softball teams, including high 
school teams, would play at the 
complex, thus freeing other fields 
for other uses, said Doyle. 


Also on tonight’s agenda is the 
transfer of $2,500 from an unclas- 
sified. city account to an account to 


be called “First Night Consultant.” 

The purpose of the transfer is to 
allow the First Night Committee to 
hire short-term staff assistance to 
complete this year’s event. Offi- 
Cilals expect that the $2,500 will be 
reimbursed from First Night cele- 
bration receipts. 

In addition, the Council will be 
presented with the names of 
seven people named by Mayor 
Edward M. Reilly to serve on the 
First Night Committee. They are 
Teresa Bissaillon, Sarah Har- 
rington, John Lipa, James Long, 
Sharon Semanie, Wendy Sacco 
and William Tyer. 


Experimental division 


The Council also will decide to- 
night whether to formally submit 
a so-called “home rule petition” to 
the Legislature concerning the és- 


tablishment of an experimental 
“western division” of the state 
Housing Court in Pittsfield. 

If approved by the Legislature, 
the special act would allow a jus- 
tice of the Housing Court to hear 
cases once a week in the Council 
chamber for a trial period of one 
year. 

The drafting of the home rule 
petition was approved by the 
Council last month when it acted 
favorably on. a petition from 
Councilor at large Peter G. Arlos. 

Currently seated in Boston, 
Worcester and Springfield, justices 
of the Housing Court Department 
have jurisdiction over cases in- 
volving “all housing problems,” 
but particularly the health, safety 
or welfare of residents of. any 
place that is subject to state 
building codes or other regula- 
tions. 

In matters within their jurisdic- 
tion, Housing Court justices have 
the same powers as Superior 
Court judges, including the power 
to grant temporary restraining 
orders and preliminary injunc- 
tions. 

The department’s chief justice, 


for cirls’ softball 


EK. George Daher, has told city of- 
ficials that the Council’s request 
for a Housing Court session in 
Pittsfield is “very heartening.” 

‘“... The success of the Housing 
Court Department has always 
been predicated on accessibility 
and a desire to serve, and I am 
prepared to assist in any way I 
can,” Daher wrote. 

His letter explained that special 
legislation -is the only way to ac- 
complish what the City Council 
wants. That’s because there is no 


complex 


legal mechanism that would allow 
for anything but the assignment of 
a Housing Court justice to the 
District Court. 

“If a Housing Court judge were 
simply assigned to the District 
Court Department, he would only | 
have the powers of the District 
Court,” Daher wrote. “If that 
judge were designated a Superior 
Court judge, while he would have | 
more powers, he would lose the 
accessibility inherent in the 
Housing Court.” 
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The Pittsfield YMCA. like the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Club of Pittsfield — 
has always been known for broaden- 
ing the sports horizons of the youth 
in our city. In a continuing effort to 
é9.80; the Y has organized a youth 
touch football league. 

The league is for boys and girls 
from first to fourth grade. It’s de- 
signed to introduce youngsters to 
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Touch football program will expose kids to sport at earlier age 


PORTS 
CENE 


Rick Stohr 


developed a successful flag football 
program and Miszewski hopes Pitts- 


field youngsters will be just as inter- 
ested. 

“The numbers for kids participat- 
ing in football are down lately, hope- 
fully we can get them involved at an 
earlier age,” he said. 

Sullivan explains: “Kids naturally 
gravitate to kicking a ball and soccer 
is all that's available.” Sullivan 
stressed that the touch league isn’t 


designed to compete with soccer, just 
to offer exposure to football. 

“Kids don't have the opportunity 
to learn football until the fifth grade, 
maybe this will give them the 
chance,” he said. 

Young kids aren’t ready for con- 
tact sports. That's why the touch 
league would be a great learning ex- 
perience, he believes: “There won't 


Page 23 


be any blocking, any contact, and no 
contact related injuries.” 

So many kids play pickup games 
in their back yards, Sullivan says this 
will be the same thing but with more 
organization and instruction. 

Anyone interested in getting their 
boy or girl involved, or anyone seek- 
ing further information, should call 


the Pittsfield YMCA at 499-7650. 
the game of football, instructing them : | 
on the basic fundamentals of the | 
game. | 

The Pittsfield Parks Department 
already does a great job with the 
older kids. Grades five through eight 
compete in the Pittsfield Junior Foot- 
ball League. The Y’s touch football 
program has ideas of lending a hand 
to the Junior Football League by giv- 
ing kids a ground level introduction 
to football. 

“This way the Parks Department 
‘won't have to start from scratch, the 
kids will have some knowledge at an 
earlier age,” says Mitch Miszewski 
of the YMCA. 

Miszewski said that the idea of a 
touch football league was initiated 
by Dan Sullivan. Sullivan is no 
stranger to football. He was head 
coach at Lee, Pittsfield, and most re- 
cently Taconic High School: He was 
also an assistant coach at Wahconah, 
and the old Cranwell and North Jun- 
ior High Schools. 

“Allsummer, Danandlwondered 
why this couldn't be done,” said 
Miszewski. “We couldn’t come up 
with a reason good enough, so we 
decided to give it a try.’ 

Sullivan added: “The Junior Foot- 
ball League serves as a good feeder 
system for the high schools and we 
hope to be able to do the same for 
them.” | 

The basic fundamentals of pass- 
ing, kicking, receiving and running 
with a football will be discussed. 
Also, the rules of the game will be 
covered in game-like situations. 

The league will consist of two divi- 
sions. The first and second graders 


- 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff | 


Mass Maulers head out eS i heen, 6 i | 


Pittsfield’s champion softball team departed last night for the 
eee slow och tournament in Jacksonville, Fla. From left in 

front,“are Mary Beth Berube, Kim Massimiano and Rachel 

O’Connell. Behind them is Kate Righi. Story, Cl. 


Softball ‘Maulers’ dépurt 


for the nationals tonight 


] 


will be in one division, while the | : | 


. PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield Parks Department “Mass 
_ Maulers” state champion softball team, after achieving its 
fundraising goal, is set to depart tonight for the National ASA 
Girls’ 16-and-under Slow Pitch Tournament in Jacksonville, Fla. 

The Maulers raised nearly $12,000 to pay for the trip to the 
nationals, which begin Thursday and continue through Sunday. 
A tag sale and car wash Sunday brought the girls over the top 
in their fundraising efforts. 

The team is scheduled to be honored tonight with a ride ina 
Pittsfield fire engine beginning at about 6:15. The fire engine 
will parade the girls through downtown to the Eagle parking lot 
on South Church Street. There, Coach Joe McGovern’s squad 
will board a Dufour Brothers bus for their ride to Jacksonville. 

McGovern said 43 players and parents will ride the bus, and 
about 15 to 20 more fans are flying to Florida for the tourna- 
ment. 

This marks the fourth time in five years that a Pittsfield team 
coached by McGovern has qualified for the nationals, and the 
third time a Pittsfield team has made the trip. 


third and fourth graders will be | 
paired up in the second division. | | 
The format of the league is set up | 
to instruct aS' well as entertain. The | 
first two' weeks of the program will | 
be instructional only. The following | 
six weeks'will consist of a half hour of 
instruction for both divisions and a _ 
a running time touch football game | 
.. that'should last about forty minutes. 
| The Pittsfield YMCA youth touch 
football league will begin Sunday, | 
September 11 and run through Sun- ’ 
day, October 30. The program will | 
take place at Ponterril from 3 p.m. to | 
approximately 4:15 p.m. each-week. | 
Miszewski would like to model | 
the YMCA youth touch football | 
league after the Y’s successful soccer | 
program, which séems tobe growing | 
each year. The Greenfield YMCA has, 


ant ” ™ Bar Ain 
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FOOTBALLS FUTURE 


One hundred sixty-six city youngsters are practicing weeknights at the Common for 
the Junior Football League, which kicks off its six week instructional season on 
September 17. 


Two dozen volunteers keep the Junior Football League running. 
In addition, members of the county Football Officials Association 
donate services on game days. 


The “B’ division — ages 9-11 — plays simulated games on Saturday mornings. The “A” division — 
ages 12-13 — plays actual games on Sunday mornings. : 


The Junior Football League is run by the city’s Parks & Recreation Department. This Saturday, 
players will sell “season tickets” door-to-door at a cost of $1. A golf tournament next’ month 
sponsored by Samel’s Deli will also benefit the league. 
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Minor League sign-up March 26 


The Pittsfield Minor League baseball program has scheduled regis- 
tration for its 1994 season Saturday, March 26, from 10 a.m. to noon and 
March 28 from 6 to 8 p.m. Registration is open to youngsters who are at” 
least 8 years old, but not 13, on Aug. 1. . | 

Candidates for the North Division register at the Peck’s Road fire 
Station, the South at Holmes Road fire station and West at West 
Housatonic Street fire station. 








Little League Las 
A Las Vegas Night to benefit 


program is schedule 
is a $2 


ments will be available. Procee 
and West leagues. 


Vegas event tonight 


the Pittsfield Little League baseball 
m 7 to midnight at Itam Lodge. There 


ds- benefit the Pittsfield North, South 


prizes will be awarded, and refresh- | 


Little League )-/9-TY 


Williams, who had a game-tying 
RBI single in the fourth inning, 
had defensive help in the final 
inning from third-baseman Tyler 
Tenney, who made a strong de- 


~-/§ —-¢ Y | fensive play to help preserve the 
victory. 

Elsewhere, Pittsfield South 
continued to look strong in the 
tournament with a 15-4 win over 
North Adams at Fallon Field in 
North Adams. Hank Bautzmann 
led the winners with three hits 
and two RBIs. 

The tournament continues to- 
day with games at each site. In 
Williamstown, Lee faces Dalton- 
Hinsdale, while Great Barrington 
and Pittsfield North hook up in a 
game in North Adams. 


P. South 15, N. Adams 4 


NORTH ADAMS — The South 
scored a quick run in the first 
inning and then added 10 runs in. 
the second to take an 11-0 lead. A 
total of 16 South batters made it 
to the plate during the big rally. 

Among the eight hits recorded 
in the frame by the South were 
RBI singles from Jeff Shouldice, 
Chris Flynn, Randy Russell and 
Bautzmann, who also had an ear- 
lier RBI double in the stanza. 

North Adams got on the score- 
board with two runs each in the 
fifth and sixth innings. In the 
fifth, Brian Truskowski smacked 
a two-run double. Gary Rondeau 


Tet ts AL 
Little League sign-up, redistricting % 

The Pittsfield Little League has sched 
leagues March 26 from 10 a.m. to no 
New candidates for the North Lea 
Road fire station, for the South 


station and for the West League 
Station. 


Any youngster who will be a 
Is eligible. Every player will g 
a $20 registration fee. 

Tryouts are scheduled 
Sunday, May 1. The leagu 
Saturday, June 4. 


The Pittsfield leagues have chan i 
ged their bo | 
season, and the following is a list of undaries for the 1994 


eae new boundaries: 
: Lanesboro town line on the north. South j 
: on Churchill 
ee oe e ab Noah and East to Peck’s Road. South to Aiea Sau 
. to - Dut not including Onota St. East on Lj den § | 
including both sides of Linden St South on North § Stnehitiny soe 
t. to Park Square ‘includi i 
North St. East on East St. to Merrill Road Bridge ji | PERCLAT weno, 
. luding north side of E 
Merrill Road including Merrill Road to Dalton Bye Leste ft oni 
e. East on Dalton Ave. to D It j 
SOUTH LEAGUE: Lenox town line on the ane Westra ee 
: south. From Dalton town |i 
Dalton Ave. but not including Dalton Ave. West j aah StI ae 
- West including south side of East St 
ne tas ee iN a not Het Pomeroy Ave. to Holmes Road. South oe PORE 
lapis g romeroy Ave. East of but not including Holmes Road to railroad line to 


WEST LEAGUE: Richmond-Lenox t 
South of Cascade St. east, south sal line on south. From Hancock town line at a point 


| not including Linden Street to North S 
including west side of North St. to East St. East j eve out) 
Ave. South, east of and inclading Bare - East including south side of East St. to Pomeroy 


: roy Avenue to Holmes Road. South f 
Ave. west of and including Holmes to railroad line. South along railroad to Lenox omic 


uled registration for its three 
on and March 28 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
gue should register at the Peck’s 
League at the Holmes Road fire 
at the West Housatonic Street fire 


t least 9, but not more than 12, on Aug. 1 
et to participate in each game. There jis 


April 9 and 10, with the leagues opening 
€s annual door-to-door candy sale will be 
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NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE 


Colt Insurance 10, Police Dept. 5. Colt — Winning 
pitcher Chris O'Neil with 14 strikeouts and two hits 
including one home run. Police — Jason McKeever 2 hits. 

PGEECU 4, Fire Dept. 3. PGEECU — Dave Galvagni 
winning pitch, Kayla Donnelly 2 hits. Fire — Joe Fillio 2 
hits. —- 

Police Dept. 11, Allessio Masonry 0. Police — Jeff 
Quetti, Jason McKeever combine on shutout. Nick Teti 3 
hits, 


South Little League sets tryouts 4/alqy 


The Pittsfield So 
Player should brin 
Players age 9 Should re 


10-year-olds at 9 a.m. tom 
Olds tomorrow at 10 a.m. 


uth Little League has gs 
Arena tomorrow and at the Pittsfield High 


& 2 copy of a birth certific 
registered yet may do so at the tryouts. 


port tomorrow at 8 a.m. and 
Orrow and 1 p.m. Sunday; 


cheduled tryouts at the 
Symnasium Sunday. Each 
ate, and those who haven’t 


Sunday at noon: 
and 11- and 12-year- 


and Kyle Rowe had the other hits 
for North Adams, which was held 
to just three hits in the game by 
South starter Brian Uliasz (11 
strikeouts) and relievers Matt 
Billieux and Russell. 

Bautzmann (3 hits, 2 RBIs) and 
Uliasz (2 hits, 3 RBIs) led the 
South, which also had two hits 

“each from Billieux, Flynn and 
Dan Gross. 7 — | G- 


Fire Dept. 9, Elks Club 7. Fire — Joe Fillio winning 
picher and added two hits including a triple. 

Colt Insurance 12, Dave's Sporting Goods 4. Colt = 
Matt Prendergast winning pitcher. Ryan Elser 4 hits 
including home run. Dave’s — Kelly Sadowski triple. 

PGEECU 7, Elks Club 6, PGEECU — Dave Galvagni 
winning pitcher. Elks — J.D. Eason 2 hits. 

Allessio Masonry 7, Colt Insurance 6. Allessio — Mike 
Stubbs winning pitcher. Justin Lyon 2 hits including triple. 
Colt — Chris O'Neil. 2 hits. 


'  geries 


Little League 


The tournament continues to- 
day in North Adams, with Lee 
meeting Lanesboro in a losers’ 
bracket elimination game. To- 
day’s winner will play Pittsfield 
South in Williamstown on Tues- 
day at 5:30 in the championship 
game. 

If today’s Lee-Lanesboro win- 
ner wins on Tuesday, then the 
will be decided on 
Wednesday. 


and Sunday at 2 p.m. 


Little League 


PITTSFIELD — Burger King of 
the Pittsfield South defeated Sil- 
ver Screen of the Pittsfield West 
6-2 yesterday at the Pittsfield 
West field to advance to the 
championship game of the Pitts- 
field city Litthe League tourna- 
ment. 

Burger King will play Greylock 
Credit Union of the Pittsfield 
North at the North field on 


Springside Avenue tomorrow at 
5:30. The North team drew a bye 
because it is hosting the final 
game. 


Shouldice hurls a gem 


Jeff Shouldice was yesterday’s 
winning pitcher with a one-hitter, 
while losing pitcher Matt Wright 
was almost as stingy, giving up 
two hits. Burger King scored sin- 


JIA 
championship game ioheduled 


e runs in the first and second 
a added four runs in the fifth. 
Silver Screen scored its two runs 
in the home sixth. 

Ryan Brown’s double and 
Bryan Demarco’s single were the 
hits for Burger King, while We- 
sley Williamson’s two-run double 
was Silver Screen’s only safety. 

The championship site is ro- 
tated among the three leagues. 


South will advance 


into tourney 


NORTH ADAMS — Pittsfield 
South assured itself of a berth in 
the Berkshire County Little 
League tournament: champion- 
ship game by defeating Lanes- 
boro 13-2 yesterday at Fallon 
Field. The championship game is 
scheduled for Anderson Field in 
Williamstown on Tuesday at 5:30. 

Today’s game in the double- 
elimination tournament has Lee 
and Great Barrington playing in 
‘Williamstown at 5:30. Today’s 
winner will play Lanesboro out of 
the losers’ bracket tomorrow at 
59:30 in North Adams, with the 
winner moving on to play Pitts- 
field South on Tuesday. The extra 

- game will be Wednesday if the 
team out of the losers’ bracket 
wins Tuesday. 

’ Lanesboro led 2-0 after two in- 
nings, with Luke Williams hitting 
a two-run home run — his second 
round-tripper of the tournament 
— in the home first. South, how- 
ever, roared back. The visitors 
scored four runs in the third and 


finals 
V/ArA»— 4 


Little League 


three runs each in the fourth, 
fifth and sixth innings. 

In the- third, singles by Chris 
Flynn, Ryan Cullen and Matt 
Mazzer loaded. the bases. A two- 
run error and Jeff Reynolds’ two- 
run single capped the rally. 

Mazzer had a two-run single 
and Flynn an RBI single in the 
fourth, while Ryan Brown con- 
nected for a two-run single and 
Cullen an RBI single in the fifth. 
In the sixth, Russell had an RBI 
Single and Matt Farkas a two-run 
Single. 

Flynn, Cullen, Mazzer, Reyn- 
olds, Russell .and Brian Uliasz 
each had two hits for South, 
which saw Cullen strike out eight 
and walk two in a complete-game 


win. Tim Larson pitched a com- 


plete game for Lanesboro, which 
had singles from the ‘Derby 
brothers, E.J. and Sherm. 


P. South 11, P. North 1 


WILLIAMSTOWN — South 
scored four runs each in the first 
two innings for winning pitcher 
Ryan Cullen, who hurled a two- 
hitter, striking out eight and 
walking two. Joe Fillio went the 
distance for North, allowing eight 


Pittsfield South advance 


hits, striking out eight and walk- 
ing Six. 

Cullen had an RBI single and 
Randy Russell a single to key the | 
South’s four-run first frame. Jeff 
Reynolds’ RBI single was the big 
hit in the four-run second inning. 

The North scored its run in the 
third, when Chris O’Neil scored 
from third on an error after he 
had walked and moved to third 
on Jeff Quetti’s single. O’Neil and 
Quetti had the two North hits. 

Matt Farkas’ RBI single and 
Ryan Brown’s fielder’s choice 
RBI highlighted the three-run 
fifth for the South, which had two 
hits each from Cullen and Rus- 


sell. FY TY 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Pittsfield South coach Joe Yannone never had a chance at the end of the game yesterday, as 


he received the traditional shower from his team. Pittsfield South advanced as one of four .\ 


teams to the Little League state tournament with a 4-2 win yesterday over Leominster. 


South stars in state tourney 


m@ SOUTH, from Cl 


three runs helped by two Leom- 
inster errors in the bottom of the 
third. 

“Defense got us here, but we 
didn’t play well defensively to- 
day,” said Leominster coach Tom 
Kamataris, whose team made 
three fielding miscues. “It just 
wasn’t meant to be.” 

Shouldice led off the bottom of 
the third for Pittsfield with a 
single to right. Next batter, Chris 
Flynn, then beat out a_ bunt. 
Shouldice reached second on the 
bunt, and tried to go to third, but 
fell down in the baseline. 

“J was running too 
Shouldice said. 

But Leominster first baseman 
Erik Sanchez threw wildly to 
third. That allowed Shouldice to 
cross the plate and Pittsfield 
South to tie the score 2-2. 

“IT just kept on going,’ Should- 
ice said. 


fast,” 


“We like to be aggressive,” said 
Yannone about Shouldice’s taking 
the extra base. “We like to get 
things going.” 

Next batter, Ryan Cullen, then 
topped the ball in front of the 
plate, but reached base on an- 
other Leominster throwing error 
that also allowed Flynn to score 
from second and give Pittsfield 
South a 3-2 lead. 

Cullen was forced at second for 
the inning’s first out when Matt 
Mazzer grounded to. shortstop. 
Mazzer reached first on the 
fielder’s choice, then advanced to 
second when he beat the throw 
on Jeff Reynolds’. grounder . to 
short. Both runners moved up on 
a wild pitch. 

Walks to Billieux and Uliasz 
sandwiched around a strikeout 
allowed Mazzer to score Pittsfield 
South’s fourth run. Reynolds 
tried to score on a wild pitch, but 
was tagged out at the plate to end 


the inning. 9/. tt 9 G 


Leominster threatened in the 
fifth when Billy Jeffries and Lo- 
uie Serrano singled with one out. 
Sanchez then hit a long fly to left, 
but Mazzer backed up and made 
a one-handed leaping catch near 
the fence. 

“At first I thought it was gone 
[going over the fence], then I 
started running, and I got it in my 
glove,” Mazzer said. 


Leominster had taken its 2-1 
lead in the top of the third when 
Jeffries scored on an error, and 
Sanchez doubled in Michael Bar- 
rett, who had singled, from sec- 
ond base. 


Billieux, who hit eight home 
runs during the regular season, 
led off the second with his first- 
pitch home run, which went over 
the center-field fence. 

“It was a curve ball that didn’t 
curve, so I hit it,” Billieux said. 
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WEST LITTLE LEAGUE 


} 
} 


Civitan def. Parkside 12-3. Civitan — Brendan Welteroth | 


2-hitter, 15 strikeouts, Joe Jarck 4 hits, 4 RBIs. 

ltam def. J. Colvin Glass 10-1. ltam — Shawn Mullett 
WP, Bobby Kennedy 2 doubles. 

Silver Screen def. Jimmy's 8-1. Silver — Matt Wright 
WP, Carlton Maiia, Eamon Barry triples. 


Civitan def. Friendly 11-9. Civitan — Chris Evangelisto — 


WP, Brendan Welteroth 2 hits. Friendly — Matt Mazzeo 7 
strikeouts. 

Parkside def. Friendly 14-0. Parkside — Russell Gam- 
boisi WP. 


Silver Screen def. Civitan 7-5. Silver — Matt Wright WP, | 


Mike Quetti 3 hits, HR. Civitan — Brendan Welteroth 12 
strikeouts. 


J. Colvin Glass def. Jimmy's 5-2. Colvin — Justin | 
Sukiennik WP, 11 strikeouts, Joe Drury 3 hits, 4 RBis. 


Jimmy's — Justin Herrick 2 hits. 

J, Colvin Glass def. Civitan 14-7. Colvin — Joe Drury 
WP, 9 strikeouts. Civitan — Mark Cimini 2 hits, HR. 

Friendly def. Itam 9-8. 

Jimmy's def. Parkside 7-6. Jimmy’s — Jake Wendling 
WP, 3 hits, triple, 3 RBls. 

Silver Screen def. Itam 10-4. Silver — J.T. Arsenault WP, 
Eamon Barry 2 hits, Wes Williamson 2 hits, HR, John 
Kirchener HR. 


SOUTH LITTLE LEAGUE 
Burger King def. IAC 4-2. Burger King — Hank Bautz- 


hits. 
Stevenson's def. Virgilio’s 5-3. Stevenson’s — Nick 
Ramsey WP, Joe Kimok 2 hits, Jeremy Kline 2 RBIs. 
Samel's Deli def. East Side Pizza 3-1. Samel’s — Matt 
Billieux 16 strikeouts no-hitter, WP, home run. Mike Barcus 
double. 


k 
t 


Samel’s Deli def. Teo’s 5-0. Samel's — Brett Chandler 2 ° 


hits, Matt Billieux home run, Keith Wells 2 hits. 


IAC. def. CSB 6-1. IAC — Craig LeDuc WP no hitter, _ 
Roger Cullen 2 hits, Jeff Soldato 2 hits. 
Virgilio’s def. ESP 4-2. Virgilio's — Peter Matthews 2 | 


hits, Jake Harrington double. ESP — Randy Russell 2 hits. | 
Burger King def. Stevenson's 3-2. Burger King — Dom | 
Dastoli 2 hits, Jeff Snouldice double, Ryan Brown 2 hits. 
East Side def. Teo’s 14-4. East Side — Tom Albano 4 | 
hits 3 RBls, Randy Russell 2 hits 2 RBls, Jeff Reynolds 3 | 
RBIs. 
IAC def. Stevenson’s 6-4. IAC — Ryan Cullen WP 10 
strikeouts, 2 hits. Stevenson’s — Jeremy Kline double. 
NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE 
Police Dept. def. Dave’s Sporting Goods 16-6. Police — 
Jeff Quetti WP, Jason McKeever & Nick Teti 4hits each. | 


Fire Dept. def. Allessio Masonry 9-4. Fire — Joe Fillio | 


WP. Allessio ~ Dave Moynahan 2 hits. 

Colt Insurance def. PGEECU 6-1. Colt — Ryan Elser | 
WP, Matt Prendergast 2 hits including triple. PGEECU — 
Dave Galvagni 2 hits. 

Fire Dept, def. Dave’s 3-1. Fire — Aubry Cummings WP, 
Joe Fillio 2 hits. 


Police Dept. def. Elk's Club. Police — Chris Cormier | 


| WP, Jeff Quetti & Jason McKeever 2 hits each. Elk’s — 
_ Jeremy Bigelow 2 hits. 


Elk’s Club def. Dave’s 11-4. Elk's — Mike Weller WP, 


| Josh Deerin 3 hifs. Dave’s — Dan Marshall & Sean 
| Stevens 2 hits each. 


PGEECU def. Allesio’s 4-2, PGEECU — Jason Rudd 


_ WP, Ryan Beattie 2 hits. 


Fire Dept. def. Police Dept. 11-6. Fire — Joe Fillio WP, 4 


_ hits, Jeff Quetti bases-loaded triple. 


man WP, Nate Davis double, RBI. IAC — Ryan Cullen 2 | 


| 
| 
{ 





Pittsfield South players celebrate after their 4-2 win 
over Leominster yesterday at Deming Field thrust them (Cullen. Pit 
into the state Little League tournament. From left are 


. 


Four against Middleboro. 


aS SS cee 
Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Matt Billieux, Nick Ramsey, Dan Gross and Ryan 
tsfield now plays on Friday in the state Final 


poly he teed 
South makes Final Four 


Pittsfield team in state tourney after 4-2 win 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Pittsfield South age 
11-12 Little League all-star. team is going to 
the state Little League tournament. 

District 1 champion Pittsfield South 
qualified by defeating District 3 champion 
Leominster 4-2 in a state sectional match 
last night at Deming Field. What made the 
victory doubly sweet was that Pittsfield 
South had lost in the state sectional finals 
10-8 to Holden and .7-3 to Bartlett of 
Worcester the last two years. 


Good feeling 


“It’s just a great feeling,” Pittsfield South 
coach Joe Yannone said. “Especially be- 
cause the last two years it was so close. 


Pittsfield South player Jeff Reynolds 
base in a cloud of dust in the fifth in 


Little League 


We've. been talking to this team a lot about 
last year. I just told them to be relaxed and 
go out and play the game.” 

“It means a lot,” said Pittsfield South 
first baseman Matt Billieux, who had two 
hits, including a solo homer in the second 
to go with the grand slam he hit against 
Westfield in the District 1 final Friday 
night. 

“We just really wanted to win this year.” 

The four team state Little League tour- 
nament takes place in Oxford on Friday 
and Saturday. Pittsfield South will open 
play at 5 on Friday against Middleboro. If 
Pittsfield South wins, then it will play the 


is out at second Deming Field. Reynolds had 


ning yesterday at 


winner of Friday’s other game between 
Parkway National of Roxbury and Lowell 
at 2 on Saturday for the championship. If 
Pittsfield South loses Friday, it will play in 
the third-place game at 10:30°on Saturday. 
Pittsfield South is the first Berkshire 
County Little League team to reach the 
state tournament since Lee went to the 
state finals in 1988. Pittsfield North won 
the state title in 1986. In 1977, Pittsfield 
South won the state tournament, then fin- 
ished third in the Eastern Regionals. 
Yesterday, pitcher Brian Uliasz threw a 
four-hitter, struck out five and walked two 
for Pittsfield South, while Jeff Shouldice 
had two hits for the winners, who rallied 
from a 2-1 deficit to win the game with 


SOUTH, continued on C3 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
singled off the fence and 


tried to stretch the play for the extra base. 





Dalton-Hinsdale shortstop Neil Fitzroy, 
some dirt along with the ball as he forces out Pittsfield 
North runner Chris Lyon in third inning of last night’s 


right, grabs 


| 


“a 
Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff | 


Berkshire County age 9-10 Little League championship § 
game in Dalton. Fitzroy later started a last-inning dou- | 
ble play that helped his team clinch 2-1 win. } 


Dalton-Hinsdale wins 9-10 title 


a oe 


Little Leaguers hold off Pittsfield North, 2- 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DALTON — If Dan Duquette is still gen- 
eral manager of the Red Sox 10 years from 
now, and is looking for a slick fielding 
shortstop, he may have to search no further 
than his family. 

Neil Fitzroy, who is Duquette’s nephew, 
started a double play with none out in the 
top of the sixth inhing that erased the tying 
run at second base and preserved Dalton- 
Hinsdale’s 2-1 victory over defending 
champion Pittsfield North in the champi- 
onship game of the Berkshire County 
Jimmy Fund age 9-10 Little League tour- 
nament at Chamberlain Field. 


Scott Tucker was another standout for 
Dalton-Hinsdale, pitching out of a bases- 
loaded jam in the fourth inning and hitting 
a Sacrifice fly that drove in Fitzroy with 
the winning run in the top of the fifth. 


Both teams had two hits 


Tucker and starting pitcher Jack Mul- 
cahy, who went the first three innings, 
limited Pittsfield North to two hits and one 
unearned run as Dalton-Hinsdale won the 
tournament championship for the first 
time. Pittsfield North had beaten Pittsfield 
West 23-3 in the semifinals. 


Pittsfield North pitchers John P. Murphy 
and Mike Pieropan limited Dalton- 


Hinsdale to two hits, but the. winners found 
just enough offense to win. 

“We’ve got the pitching, and we’ve got 
the defense,” Dalton-Hinsdale coach Steve 
DeVergilio said. “We didn’t hit as well as I 
thought we would, but we held this team to 
one run. We did a good job.” 


Spearheading the defense was Fitzroy, a 
Red Sox fan who said his uncle has never 
seen him play. 

“Not that I can remember,” Fitzroy said. 

Maybe Uncle Dan will make the trip 
down from Boston after Fitzroy’s play last 
night. 


BASEBALL, continued on C3 


North Little League tryouts [4/94 


West Little League election tomorrow 


The Pittsfield West Little League has scheduled its annual election of 
officers tomorrow at 7 p.m. at the Silver Screen restaurant. Any inter- 
ested adults are welcome. Further information is available from Jim 


The Pittsfield North Little League will hold tryouts this Saturday 
and Sunday, April 9-10, at Springside Park on Springside Avenue in 
Pittsfield. 

Age group tryouts are at the following times: 

Nine year olds — Saturday at 10 a.m., Sunday at noon. 10 year olds — 


Quinto, 443-7305. / DLAs re ¥ : 
af ! 7% 3 Saturday at 12:30 p.m., Sunday at 1:30 p.m. 11-12 year olds — Saturday 
at 2 p.m., Sunday at 3 p.m. 
Anyone who has not registered may do so a half hour before tryouts 
begin. Applicants must be accompanied by a parent and bring a birth 


certificate. For information call Pat Hogan at 443-3787. 


ew er AeA AAA BY etlletietietedy Iiitedin tien bod ewwiuie 
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- South Little League sets meeting tlaly 


‘m., age 10 at 10:15 | 


| 
can do so at this time. 
Players age 9 shou] 


and age 11-12 at 11:45. An organizational meeting for the Pittsfield South Little League has 


been scheduled Wednesday at 7 p.m. in the Athenaeum Room on the 
_second floor of the Berkshire Athenaeum, District 1 administrator Don 
Gleason has announced. Any Interested parties are welcome. 
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Mulcahy singled, 

scored on a throwing error. 
Pittsfield North tied the score 
in the top of the fourth. 
an led off with a double to 
and Deering walked. 


Tournament rules | 
ers to three innings, so Tucker) 


Wil 


Dan Baer on a called strike three 


But Tucker came back and got 
to end the inning. 


when 

third. Billy Por 

fielder’s choice 

error was made on 

carne’s fly ball to left field. 
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center, 

Tucker than struck out 

and Steve Papa, before walking 
Sean Donnelly to load the bases. 
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erkshire County champions 


The Pittsfield South Little League All-Stars recently won 
the Berkshire County Little League championship and then 
finished fourth in the state tournament which was held 
this past weekend in Oxford. Members of the South team 
include, from left: FRONT ROW — Ryan Brown, Dan Gross, 


Ais Eee aes pies Wie 
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Randy Russell, Nick Ramsay, Matt Farkas, Jeff Shouldice, 
Hank Bautzmann. SECOND ROW — Matt Billieux, Chris 
Flynn, Greg Herrman, Ryan Cullen, Jeff Reynolds, Matt 
Mazzer, Brian Uliasz. BACK ROW — Assistant coach Mark 
Reynolds, head coach Joe Yannone. 
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Berkshire Sports Calendar 


TODAY 
PRO BASEBALL: 


New Jersey Cardinals at Pittsfield Mets, 7 p.m. 


GOLF: 


U.S. Amateur qualifier, Country Club of Pittsfield, 7 a.m. 
Berkshire Junior Masters, Waubeeka 


Pittsfield all-stars 
lose consolation tilt 


OXFORD — A tough 2-1 defeat 
to eventual state champion Mid- 
dleboro on Saturday left the 
Pittsfield South Little League all- 
stars with little in the gas tank 
yesterday at Stanley Johnson 
Field. 

Pittsfield dropped the consola- 
tion game in the state tournament 
by a 6-0 score to Parkway Na- 
tional of Roxbury. In the state 
championship game. yesterday, 
Middleboro defeated Lowell 3-1. 
Middleboro now advances to the 
East Regionals, which begin to- 
morrow in Bristol, Conn. Middle- 
boro, which has a bye in the first 
round, opens play on Wednesday 
at 4. 

South coach Joe Yannone was 
making no excuses for his players 
yesterday. But he did admit that 
it was tough for the team to come 
back and play yesterday after 
losing an emotional one-run game 
the previous day. 

“It’s difficult to come back and 
play,” Yannone said. “Obviously 
this game didn’t mean as much. 
Plus the players [who stayed with 
host families] were off any cur- 
fews. Many of the players were up 
later on Saturday night than they 


Little League 


would have been if we had won 
and were playing in the champi- 
onship game.” 

The consolation game 
played at 10:30. 

“Y’m not surprised we were a 
little bit flat,’ Yannone said. 

Jeff Reynolds had the only hit 
for Pittsfield, which used starting 
pitcher Hank Bautzman, Matt 
Billieux and Jeff Shouldice on 
the mound. Reynolds had. the 
only Pittsfield hit and drove in 


Was 


the only run in the 2-1 loss to 


Middleboro on Saturday. 
“Tt was. still a great experi- 
ence,” Yannone Said. 


Potholes in the drive? 


Find a blacktopper in the 
Eagle Classified daily 
Business and Service 

Directory. 


oe 


— 





Little League All-Stars 
_ played with heart ?-''-** 


This was either a team full of great young baseball players or a bunch of | 
kids with a lot of heart. Most likely, it was a combination of both. | 

The Pittsfield South Little League All-Stars had us all cheering them on. | 
Many fans were, of course, family. Moms, dads, brothers, sisters, grand- | 
mas, grandpas, aunts, uncles, cousins and neighbors all carpooled across | 
the state to places like Oxford to see these little guys play their hearts out. | 
It seemed like a storybook. The team just kept on winning. It finally 


~~ 


ended this past Saturday. A powerhouse from Middleboro finally stopped 


Pittsfield South in the state semifinals. 
In the tournament, the group of 11 


and 12 year olds from Pittsfield played 
three games. They held their oppo- 
nent to twqo runs in each game. The 
first was a 9-2 win over the team from 
Westfield. Then came Leominster, 
where Pittsfield Mets pitcher John 


CENE 
Rick NOTE Kelly grew up. The score was a little 
closer, but the outcome was the same. 


Pittsfield South topped Leominster, 4-2. 


PORTS 


South and Middleboro was postponed a day due to rain. On Saturday, 
August 6, Pittsfield South again held their opponent to two runs. Their 


offense could only muster up one run, though. Pittsfield South lost the | 
game 2-1 and before you knew it, the season, for what it was worth, was 


Over. 


was tough. Bruno Brower threw a no-hitter to open up the tournament. 
Pittsfield South scored in the first inning but then Bruno took over. He 
didn’t allow a hit after the first inning. He walked only two while striking 


out eight the rest of the way. In the meantime, Bruno’s Middleboro 
teammates scored twice, eventually winning the game and advancing to the 


finals. . , 
Despite their heroics, Pittsfield South had to settle for the consolation 


game the following day. In that game, as one might expect after losing a 
heartbreaker the day before, they came out a little flat. Roxbury’s Parkway 
National shut out Pittsfield South, 6-0. 

It might ease their pain a little to know that Middleboro won the state 
championship by beating Lowell, 3-1, and advanced to the East Regionals. 

The Pittsfield South All-Stars proved themselves this year. They are the 
state Little League champions in District 1. Some athletes never get to taste 
a championship at any level. This group of 14 youngsters already have 
tasted that, and they aren’t even teenagers yet. 3 

The friends they made, and the memories they share with their team- 
mates will last a lifetime. 

As this season wraps up and the gear is packed away until next summer, 
take the time to thank the many coaches, umpires and other volunteers that 
made this year successful at every level. Encourage the kids to stay 
competitive throughout the year. The city has many fine youth programs 
in sports like hockey, soccer, football, basketball and more. 

If something interesting is happening in local sports let us know. We ll let 
everyone else know too. Write to Gazette Sports Scene, P.O. Box 2236, Pittsfield, 


MA 01202. 


Pittsfield went into the game a little scared. Rightly so. In their two 

tournament games leading into the clash with Pittsfield South, Middleboro | 
outscored their opponents, 37-3. The kid that climbed the hill that day | 
against South was nicknamed “Bruno.” Hisnamewasn’tthe only thing that | 


It was time for the semifinal game. The confrontation between Pittsfield | 


lia a4 WEST LITTLE LEAGUE 


J. Colvin Glass def. Jimmy's Restaurant 5-2. Jimmy's — 


Ryan Brooking 8 strikeouts. 
*eilver Screen def. Friendly’s 5-4. Silver Screen — Mike 


Quetti WP, Fred Sanatora 2 hits. 

ltam def, Parkside Tavern 6-0. Itam — John Morrow WP 

o-hitter). . 
Sees def. Jimmy's 20-6. Civitan — Chris Evangeliso 
WP, Mark Cimini 4 hits. Jimmy's — Kevin Harrington 2 
hits. 

Silver Screen def. J. Colvin Glass 19-3. Silver Screen — 
Wes Williamson WP 3 hits, John Kirchner 2 hits. “ 

Friendly's def. Jimmy's 6-2. Friendly’s — Brad Shove 
WP 10 strikeouts, John Lewis triple 2 RBIs. 3 

Civitan def. Itam 8-6. Civitan — Brendan Welleroth WP, 
Mark Cimini 4 hits. Itam — Damon Burniske 2 hits. ; 

Parkside def. J. Colvin Glass 9-8. Parkside — Russe 
Grandbois WP, Shane Rose 2 hits. J. Colvin — Justin 
Sukienik 2 hits. 

SOUTH LITTLE LEAGUE ‘ ie 

Burger King def. City Savings 12-1. Burger King — 
Shoutdics We Hank Bautzman 3 hits i RBIs, Ryan Drown 
2 hits, 3 RBIs. City — Greg Herman 2 hits. 

IAC def, Virgilio's 2-1. IAC — Ryan Cullen WP M 
strikeouts home run & 2 RBIs. Virgilio's — Brian Uliasz 
hits. 

‘East Side def. City Savings 3-0. East Side — Mark 
Yannone WP, Mark Reynolds 2 doubles, 2 RBIs. City — 
Josh Shepard double. 

purder titg def. Samel’s Deli 16-4. Burger — Jeff 
Shouldice WP, Ryan Brown 3 hits, 4 RBIs, Dom Dastoli 4 
hits. Samel’s — Matt Billieux grand slam, Justin Smith 
hits. é 

-5, Stevenson's — 
Stevenson's def. East Side Pizza 10-5, $ : : 
Matt Mazzer WP double.4 RBis. Joe Kimok 3 hits, Nick 
Ramsey double. East Side — Paul Capatanio home run. 

NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE Pi So 

Allessio Masonry def. Dave's Sporting Goods 20-4. 
Allessio’s — Dave Moynahan WP 3 hits, Rich Laughran 3 
hits. 
Elks Club def. Colt Insurance 13-7. Elks — al 
Sullivan WP, Alan LaDouceur 4 hits. Colt — Matt Pren- 
dergast 2 hits. ur 

Police Dept. def. PGEECU 7-6 (9 innings). Police — Ze 
Nolan WP, Jeff Quetti & J.P. Murphy 2 hits each. PGEEC 
— Ryan Beattie 2 hits. 

Colt Insurance def. Fire Dept. 6-3. Colt — Ryan Elser 
WP 13 strikeouts, Chris O'Neil 2 hits including triple. Fire 
— Kevin Hover & Jeremy Pemble triples, 

PGEECU def. Dave's 10-1. PGEECU ‘© Jim Losaw WP, 
Dave Galvagni & Jason Rudd 2 hits each, 

Police Dept. def. Allessio Masonry 5-2. Jeff Quetti wpe 2 
hits including home run. Allessio’s — Justin Lyon 2 acti 

Elks Club def. Fire Dept. 9-6. Elks a Mike Weller 
Alan LaDouceur 2 hits including triple. Fire — Dave Pelkey 


2 hits. 
Dave's def. Colt Insurance 7-0. Dave’s — Joe Matthews 


WP, Kelly Sadlowski 2 hits including triple. 
Firstchal standings: PGEECU 7-2, Police Dept, 6-3, Elks 
Club 5-4, Fire Dept. 5-4, Colt Insurance 4-5, Allessio 


Masonry 3-6, Dave’s Sporting Goods 1-8. 


SEDARIS SE 


Youth Baseball G ley 


WEST LITTLE LEAGUE 

Jimmy's def. Parkside, 9-2. Jimmy's — Kevin Harrington 
home run. 

J. Colvin def. Civitan, 11-10, J. Colvin ~ Joe Drury WP; 
lan Rustay, Justin Sukiennik 2 hits. Civitan — Brendan 
Welteroth 3 hits. 

Silver Screen def. Itam, 16-2. Silver Screen — Matt 
Wright WP, home run. 

J. Colvin def. Jimmy's, 18-0. J. Colvin — Justin Suki- 
ennik WP, Matt Roccabruna double, triple, 

Parkside def. Friendly’s, 9-8. Parkside — Seth Poulet 
WP. 

Silver Screen def. Civitan, 6-3. 

Itam def. Friendly’s, 16-0. 


NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE 

Police Dept. def. Dave’s Sporting Goods, 7-0. Police 
Dept. — Jeff Quetti WP. Dave's — AJ. Whiteley 2 hits, 

Allessio Masonry def. Colt Insurance, 4-1, Allessio — 
Mike Stubbs WP, 

Elks Club def. Greylock Credit Union, 2-1. Elks — Alan 
LaDeucer, Chris Sullivan 2 doubles. 

Allessio Masonry def. Fire Dept., 6-4. Allessio — Rich 
Loughran WP. Fire Dept. — C.J. Goodson 2 hits. 

Colt Insurance def. Greylock C.U., 15-4. Colt — Chris 
O'Neil WP; Ryan Elser 3 hits, Greylock — Jason Rudd 2 
hits, & 

Elks Club def. Police Dept., 13-5. Elks — Mike Weller 
WP; Alan LaDeucer double, triple; J.D. Eason 2 hits. 

Fire Dept. def. Dave’s S.G., 14-6. Fire Dept. — Aubry 
Cummi WP; Mike Pieropan 2 hits; Dave’s — Chris Mark- 
ham 2 hits, triple. 

Police Dept. def. Fire Dept., 4-3. Police Dept. — Jason 
McKeever WP. Fire Dept. — Joe Fillio 2 hits, double. 

Greylock C.U. def. Allied Masonry, 9-0. Greylock — 
Dave Galvagni WP, no-hitter, 14 strikeouts; Kayla Donnelly, 
Jason Rudd 2 hits. 


LENOX LITTLE LEAGUE 

Lenox National def. Welch Real Estate, 13-11. Lenox 
National — Tim Face 2 doubles. Welch — Tim Steben 4 
hits. 

Lenox National def. H&S Auto, 18-3. Lenox National — 
Eric Rothermel 4 hits. H&S — Eric Youngerman hit, walk. 

Lenox National def. Welch Real Estate, 13-4. Lenox 
National — Eric Rotherme! 4 hits. Welch — Tim Steben 
double. 

Lenox National def. H&S Auto, 28-7. Lenox National — 
Tim Face 4 hits. 


In tourney 


PITTSFIELD — Brendan Wel- 
teroth was right in the middle of 
everything for Pittsfield West last 


hight, pitching a six-hitter, driving 


-1 win to eliminate Adams in the 
Berkshire County Little League 
tournament at Deming Field. 


| Little League 
OE hg 


‘ Also last night, Weston Happ 


Pitched a four-hitter and struck 
out ine as Great Barrington 
eliminated Dalton 3-1 at the Pitts- 
field North field. 
The tournament continues today 
| at both fields with doubleheaders 
beginning at 10:30. At Pittsfield 
North, Cheshire Plays Lee in a 
loser’s bracket game at 10:30, fol- 
lowed by a winner’s bracket game 
between North Adams and Pitts- 
field North. At Pittsfield South, 
hire Hills Plays Lenox in a 
loser’s bracket game at 10:30, fol- 
lowed by a winner’s bracket game 
between Williamstown and de- 


fending champion Pittsfield 
South. 


West 2, Adams 1 


| With the score 1-1] in the bottom 
of the third, Welteroth reached 
base on a fielder’s choice, stole 
second and third, and trotted 
Aome on a wild pitch to plate the 
winning run, keeping the West 
alive in the loser’s bracket. 
| Welteroth put the West ahead 1- 
|0 in the first when he doubled 
| home Shane Rose, who. had 
| Walked. 

Adams tied it in the third on 
consecutive singles by Scott 
Beauchemin, Robert Crouse and 
losing pitcher Noah Snyder, 
Crouse also tried to score but was 
thrown out at home by first 
baseman Jeff Quinto. 

Welteroth struck out four to get 
the win. Snyder took a tough-luck 
loss, Pitching a three-hitter and 
striking out four. Crouse was the 
only player with two hits. 
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Youth Baseball 


WEST LITTLE LEAGUE 

Friendly’s def. Silver Screen 5-3. Friendly — Brad Shove 
WP, Nick Mlynarczyk double, triple. Silver — Jeff Quinto 2 
hits, HR, Jeff Benham 2 hits. 

Parkside def. J. Colvin Glass 18-3. Parkside — Max 
Baumgartner WP, Steve Shaker 2 hits, Shane Rose 2 hits. 
Colvin — Sara Farais double. 

Jimmy's def. Itam 1-0. Jimmy's — Nick Cantenta WP. 

Civitan def. Friendly’s 5-2. Civitan — Brendan Welteroth 
1-hitter, 14 strikeouts, 2-run triple; Mike Boronic 2 hits. 

Jimmy's def. Parkside 4-3 (7 inn.) Jimmy's — Nick Con- 
tenta WP, game-winning hit; John Canino 2 hits. 

tam def. Silver Screen 20-4. Itam — Darin Burmiske WP, 
triple, double; Frank Rocca 2 doubles, single. Silver — Fred 
Santora 2 hits, J.T. Arsenault 2 hits. 

Civitan def. Silver Screen 10-5. Civitan — Josh Gomes 
no-hitter, 3 hits, 4 RBls. Brendan Welteroth 2 hits. 

Jimmy's def. Colvin 13-6. Jimmy's — Nick Contenta WP, 
Huck Correia 2 hits, HR, 5 RBIs. Colvin — Nick Toth 2 hits, 
HR, Tony Massimiano 2 hits. 

Parkside def. Friendly’s 10-7. Parkside — Max Baum- 
gartner WP, Shane Rose 4 hits, Steve Shaker and Josh 
Johns 3 hits. Friendly — Brad Shove HR, Ed Todd 2 hits. 

Parkside def. tam 14-12 (7 inn.) Parkside — Jose Riviera 
WP, Steve Shaker 3 hits. 

Friendly def. Colvin 16-1. Friendly — Brent White and Ed 
Todd combined for no-hitter, White 3 hits, grand slam, Todd 
3 hits. 

Civitan def. Jimmy's 10-1. Civitan — Josh Gomes WP, 2 
hits. Jimmy's — Tim Bristol triple. 

Parkside def. Silver Screen 10-7. Parkside — Max 
Baumgartner WP, Joshua Johns 2 hits. Silver — Jeff Quinto 
triple. 

Friendly’s def. ltam 5-4, Friendly — Brad Shove WP, 
Brent White HR, double, Nick Mlynarezyk winning hit. tam 
— Bob Hazelton, Darin Burniske 2 hits. 

Civitan def. Colvin (no score given). Civitan — Brendan 
Welteroth 2 doubles, triple, Josh Gomes double, HR, Matt 
Frazier WP. Colvin — Sara Farias grand slam. 

Jimmy's def. Silver Screen 10-9. Jimmy's — John Canino 


iver — Jerome Sistrunk 4 hits, 2 RBIs, Pete Farkas 2 hits. 

Gillette Shows def. Oliver 11-10. Gillette — John Sinopoli 
WP, JAson Harrington HR, Jesse Mole 3 hits, 2 RBls. Oliver | 
— Chris Lahart 2 hits. 

ltam def. Gillette 9-8. tam — Jeff Leduc WP, Kurt Kami- 
enski 2 hits, 2 RBIs, Scott Shove 2 hits. Gillette — Jason 
Harrington HR, double, 2 RBls, Matt Broderick 2 hits. 

Oliver def. VFW 7-6. Oliver — Craig Cimini WP. VFW — 
Corey Huggabone 2 RBIs. 

VFW def. IUE 11-9. VEW — Terry Reagan WP, 2 hits, 3 
RBIs; Jake Kellar triple, HR. IUE — Matt Maloy 2 hits, HR, 
2 RBIs, Matt Filiault 2 hits. 

Reynolds Team Sales def. Itam 7-4, Reynolds — Mark 
Palmer WP, 9 strikeouts. Itam — Kurt Kamienski 3 hits. 

GEAA def. ltam 13-2. GEAA — BJ. Jefferson WP, 8 
strikeouts, Bruce Blake 2 hits. Itam — Mark Hebert 2 hits. 

tam def. Gillette 19-4. ltam — Scott Shove grand slam, 6 
RBls, Brian Contenta grand slam, 5 RBIs. Gillette — Joe 
Yannone 2 hits. 

VFW def. GE 11-4. VFW — Jake Kellar HR, 3 RBIs. GE 
— Chris Bard HR. 

GEAA def. GE 12-10. GEAA — Bu. Jefferson 4 hits, 3 
RBis. GE — Ant Marano HR, 3 RBls, Chris Bard HR, 3 
RBls, Kevin Daury HR. 

Reynolds def. Oliver 20-6. Reynolds — Justin Olewnik 
HR, 5 RBis, Mark Rochelo 3 hits, HR, 3 RBIs. Oliver — Ed 
Ferris 3 hits. 

GEAA def. Itam 7-1. GEAA — Jeff Gordon WP, 7 strike- 
outs, B.J. Jefferson HR, 3 RBIs, Chris Burke HR. ltam — 
Mark Hebert 2 hits. 

GE def. Gillette 22-7. GE — Ant Marano 3 HRs, 7 RBis, 
Chris Bard 2 HRs, 5 RBIs, Kevin Daury HR. Gillette — Mark 
Sinopoli 3 hits. 

Reynolds def. VFW 3-2. Reynolds — Mark Palmer WP, 1- 
hitter, 9 strikeouts; Mark Rochelo HR. 

Reynolds def. IVE 12-1. Reynolds — Justin Olewnik 4 
hits, HR, Mark Rochelo Hr, 3 RBis. IUE — Matt Maloy 3 
hits. 

Final first-half standings: Gillette 9-1, Reynolds 7-3, Itam 
7-3, GEAA 5-5, VFW 4-6, IUE 4-6, Oliver 2-8, GE 2-8. 


WP, 3 hits. Silver — J.T. Arsenault 3 hits. 


Friendly’s def. Silver Screen 18-8, Friendly — Nick Roy 


WP. Silver — Jeff Quinto double. 


Civitan def. Parkside 7-2. Civitan — Brendan Welteroth 2- 


hitter, Josh Gomes 3 hits. 


Jimmy's def. Itam 11-9. Jimmy’s — Nick Contenta WP, 2 
hits, John Canino 3 hits. tam — Justin Clement 2-run triple. 
Friendly’s def. Itam 18-5. Friendly — Brad Shove WP, 


Darrin Burniske 2 triples. 


Civitan def. Jimmy's 5-4. Civitan — Brendan Welteroth 13 
strikeouts, no hits in five innings, 2 hits; Tom Martin 2 hits, 


Josh Gomes winning hit. 
NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE 


Elks Club def. Dave's Sporting Goods 15-8. Elks — Dan 
Malacarne WP, Malacarne, Andy Mickle, Jeremy Bigelow, 
Jason Van Deusen 3 hits. Dave’s — Sean Stevens 2 dou- 


bles, single. 


Police Dept. def. Alessio Masonry 10-3, Police — Jeff 


Quetti WP, Dan Nolan, Steve Wixsom 2hits. 


Colt Insurance def. Fire Dept. 4-3. Colt — Ryan Elser 
WP, Dave Richardson triple, 3 RBIs. Fire — Aubrey Cum- . 


mings 2 hits. 


Greylock Credit Union def. Allessio 9-1. Greylock — Pat 
Forrest WP, Dave Galvagni and Jim Losaw 2 hits. 
Police def. Colt 15-1. Police — J.P. Murphy WP, Jeff 


Quetti 2 hits, 


Fire Dept. def. Dave’s 11-5. Fire — Katie Pierce WP, 
Mike Pieropan, Chris Blankenship 3 hits. Dave’s — Dan 


Marshall 2 hits. 


Elks def. Greylock 2-1; Elks — Andy Mickle WP, 1-hitter, 


13 strikeouts. 


All-star team: Elks — Andy Mickle, Dan Malacarne, 
Jason Van Deusen. Greylock — Dave Galvagni, Josh 
McHugh. Police — Jeff Quetti, Dan Nolan, Corey Doucette. 


Dave’s — Joel Brunelle, Sean Stevens. Colt 
David Richardson. Fire — Aubrey Cummin 


— Ryan Elser, 
gs, Mike Pier- 


opan. John Beattie manager, Mark Petruzella coach. 


Youth Baseball 10/9 


SOUTH LITTLE LEAGUE 

Italian-American Club 13, Teo’s 1. IAC — Brandon Farky 
3 hits, Matt Harrison 2 hits, Ryan Cullen (WP) 11 strike- 
outs. Teo’s — Chris Flynn triple. 

City Savings Bank 5, ESP 4. CSB 
(WP), Tony Greer 2 hits. 

Samel’s Deli 7, Stevenson's 6. Samel's — Brett Chan- 
dler (WP), 4 RBls. Stevenson’s — Matt Mazzer double, 2 
RBIs. 

IAC 3, Virgilio’s 1. IAC — Craig LeDuc (WP), home run, 
2 RBIs. Virgilio’s — Jake Harrington home run. 


— Josh Shepard 


NORTH LITTLE LEAGUE 

Fire Dept. 5, Greylock Credit Union 4. Fire — Joe Fillio 
(WP), Jeremy Pemble 2 hits. 

Police Dept. 11. Allessio's Masonry 3. Police — Dan 
Nolan (WP), Nick Teti 2 doubles. Allessio's — Matt 
Gingras home run. 

Dave's Sporting Goods 4, Colt Ins. 2. Dave’s — Sean 
Stevens (WP) 2 hits, Joe Matthews 2 hits. 

Fire Dept. 16, Elks Club 15. Katie Pierce (WP). Fire — 
Joe Fillio hit for the cycle. Elks — J.D. Eason 4 hits 
including 2 doubles, Mike Weller double and home run, 
Chris Sullivan 3 hits including 2 doubles, Alan Ladouceur 
3 hits. 


Police Dept. 17, Dave’s 16. Police — Jason McKeever | 


| (WP), Nick Teti 4 hits. Dave's — Jeremiah Froebel 3 hits. 
Kelly Sadlowski home run. 


Allessio Masonry 3, Colt Ins. 2. Allessio — Dave Moy- 


nahan (WP), Jeremy Sigoski & Rich Laughran 2 hits each. 
Colt — Chris O'Neil 2 hits. 


Greylock C.U. 4, Elks Club 0. Greylock — Dave Gal- | 


vagni (WP) 15 strikeouts, 3 hits. 


WEST LITTLE LEAGUE 

Civitan 14, Jimmy's 0. Civitan — Josh Gomes (WP) 1- 
hitter, Brendon Welteroth 2 hits. Jimmy's — Charles Best 
single. 

Civitan 7, ltam 6. Civitan — Brendon Welteroth (WP), 
Kian McGrath 2 hits. 

Silver Screen 14, J. Colvin Glass 12. Silver — Matt 
Wright (WP), Eamonn Barry 2 hits. J. Colvin — Mike 
Murphy double. 

Friendly’s 11, J. Colvin 2. Friendly's — Brad Shove 
(WP), 2 hits, Brent White triple, T.J. Herring 2 hits. J. 
Colvin — lan Rustay 2 hits. 

Civitan 10, Parkside 1. Civitan — Brendon Welteroth 
(WP), Mark Cimini 3 hits. Parkside — Seth Pouliot 2 hits. 

Friendly’s 16, Jimmy's 0. Friendly's — Brad Shove 
home run. Nick Mlynarczyk 2 hits. 

tam 18, Parkside 11. ltam — Darrin Burniske 2 hits. 
Parkside — Seth Pouliout 3 hits. 

Silver Screen 15, Friendly's 0. Silver — Matt Wright 
(WP), John Kirchner 3 hits. Friendly’s — Nick Mlynarczyk. 

ltam 7, J. Colvin 3. tam — John Culpo 2 hits. 





Daryl Bradford of Middleboro scores from third base on 
this wild pitch in the fifth inning to tie the game at 1-1 
Oxford. Covering the plate is Pittsfield 


yesterday in 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


OXFORD — His real name is Kevin. His 
teammates call him Bruno. The Pittsfield 
South Little League all-stars might re- 
member him as “Bulldog.” 

Kevin “Bruno” Brower allowed one hit 
and one run in the first inning and then 
threw no-hit ball over the next six frames 
to lift Middleboro to an exciting come- 
from-behind, 2-1 seven-inning win over 
Pittsfield in a state Little League semifinal 


Little League 


game played yesterday at sunbathed Stan- 
ley Johnson Field. 

After giving up an RBI single to Jeff 
Reynolds in the first inning, the expres- 
sionless Brower allowed only two walks 
over the next six frames, while finishing 
the game with eight strikeouts. 

Middleboro, which last made the state 
tournament in 1963 when it lost to Peabody 


League semifinal contest. 


eh ) cuien | Berkshire Eagle Staff ; 
South starting pitcher Ryan Cullen. Middleboro went on 
to score a 2-1, seven-inning victory in the state Little 


Pittsfield South ial ol 


Middleboro pulls out state semifinal in ¢ innings 


in the semifinals, tied the game with a run 
in the fifth inning off Pittsfield starter 
Ryan Cullen (nine strikeouts) and tallied 
the game-winner in the visitors’ seventh off 
reliever Brian Uliasz (four strikeouts). 


Brandon Soule, the ninth batter in the 
Middleboro lineup, singled in Joe Moles 
from third base with two out to provide the 
go-ahead run. 


Middleboro will play Lowell today at 2 
LITTLE, continued on C3 





South stars slam Westfield 


Pittsfield hosts nex 


WESTFIELD — Matt Billieux struck gold in 
the first inning. And from there the Pittsfield 


South Little League all-stars went nowhere but. 


uphill. 

In what was a single-elimination showdown, 
Pittsfield ousted Westfield North 9-2 yesterday 
in a Little League state tournament district 
battle played at the Westfield North field.. 
Pittsfield South was the District 1 (Berkshire 
County) champion, while Westfield was the 
District 2 winner. 

Billieux hit a grand-slam in the first inning, 
while winning pitcher Ryan Cullen allowed 
seven hits and struck out eight in a complete- 
game performance. Pittsfield, which scored two 
runs in the second to take a 6-0 lead, was never 
threatened in the contest, with Cullen allowing 
just two runs in the home second. 

“We got on them quick,” Pittsfield coach Joe 
Yannone said. “And Ryan did a nice job keep- 
ing the ball down. Westfield was a good-hitting 
team. 

“Now we have a game at Deming and that 
should be nice,” Yannone added. “It will help, 
but we’ll just have to wait and see what hap- 
pens.” 


Insurance runs 


The South squad tacked on a single run in the 
third and two more runs in the sixth. Pittsfield 
will now host the next round of play on Monday 
at 5:30 at Deming Field, when they face the 
winner of District 3 champion Leominster 
Americans and District 4 winner Joe Schwartz 


t game Monday night 


Little League 7/30/9 


of Worcester. That game is scheduled for today > 
at 2 in Athol. : 

The South jumped on Westfield starter Justin 
McClain in the first when Chris Flynn walked 
and Cullen beat out a sacrifice bunt to put 
runners at first and second. Jeff Reynolds 
walked one out later to load the bases. McClain 
then got the second out in the stanza, but 
Billieux — hitting sixth in the South lineup — 
hit a bomb that was estimated to go about 270 
feet. 


“Matt’s been struggling a little bit,’ Yannone © 
said. “So, we dropped him down to sixth to take 
some pressure off. He was a little more relaxed 
and obviously the move paid dividends tonight.” 

Billieux, who understood the Yannone’s de- 
cision to have him dip in the batting order, was | 
thrilled to play a pivotal role in the win. In fact, 
the round-tripper was Billieux’s first hit for the 
all-star squad. 

“T was hitting the ball hard in practice, but 
not in games,” Billieux said. “And my team- 
mates have been hitting a little better. But I 
was excited to come up with the bases loaded. I 
think the count was 2 and 1 and I got a pitch 
down the middle and hit it hard.” 

It was a high line drive to deep left-center. 

“J was happy with the hit,” Billicux said. 


SOUTH, continued on C3 


P. South defeats Wesifield 


@ SOUTH, from Cl 


“And right now the team’ 
really well.” dart 

Pittsfield kept up the heat in 
the second, with Hank Bautz- 
mann leading off with a single 
and Jeff Shouldice legging out 
safely a sacrifice attempt. Flynn 
then beat out a grounder to load 
the sacks. McClain was able to 
bear down and retire the next 
two South batters without a run 
scoring. But Reynolds ‘singled to 
drive home two runs and give 
Pittsfield a 6-0 lead. 

The second was Cullen’s only 
real trouble inning. Mark Netzer 
singled to lead the frame, but 
Cullen retired the next two West- 
field batters on strikes. But Graig 
Boyer ripped an RBI double, and 
after back-to-back walks to Dan 
Hadden and Chris Milladi 
McClain helped himself with an 


RBI single. Cullen retired the 
next Westfield batter on a pop- 
out to end the rally. 


Billieux reached first on an er- 
ror to begin the third inning and 
was sacrificed to second by Brian 
Uliasz. Bautzmann then plated 
Billieux with a single. 


Pittsfield posted two insurance 
runs in the seventh. Flynn sin- 
gled and Cullen reached on a 
bad-hop single. Matt Mazzer flied 
out, but deep enough to advance 
Flynn to third. Reynolds then 
drove in. a run with.a-fielder’s 
choice grounder, while  pinch- 
hitter Greg Herman’s RBI single 
knocked in Cullen. 


Flynn, Cullen and Bautzmann 
each had two hits for the South, 
while Reynolds reached base all 
four times he came up to the 
plate. 





~Babe Ruth regional meeting Jan. 22 
The Pittsfield Babe Ruth Baseball League has scheduled a meeting 
Saturday, Jan. 22, at 10 am. at the American Legion on Wendell 
_. Avenue to discuss a proposal to host the New England Regional Babe 
Ruth Tournament in 1995. All interested adults, including coaches, are 
welcome. Further information may be obtained from Al Bradley, 442- 


‘Babe Ruth ticket drive is Sunday 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League has scheduled its annual ticket. 
drive Sunday at 11 a.m. All players and drivers are asked to report to \ fi 
Springside House, 874 North St., by 10:45. The league is scheduled to. 7 


open May 15. ret 9 NaF 


7233. ‘ 
og et eee 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth meeting is set 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth Lea 
gue will h ing 
Springside House, 874 North St., e 7 p.m. Ce ome roe 
pin Repeclive coaching and _ assistant coaching candidates are en- 
Po Sete to attend or to contact a member of the Babe Ruth board 
e league is looking for coaches, scorekeepers, managers and um- 


pires. For more informatio 
ee n, contact Jim Hassett at work 448-4810, or 


| Babe Ruth sign-up, tryouts at ve ve qa 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth leagues will hold a sign-up day on 
Saturday from 9 to 2. The sign-ups for the 13-year-old and the 14-to-15- 
year-old leagues will take place at Springside House on North Street 
and at the Holmes Road fire station. 


= 
Seal 4 Y 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth Openers Sunday 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth baseball lea 
Me eeabin Gans eae 
Bones Roa Pil artng a pm. AE Deming eam ag Gilet 
a eo: os ee eatne. At Benedict, ane Sah Rea inate ie 
M satel 
Deine Sulihe MollOey Hnuunly & udeut cb aicrod tent cece 


gue will open its season 


the Pittsfield Musie School, will sing the National Anthem. The 1993 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth League batting leader awar 1 
oe Sportsmanship Award will also be a ole ee BORER a 
re umpire Joe Harrison will throw out the first ball at Benedict i 
silence 13 division begins its season with three games at the 
Bane neta ee NG ha te ‘peat Toys plays Gildo Auto 
, y impress Printin i 
Aree Club, and Lipton Energy against Beals: diced 
ittsfield city councilor Tim DiSilva will throw out the first bal] 
There will be a one time collection at each site to benefit the Jimmy 


Fund. — 
sea eb ate 


All players must make two tryouts. High school junior varsity players 
must make an appearance for attendance. ! 

For more information, contact Jim Hassett at 442-3887. 

The tryout schedule for both leagues is as follows: 


; 13-YEAR-OLD LEAGUE 

Saturday, April 23, 9 a.m. Sunday, April 24, 1. Monday and Tuesday, April 25-26, 6. 
14-YEAR-OLD LEAGUE 

Saturday, April 23, 1. Sunday, April 24, 3:30. Wednesday and Thursday, April 27-28, 6. q 


scale re, 


@ At Allendale on the Kelly property, Hubbard Ave. ; | 
‘Ts 
> 


May 25-May 30 

PY FAMILY NIGHT 
Thursday 

All Rides - $7.00 


Per Person 


The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, July 7, 1994 — C3 


Pittsfield qualifies 
for tournament finals BES 


Comars ae ool ETS 5 
ADAMS — Pittsfield reached ot at Coq) 
the finals of the Berkshire County SVAN ASS 


Babe Ruth age 13 tournament 
yesterday, defeating Adams 19-4 
in five innings at Hugo Balardini 
Field. It was the third straight 
win for Pittsfield by the 10-run 
rule. The finals are scheduled for 
Balardini Field on Sunday at 1 
p.m. 

Adams now drops into the los- 
ers’ braeket and will play South- 
ern Berkshire today at 5:30 at 
Balardini. The semifinals are 
scheduled for Balardini Field on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. 


Yesterday, Pittsfield exploded 
for 19 runs in the first three in- 
nings. On the mound, Pittsfield 
starter Mike McDonald went two 


— iar 


Babe Ruth 13s 


innings, while winning relief 
pitcher Kevin Daury went two 
frames. Matt Reilly worked one 
stanza to finish the contest. 


Mark Palmer led Pittsfield with 


two hits, two RBIs and three runs 
scored. Joe Yannone added two 
hits and one RBI, while Robert 
Curry had two hits, with Daury 
and Kenny Berkeley each scoring 
three times. 

Keith Lagess had two hits for 
Adams, with Jim Witto and Noah 
Misiuk each collecting RBI sin- 
gles. Witto, Jason Turner, Mike 
Higgins and Keith Czubryt all 
pitched for Adams. 


S 
el 6 p.m. - 10 p.m. 


oN ac = 
Da eat ||| a arly —e FAMILY DAY 
: All we &: —4 i 7 e 
SMO ALE SEAL? — Saturday & Sunday 
wir Wie 


th Wie) 
AW aNW Zon La at La a EN OY CN CLE LO 


re All Rides _ $7.00 
aS Per Person 
{ Lphegrrshe ging Reg slia’ , 1 p.m.-5 p.m. 
SIA DVADWSRYAREAND FUN! FUN! FUN! 
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday Nights 
Open at 6:00 p.m. til after 10:30 p.m. 


Sat., Sun., & Mon. (Memorial Day) 
Open at 1 till after 10:30 p.m. 


Sponsored by the Babe Ruth League 
FIREWORKS FRIDAY AROUND 10 P.M. 


SIs] 1 


Pittsfield ousted from state journey 


MILFORD — The Pittsfield 
Babe Ruth 13-year-old All-Stars 
- went down: fighting but were 
* eliminated last night in the Mas- 
* sachusetts state age 13 Babe Ruth 
~ baseball tournament. , 


Pittsfield was unable to over- 
» come a five-run fourth inning, as 
~ Westfield defeated the Pittsfield 
* All-Stars 15-11 yesterday at Fino 
* Field. With the win, Westfield 
“advances to the championship 
*. series against Leominster. Pitts- 
field comes home with a bushel- 


ful of memories. 

“The kids, the.parents, the host 
families — it was an exceptional 
experience all around,” said 
Pittsfield manager Keith Palmer. 
“It was a very positive experi- 
ence.” 


Palmer passed along a lot of 
the credit for the team’s success 
to assistant coaches Ralph Bau- 
mann and Jim MacDonald. 

Last nights game was a re- 
match of the tournament opener, 
which saw Pittsfield edge West- 


field 11-10. 


“Our kids were ready to play 
tonight,” ‘said Palmer. “They 
came out and went for it.” 


Westfield breaks tie 


After trading leads through the 
first three innings, Westfield 
broke a 5-5 tie with five runs in 
the top of the fourth. Alex 
Rheaume walked with the bases 
loaded, scoring Bryan Barnowski 
with the tie-breaking run. A wild 
pitch and an error scored two 


more runs, and Westfield made it 
five runs thanks to run-scoring 
singles by Alan Sawyer and Matt 
Naylor. | 

Pittsfield cut the lead to 10-7 
with a pair of unearned runs in 
the fifth inning but could get no 
closer. Westfield scored three 
runs in the sixth and two in the 
seventh, while Pittsfield scored 
three more in the sixth. 

Westfield chased losing pitcher 
Kevin Daury in the first inning. 


PITTSFIELD, continued on C2 


PITTSFIELD BABE RUTH 
Age 14-15 


GE 15, Oliver Auta-Body 5. GE — Dennis Penna 


winning pitcher. Dale Connor 3 hits, 3 RBIs. Jeff Benham 
9 hits, 3 RBIs. Oliver — Jeremy Juliano 2 hits. 
Gillette Shows 11, |UE 255 4. Gillette — Winning pitcher 
Mike McGuire 4 hits, 2 RBIs. John Sinopoli 3 hits. IUE — 
Dave Barber 2 hits, 2 RBIs. Jeremy Fields 2 hits, 2 RBIs. 





South 7/7/z, 

Berkshire 

wins title 
Needs 2 games 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


DALTON — It took five hours 
and two grueling games of up- 
and-down baseball to do it, but 
South Berkshire defeated Pitts- 
field 8-7 and 7-6 yesterday to win 
the Berkshire County age 14-15 
Babe Ruth League championship. 


14-15 Babe Ruth 


Coming out of the loser’s 
bracket, South Berkshire had to 
defeat unbeaten Pittsfield twice 
at Pinegrove Park to win the title. 

the winners did it in dra- 
Matic fashion. South Berkshire 
was down to its fina] Out in the 
bottom of the seventh of the sec- 
ond game, when it scored the 
tournament-winning run. 

Jay Raifstanger, younger 
brother of Boston Red Sox farm- 
hand John, lined Ant Marano’s 3-] 
fastball into centerfield to score 
Erie Eichstadt, who had doubled, 
from second base with the game- 
winning run, and sent South 
Berkshire into ecstatic celebra- 
tion. 

“I knew we were 800d enough 
to do it,” said Raifstanger, also 
the game’s winning pitcher, about 
South Berkshire’s double victo- 
ries. “I hope the whole team did.” 

South Berkshire, Which lost to 
Dalton in last year’s champion- 
ship game, will] Play the state 
District 5 Champion in the first 
round of the state 14-15 Babe 
Ruth Tournament at Joe Wolfe 
Field in North Adams at 4:30 p.m, 
Friday. North Adams, which re- 
ceived an automatic bid as home 
team, plays the State District 4 
champion on Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
Berkshire County is District 2 

Raifstanger’s hit also capped a 
remarkable run for the tourna- 
ment champions, who had to win 
five straight games after losing 
their tournament opener 12-2 to 
Dalton. That game was called af. 
ter five innings because of the 10 
run rule. South Berkshire de- 
feated South Central o-1, Adams 
13-3 in five innings, and Dalton 
13-8 to qualify for yesterday’s 
championship games, 

“Amazing, isn’t it?” South 
Berkshire coach Charlie Plungis 
Said. “They’re just amazing kids. 
The key was the second game, 
against South Central. Eric 
[Eichstadt] shut down Greg Foss, 
who is a pretty good pitcher, and 
then we began to hit.” 

Pittsfield, which blanked South 
Central 12-0 and nipped Dalton 9- 
8 to advance to the championship, 
may have left the title on the 
basepaths, 

Pittsfield left 925 runners on 
base in the two games, 17 of them 
in the first same when the losers 
had 11 walks. In the first game, 
Pittsfield left the bases loaded in 
the third, fourth and fifth. 

“We just couldn’t get a key hit 
all day,” Pittsfield coach Peter 
McGuire said. 

In the second Zame, Pittsfield 
battled back from 3-1 and 6-2 def. 
icits to tie the score with two 
runs in the top of the sixth. Mike 
McGuire scored the tying run 
with one out, when he broke for 
the plate on Ryan Melle’s 
froundball to Shortstop, and Slid 
under South Berkshire catcher 
Brian Congdon’s tag to score. 

After South Berkshire failed to 
score in the bottom of the sixth, 
Pittsfield went down in order in 
the top of the seventh. First 
baseman Steve Blackwell, who 
had four RBIs in the second 
game, including a three run out- 
of-the-park home run in the bot- 
tom of the first, made a diving 
catch of Jason Harrington’s fou] 
Pop to end the inning. 

Pittsfield made Seven errors in 
the first game, which accounted 
for four South Berkshire runs. 
But Pittsfield, the home team in 
the first game, still had a chance 
to win it in the bottom of the 
seventh. . 

Pittsfield trailed 8-6 going into 
the last inning, but cut the margin 
tO one when J.T Torra walked, ; 
went to third on Marano’s double, 

and scored on Jeff Tooley’s 
groundout to second. Marano 
went to third on the grounder, 
bringing the Winning run up to 
the plate. But Kichstedt, South 
Berkshire’s fourth pitcher in the 
first game, got Jeff Benham on a | 
Sroundout to Short, then struck 
out Pat Engle to end the game. 


have 


-- €verybody wil] 
lies 


etting up banquets, field 


_ Thursday, September 29, 1994 
, fe. . 


Seeking host fami 
About 5 


ll be getting our book together for 


ac- 
Babe 
presid 
€ local or- 
went to the 
» Ark.] 
nce o 


a Pittsfield 
Pringdale 


and past 
head th 
Y Said, 


& to spear 
xperie 


aturday 
same kids 
als [in S 
dle 
Series.” 
Official Pronouncement for the 


»’ Bra 
ave the e 


pin 


Zanization effort. 
old nation 


“Some of these 


13-year- 


An 


Officials here S 
ing been to a World 


ine, New 
Cut and 
Western 


F Connecti 
astern and 


» We get the 
he host 


_and t 


he first time 


Berkshire Eagle Starr 
gionals. 


By Bob McDonough 
, the e 
Ss champs 


and Re 


ittsfield 
ven- 


year, for t 
sland 
assachusett 


Ngland 
Pittsfield t 


Next 
New E 

Pj 

The se 
Hampshire 
Rhode | 
M. 





i 


Pitisfield wins | 
Youth Baseball ¢/19/9y| 


tournament 
Wty NEM | PITTSFIELD BABE RU 
Oop ener iW, | | MY 1 t | Reynold's Team coe ci vison 7-4, Reynold's 


— Gary Riello 3 hits double, 2 RBIs; Kevin Vj 
S; Kevin Vincent 2 hit 
* ts : ; i home: ; =n I S, 
MILFORD — Pittsfield got off | | each,” AM — Ryan Melle, kyle Dombkowski 2 hit 
to a good start in the state ave’ 13. ele Shows def, VFW 5-4, Gillette — Jeff Hulland wp 
; : Eri i 
Babe Ruth League Tournament Adar Anger enh home run, game winning RBI 


| VFW — Adam Anderson 2 hits, RBI 
defeating host Milford 20-1 Sat- GE 
Gillette Shows def: GEAA 12-2. Gillette — Eric Pompi 
B ‘\ ark Rochelo 3 hits. 2 home runs, 6 R 
a | Bis; Pat Engle 
be Ruth League mf Mis, home run, 4 RBIs, IUE — Scott Dastoll’2 hits Kase 


winning RBI. UE — Matt Maloy 2 RBIs, 
SES ' 
Reynold's Team Sales def. IUE 255 16.6, Reynold's — 


GE def. IVE Local 255 6-5. GE 
. : , “5, — Jason Shea game 
urday night at Fino Field. 
double, home run, 3 RBIs. 
run, 3 RBIs, 


: yf ITAM def. Oliver Auto Body 12- 
With the victory, Pittsfield ad. | Kyle Dombkowski 3 hits each. Bian arene 


vanced to the second round of |. ate oe 
- oe Ore i el. Gillette Sh ‘ rk 
this double elimination tourna- double, home oe ano Maal We Bee 
ment, and played Westfield last tripe, 2 Rois. Gillette — Mike McGuire 2 hits, RBI; Jacor 
night. The score of that game was GEAR det HM ae eek ; 
: : 5 i Be — Jared Willi 
not available at press time. | Nig BJ. Jefferson WP, single, double, ree 
Pittsfield blew open Saturday |) neve toe ; cape £0 
‘oht . ; i] ales def. Oliver Auto B : 
night’s game with eight runs in 3 pe ry Mark Rochelo double, triple, RBI: Pay ate 
the second inning. Mark Palmer | single, RBI eagh, <1 " ~ Ze OB0y8K, Jerome Sisrunk 
dr i 4 
ove in three Tuns with a long é VEW def. ITAM 6-5, VFW — Jeremy Zolkowski double, 2 
bases-loaded triple to left field. pee He ad Tillman 2 hits, 2 RBIs, | 
Charlie Flynn had a two RBI 2.0; VEW i ot meee : Bee Sheen 
: a ‘ . "6; "hat -2; Oliver's 0-3, 
Single in the second, and Kevin Re padontcds vefl Tooley, Jared Williams, Troy Schultz 
Daury also singled in a run fidiland ans pe ale Wesleyan oe Wilner, Jeff 
. s } ; ’ 6, Cc tt h 
Pittsfield added seven runs in the || Combkowski, Jeff Benham, J.T. Tora, Ant Marang. 1° 
fourth, and five in the fifth. | iriarea Seri Age 13 Division 
i y rin In Fe 
Palmer had three hits, and Goodman — Chris Lipa 3 pseu & Goodman 7.5, 
Daury two for Pittsfi eld. Chris re ene si a Italian American Club 5-4 (9 
S$ — Joe Mill ini 
Lahart doubled in the second Lipton Energy def Kaybee toe ike ae 
inning. Daury, Pittsfield’s starting || _ Gallagher 2 hits. ne 4. eee 
pitcher, picked up the win. Mil. | Italian American Club def. Kaybee Toys 13-3, IAC — 


, Aaron Bahonover WP, Kenny Berkele HR 
ford scored its lone run in the ay 1 


| z Bob McDonough/ Berkshire Eagle Staff | 
Beats it out 4 ibe i vari 


Pittsfield’s Ryan Melle, left, is safe at first base aft bd 

Sree ’ er nl 
Ruth At ae oan sane of the Berkshire County Babe Impress Printing def, Li 
2 u $e 14-15 championship yesterday at Pinegrove Park. | third on a doubl Dee | Brian Ashlin 3 singles, 4 siden hee nee Impress — 
in Dalton. South Berkshire’s Brian Congdon couldn’t come’ e steal. |} jqaalda’s Auto Body det. Goodman’ & Goodman 3-2 (@ 
up. with the throw, but South Berkshire won the cham ion" panes iige’s ~ dee Markham, game winning RB 
ship with 8-7 and 7-6 wins. Story, Page C3. ne : | tt mann mame 


ae 


Pl2l4y 


Pittsfield, N. Adams 13s advance 


ADAMS — Pittsfield completed its rain- 
delayed victory and North Adams pulled out 
a come-from-behind win last dt as the Babe Ruth Tourney 
Berkshire County 13-year-old Babe Ruth 
BEC ee eid, BB Oar hala ar ata as weite hii s 
Pittsfield, which had opened a 10-3 lead Pittsfield scored two unearned runs in the 
before rain halted play Thursday, added four fourth inning and added two more runs in the 
more last night to complete a 14-3 win over fifth on Chris Lahart’s two-run single last 
South Berkshire in a game halted in the fifth night to finish off South Berkshire. 
inning because of the 10-run rule. Mike McDonald earned the pitching win, 
North Adams rallied for two unearned runs tossing a three-hitter with three strikeouts. 
in the sixth inning to score a 6-5 win over Joe Yannone and Mark Palmer had two hits 
South Central in their seesaw game. | each for Pittsfield, which had a total of nine 
Last night’s winners will face off today hits. For South Berkshire, Sean VanDeusen 
following the other winner’s bracket game had two hits-and Jason King a triple, and 
between Adams and Mount Greylock, sched- Aaron Davis took the loss. 
uled to begin at 1. All games are at Balardinj 
Field. N. Adams 6, S. Central 5 
The seven-team, double-elimination tour- North Adams was outhit 7-5 but scored the 
nament continues through July 10. decisive two runs without a hit in the sixth 


| Jimmy Winters. 
PITTSFIELD BABE RUTH 6/la/ 
Nes Age 14-15 division 

Gillette Shows def. Reynolds Team Sales 12-8. Gillette 
— Jeff Hulland WP, Kevin Capizzi 3 hits 2 RBIs, Jason 
Harrington 2 hits. Reynolds — Pat Engle home run 2 RBIs. 

GE def. Reynolds 12-9, GE — J.T. Torra 2 hits WP, 
Chris Bard 2 hits including double, Ant Marano 4 hits. 
Reynolds-— Mark Rochelo home run double & 2 RBIs, 
Todd Adriance 3 hits 2 RBIs. 

Oliver Auto Body def. GEAA 12-6, Oliver — Mark Racicot 
2 hits including triple WP. GEAA — Jared Williams & Jeff 
Gordon 2 hits including triple each. 

GEAA def. VFW 9-7. GEAA — Bruce Blake WP, Joe 
Melle triple & 2 RBIs, Pete Dunham double. VFW — Joe 

| Quagliano 2 RBIs, Dan Quinn double. 

|  VFW def. Oliver's 8-7. VFW — Adam Anderson WP, 
John Marchetti & Joe Quagliano 2 RBIs each. Oliver — 

| Dave Perrone 2 hits, 2 RBIs, Jerome Sistrunk 2 hits. 

GE def. Itam 12-4, GE — Jeff Benham WP 3 hits, Chris 
Bard 2 doubles, 4 RBls. ltam — Kyle Domkowski 2 hits, 
Andy Woitkoski 2 RBIs. 

VFW def. GEAA 15-6. VFW — Jake Kellar WP 3 hits 
including 2 doubles, Dan Quinn 2 hits. GEAA — Jared 
Williams 2 hits, Pete Dunham double & 2 RBIs. 

Gillette Shows def. Itam 8-2. Gillette — Jason Harrington 
double home run & 4 RBIs, 

IVE 255 def. Oliver Auto Body 7-5. IVE — Brian Patton 2 
hits, Oliver — Tony Sadowy 3 hits, 3 RBIs. 

| UE 255 def. GEAA 13-9. IUE — John Ostellino 3 hits, 3 
 RBls, GEAA-— B.J. Jefferson & Ben Quinto 2 hits 2 RBIs. 

Gillette Shows def. Reynolds.8-5. Gillette — Chris Wilner 


PITTSFIELD BABE RUTH 
Age 14-155 
Oliver Auto Body 2, IUE 1. Oli 
: . Oliver — Dan Alb 
ES Molari double, Mark Racicot (WP) UE idea 
Fa 2 hits, Joe Bateman (LP) ma 
3, Gillette Shows 2 VEW 
3, | 5 — Jake K 
ae O'Brien (WP): Gillette — Nick Litano 2 ae atl 
1c alver 12, GEAA 6. Oliver — Jeff Oboyski (WP), Keith 
NBIs, Craig Cimini 2 RBIs. GEAA — Bob’; 
ace 2 RBIs, BJ. Jefferson 2 hits Be 
14, Itam 4. GE — Ant Mar 
GE ano 3 hit 
run & 3 RBIs, Dennis Penna 3 RBIs qe 
tam — Scott Shove doubles 


uding home 
nham (WP). 


= — : , ‘ t 


Reynolds Team Sdles 8, Gillette 7. Reynolds — Pat 
Engle (WP). Gillette — John Sinopoli & Eric Pompi each 
doubled, 


First-half Standings (still to be completed): Gillette 8-2 
GE 7-2, VFW 5-4, Itam 5-5, Reynolds 5-5, IUE 4.6, GEAA 
2-7, Olivers 2-7, 


Second-half standings: GE 10-0, Reynolds 7-2, -Gillette 
6-3, Itam 6-3, Olivers 4-7, VFW 3-7. IUE 2-8, GEAA 1-9. 


PITTSFIELD BABE RUTH 14-15 
GE def. VFW 10-8. GE — Chris Bard WP, Kevin Goetze | 
2 hits, 3 RBls, Kevin Daury 2 hits, 2 RBls. VFW — Jake 
Kellar 3 hits, 2 RBIs, Corey Huggabone 2 hits. 
ltam def. IUE 10-4. ltam — Brian Contenta WP, 2 hits, 2 
Abid Gerard Tillman 2 hits, 2 RBls, IUE.— Matt Maloy 2 | 
GEAA def. Oliver Auto Body 10-8. GEAA — Chris Burke 
WP; Brian Jefferson 2 HRs, Sean Tucker 2 hits, 2 RBIs. Ol- 


PITTSFIELD BABE RUTH 13s 

Impress Printing def. Goodman & Goodman 14-4. Im- 
press — Jeff Soldato, Justin Sukiennik, Rich Laughran 3 
hits. 
Italian American Club def. Kay-Bee Toys 16-0. IAC — 
Matt Billieux WP, 2-hitter over 5 innings, Nate Davis 3 hits, 
HR. 
Gildo’s Auto Body def. Kay-Bee 13-7. Gikdo’s — Chris 
Sullivan double. Kay-Bee — Shaun Liebenow. 

Impress def, Lipton Energy 11-6. Impress — Joe Zigmund 
HR, Chris Flynn 2 hits. Lipton — Jason McKeever, Greg 
Herrman, Joe Kimok 2 hits. 

Italian American Club def. Gildo’s 7-3. IAC — Chris O'Neil 
2 hits, Nate Davis WP. Gildo’s — Chris Sullivan double. 

Kay-Bee def. Goodman & Goodman 14-14. Kay-Bee — 
Russ Grandbois, Jeff Reynolds, Shaun Liebenow, Nick 
Ramsay 2 hits. Goodman — Matt Mazzeo 3 hits. 

Italian American Club def. Lipton 7-5. |AC — Eric Camp- 
agna 3 hits. Lipton — Greg Herrman 2 hits. 

Second-half standings: IAC 4-1, Goodman 2-2, Gildo's 2- 
2, Impress 2-2, Lipton 2-3, Kay-Bee 1-3. 

All-stars: Chris Flynn, Jeff Soldato, Mark Yannone, Ryan 
Cullen, Greg Herrman, Jeff Reynolds, Nick Ramsay, Jeff 

Shouldice, Ryan Brown, Randy Russell, Chris O'Neil, Matt 
Billieux, Paul Capitanio,. Brian Uliasz, Matt Prendergast. 
Dick Russell manager, Fred Billieux and Bob Uliasz 


coaches. 


WP 2 hits, Scott Sulock 2 hits. Reynolds — Mark Rochelo 
3 hits 3 RBIs. 

Gillette Shows def. GEAA 9-6. Gillette — Chris Wilner 
WP, Kevin Capizzi 2 hits 3 RBIs, John Sinopoli 2 hits 
including double. GEAA — Bruce Blake 2 hits including 
home run & 2 RBls, Jared Williams 2 hits. 

ltam def. Oliver's 23-0. ltam — Kurt Kamienski WP, 4 
hits, Kyle Dombrowski 3 hits, 3 RBis. 

VFW def. IUE 255 14-2, VFW — Corey O'Brien & 
Jeremy Zolkowski 2 hits each, Jeff Tooley 3 RBIs. IUE — 
Matt Maloy, Kyle Hartley 2 hits each. 

IUE 255 def. Oliver’S 10-9. IUE — Dave Barber 2 hits 
including double Kyle Hartley 2 hits 4 RBls. Oliver's — 
Dave Perrone 3 hits 3 RBIs. 

Standings: Gillette Shows 8-2, GE 6-2, Itam 5-4, VFW 5- 
4, IUE 4-6, Reynolds Team Sales 4-5, GEAA 2-6, Oliver 
Auto Body 2-7. 

Age 13 division 

Impress Printing def. Kay-Bee Toys 14-4. Impress — 
Mark Palmer 4 hits. 

Goodman & Goodman def. Itam 12-6. No details avail- 
able. 

Kay-Bee Toys def. Goodman & Goodman 5-4. Michael 
Beuth game-winning triple. 

Lipton Energy def. Gildo’s Auto Body 7-6. Lipton — 
Chris Lahart 3 hits. 

Gildo’s def. Impress 14-3. Gildo’s — Joe Maffuccio 3 
hits including home run & 5 RBIs. 

Kay-Bee Toys def. Goodman & Goodman 7-5. Kay-Bee 
— Matt Reilly WP 3-hitter. 

Italian-American Club def. Lipton Energy 9-1. Aaron 
Belanger WP 4-hitter. 

First-half standings: Gildo's 5-3, Impress 5-3, IAC ‘4-4, 
Lipton 4-4, Goodman & Goodman 3-5, Kay-Bee 3-5. 
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Coach Keith Palmer, left, leaps for joy to lead his team’s celebration following 7-4 


win over Adams yesterd 
include Chris Lipa (46), 


ay In county 13-year-old Babe Ruth championship. Others 
Chris Lahart (10) and Matt Reilly, right. 


la 


Pittsfield 13s retain title 


_ By Tony Dobrowolski 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


ADAMS — His team won its first three games 
in the Berkshire County Babe Ruth 13-year-olds 
tournament by the combined score of 48-11. But 
Pittsfield coach Keith Palmer was worried, be- 
cause he wanted to see how his charges would 
do ina close game. 

Palmer received his answer in the tournament 
championship game yesterday. Pittsfield got off 
to a slow start, but rebounded to defeat Adams 
7-4 at Ugo C. Balardini Field, and win its fourth 
_ Straight District 1 (Berkshire County) title. It was 
| Pittsfield’s second straight win over Adams in 


Beat Adams 7-4 to complete county sweep 


the championship game of this double- 
elimination tournament. 


With the win, Pittsfield advances to the state 
tournament, which takes place July 15-20 at Fino 
Field in Milford. Pittsfield’s first game in the 
double-elimination tournament is against Mil- 
ford on Friday at 7:30 p.m. Pittsfield is trying to 
follow the footsteps of last year’s squad, which 
reached the 13-year-old World Series in 
Springdale, Ark. 

Palmer’s biggest worry was that his team 
wouldn’t know how to respond in a close game 


RUTH, continued on C3 


rained out 


@ PITTSFIELD, from C1 

Daury gave up three walks and’ 

an RBI single to Barnowski, be- | 

fore being relieved by Pete Far- | 
kas, with Daury moving over to | 
first base. Rheaume made it 2-0 | 
with a base hit. Pittsfield took the — 
lead with three runs in the home 
first as Mark Palmer had an RBI | 
single, while Farkas and Chris | 
Burke had RBI doubles. 

Pittsfield used five pitchers in 
the game, while Westfield used 
three. Naylor went five innings to 
pick up the victory. 

Rob Curry’s s2erifice fly in the | 
home second inning gave Pitts. 
| field a 42 lead, but Westfield 
came back with three runs in the 

top of the third for a 5-4 lead. An 
RBI double by Matt Hagan and a 
two-run error were the big plays. 
Pittsfield tied the score when 
_ Palmer scored on Burke’s ground 
_ out, but Westfield took command 
_in the next inning. 
__ Westfield -outhit Pittsfield 11-8. 
| Rheaume led Westfield with two 
| hits and three RBIs. Palmer and 
_Daury had two hits each for 
| Pittsfield, while Burke had a hit 
and a pair of RBIs. 


Little League postponed 


The late afternoon downpour 
postponed yesterday’s action in 
the Berkshire County Little 
League championship series and 
pushed the championship game 
back to Tuesday. 

Because of the rain, Wil- 
liamstown will play Great Bar- 
rington today at 5:30 in North 
Adams, while North Adams will 
play Lee in Williamstown, also at 
0:30. Tomorrow, Pittsfield south 
will face Lanesboro in North Ad- 
ams at 5:30. 

On Saturday, the winners of the 
Williamstown-Great Barrington 
and North Adams-Lee games will 
play each other at 5:30, and. the 
winner .of Saturday’s game will 
play the loser of the Pittsfield 
South-Lanesboro game Sunday at 
0:30. Monday will be an off-day, 
with the championship game sct 
for Tuesday at 5:30. A “what: if? 
game in the double-elimination 
tournament would be played 


aw psi. g ve 


renee 


Babe Ruth 13s (2-0) building up momentupy , 


vases-loaded walks to Charlie Flynn and ~ 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The Berkshire County champion Pitts- 
field team had an off day yesterday. And 
boy did they deserve one. 

Following an opening 20-1 win over 
host: Milford on Saturday night at Fino 
Field, Pittsfield scored a wild 11-10 win 
~ over Westfield on Sunday night to re- 
main in the winners’ bracket at the 
_ Western Massachusetts Babe Ruth age 13 
state championship tournament. The 
state will produce a second champion 
from the eastern part of the state, with 
both teams advancing to the New Eng- 
land Regionals, which will be held next 
week in Westfield. 

The Pittsfield squad reésumes play to- 


State Tournament 


day against unbeaten Leominster in a 


game scheduled for 7:30. 

“It was a show, it was just unbeliev- 
able,” said Pittsfield coach Keith Palmer 
about the Sunday night win over West- 
field, a game that didn’t end until about 
midnight. “I think I saw everything you 
could possibly see on a baseball field.” 

Palmer had a reason to gush. Pittsfield 
scored three runs in its last at-bat in the 
seventh inning to secure the victory. And 
that rally came after Pittsfield’s Kevin 
Daury was injured in a collision at first 
base. Daury was immobilized and 
transported to an area hospital. 


Yesterday, Palmer said that Daury was 
OK, suffering from a mild concussion. 
He said Daury was probable for tonight’s 
game. 

“Kevin hit a grounder and the throw 
to first was high,” Palmer said. “I think 
Kevin’s head hit the first baseman’s 
knee. They did collide hard and Kevin’s 
head snapped back.” 

The injury seemed to inspire the 
Pittsfield team, which, trailing 10-8 at 
that point, rallied for the three-run, 
come-from-behind win. 

Following Daury’s injury, Mark Palmer 
singled to keep the rally alive. Peter 
Farkas eventually brought in a run on a 
fielder’s choice grounder, with the tying 
and winning runs following later on 


Robbie Curry. 
“It was a great feeling,” Keith Palmer 


said. “It was a great come-from-behind 
win. This might have been the toughest 
game these kids have ever played in.” 


The game see-sawed. Daury’s single 
plated Curry in the second to give Pitts- 
field a 2-0 lead. Westfield, however, went 
back in front with three runs in the 
third. Westfield then went ahead 5-2. 
with a pair of runs in the fourth, but 
Pittsfield had a big five-run fifth frame 
to take a 7-5 lead. Daury had the only hit 
in the inning. Cee 

Curry reached base five times in the 
game on three walks and two singles. 
Daury added three hits for Pittsfield. 





_ Rick Martel (1) is greeted by Coach Gary Herzog ( 
_ Keith Lagess, right, after scoring the first run in yes 


| Babe Ruth baseball championship game in Adams. 


> 
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wearing glasses) and Adams teammate 
terday’s Berkshire County 13-year-olds 


gil ay 


| Pittsfield 13s win county title, 7-4 


| @ RUTH, from Cl 


_ in the state tournament because 
it hadn’t played in one during the 
county tournament. Pittsfield’s 

first two victories, 14-3 over 

' Southern Berkshire and 15-5 over 
North Adams, were called after 
five innings due to the tourna- 
ment’s 10-run rule. ) 

Seven of Pittsfield’s 15 players 
played for last year’s Pittsfield 

South Little League all-stars 

_ which cruised through the county 
tournament, then was beaten in 

‘the state tournament where the 

competition was more equal. 

“They needed this game,” 

Palmer said. “They knew that 
they needed this game, and it’s 

going to make us that much better 
going down there.” 

' Adams beat Greylock 15-8 in the 

first round, lost to Pittsfield 19-4 

Wednesday, then qualified for the 

championship game by beating 

North Adams 8-3 Saturday in the 

‘loser’s bracket final. 


} 


Adams jumps ahead 


Yesterday, Adams took a 1-0 
‘lead in the first inning and held 
| it until the fourth, when Pittsfield 

scored five runs — with the help 
_ of an error and two wild pitches 
| — to blow the game open. 
| “We figured we were in the 
g¢ game,” Adams coach Gary Herzog 
said. “But our starting pitcher 
(Jason Turner] only had four in- 
- nings, and he got tired. Keith 


([Lagess, who replaced Turner on 


the mound in the fourth] did a 
heck of a job, but that was when 
they had their big inning.” 
Pittsfield had seven baser- 
unners through the first three 
innings, but three of those run- 


ners were caught stealing, and 
one was thrown out in a rundown 
between first and second. Pitts- 
field also lost centerfielder 
Kenny Berkeley, who pulled a 
muscle near his groin area while 
trying to steal third in the first 
inning. Berkeley, who had dou- 
bled to lead off the first, didn’t 
return after he was injured. 

“What has to happen with this 
team is they have to see baser- 
unners,” Palmer said. “And it has 
to happen with the first four bat- 
ters. When that develops and that 
happens, it gets this team going. 
When Berkeley went down it left 
the team flat.” 


Pittsfield’s big rally 


Everything changed in the fifth. 

Mark Palmer and Chris Lahart, 
Pittsfield’s first two batters in the 
fifth, drew walks. Herzog then 
replaced Turner with Lagess, 
whose first pitch hit Pittsfield’s 
Chris Burke on the left elbow. 
That loaded the bases. Pete Far- 
kas followed with a grounder to 
short. Mike Reilly, running for 
Lahart, was forced at third, but 
Palmer scored to tie the score 1-1. 

Joe Maffuecio, running for 
Burke, then scored Pittsfield’s 
second run when Lagess threw 


Pittsfield Babe Ruth league meeting 


The Pittsfield Babe Ruth League board will hold its next meeting on 
Wednesday at Springside House, beginning at 7 p.m. 

The 13-year-old league is still seeking coaches, managers and score- 
keepers. League secretaries are also being sought. 

For more information, contact Jim Hassett at 442-3887. Y ly Iqy 


consecutive wild pitches that also 
advanced Farkas to third. After 
Joe Yannone struck out, Charlie 
Flynn reached on an error, which 
allowed Farkas to score and give 
Pittsfield a 3-1 lead. Mike Mac- 
Donald followed with a double to 
center that plated Flynn and 
made it 4-1. Mark Hebert, Ber- 
keley’s replacement, followed 
with a single that Adams center- 
fielder Jim Witto dove for, 
caught, then dropped. The hit 
scored MacDonald and made it 5- 
1 Pittsfield. 

Adams closed to 5-3 in the bot- 
tom of the fifth. Mike Higgins 
singled in Rick Martel, with Jim 
Witto scoring on an error. But 
Pittsfield increased its margin to 
6-3 in the bottom of the fifth when 
Mark Palmer tripled to deep left 
center and scored on Lahart’s 
foul out to left. 

In the top of the sixth, Adams 
pulled within two runs again 
when Terry Kondel walked, and 
scored on pinch: hitter Jeff 
Deely’s groundout to second. 
Pittsfield scored its final run in 
the seventh when Jeff Baumann 
singled to right, advanced to third 
on consecutive walks, and scored 
on Palmer’s sacrifice fly. 

McDonald, who pitched the 
first five innings, earned the win 
for Pittsfield, with two innings of 
relief help by Kevin Daury, who 
retired Adams 1-2-3 in the sev- 
enth. They combined to pitch a 
five-hitter. 


PITTSFIELD BABE RUTH 
Age 14-15 Division 
Gillette def. IVE, 11-4. Gillette — Jeff Hulland WP; Mike 
McGuire single, double, 2 RBIs; Chris Wilner 3 singles. 
IUE — Dave Barber, Matt Filliault single. 
tam def. IUE, 9-1. Itam — Kyle Dombkowski WP, single, 
double, RBI; Ryan Brown 2 singles. IUE — Dave Barber 3 


__ singles; Jeremy Fields 2 singles. 


GE def. VFW, 6-5. GE — Ryan Quinto WP, single, 


| double, RBI; Kevin Goetz single, RBI. VFW — Dan Quinn 
double. 


Reynolds def. VFW, 3-2. Reynolds — Pat Engle WP; 


| Gary Riello single, double 2 RBls. VFW — Dan Quinn 
\ single, 2 RBIs. 


GE def. IVE, 23-11. GE — Jeff Benham WP; Chris Bard 


| home run, single, 2 RBIs; Ant Marano double, 2 singles, 
’ RBI. IUE — Kyle Hartley home run, double, 2 RBIs; Nick 
Delmolino triple, 2 singles. 


Standings: GE 6-0; Reynold’s 5-0; Gillette 3-1; ITAM 2-2; 


| VFW 2-4; Oliver’s 1-3; GEAA 1-5; IUE 0-5. 


Age 13 Division 
Lipton def. IAC, 19-9. Lipton — Chris Lamb, Ryan 


' Niedewiecki 3 hits. IAC — Ben Pigot 3 hits; Charlie Flynn 


home run. 

Impress Printing def. Goodman & Goodman, 9-1. Im- 
press — Jeff Baumann WP; Bill Kenney 2 hits. 

Gildo’s Auto Body def. Kay-Bee, 21-7. Gildo’s — Joey 
Maffuccio 4 hits, 4 RBIs. 

First half playoff game: Gildo’s def. Impress, 3-0. Gildo’s 
— Pete Farkas 2 hits. Impress — Mike Deleo, Bill Kenney 
2 hits. 

Lipton and Goodman & Goodman tie, 7-7 (9 innings). 

Gildo’s def. IAC, 14-2. Gildo’s — Kevin Daury, Pete 
Farkas, Mike MacDonald, Billy Chapman 2 hits. 

Kay-Bee def. Impress, 7-5. Kay-Bee — Frankie Malter 2 
hits. 

Gildo’s def. Lipton, 7-6 (8 innings). 

All-Star roster — Jeff Baumann, Impress Print; Kenny 
Berkeley, IAC; Chris Burke, Goodman & Goodman; Robert 
Curry, Liptons; Kevin Daury, Peter Farkas, Gildo’s; Charlie 
Flynn, AC; Mark Hebert, Goodman & Goodman; Chris 
Lahart, Liptons; Chris Lipa, Goodman & Goodman; Mike 
MacDonald, Joseph Maffucio, Gildo’s Auto Body; Mark 
Palmer, Impress Print; Matt Reilly, Kay-Bee; Joseph Yan- 
none, Liptons. Manager — Keith Palmer. Coaches — 
Ralph Baumann, Jim MacDonald. 
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Getting their feet wet i / 
7 +0 


One day after the ice left Pontoosuc Lake in Pittsfield these youngsters tested -the waters on the boat ramp off Hancock 


Road. From left, they are Tommy Martin, 8, Pittsfield. Chri i ‘tli 
Michael Martin, 6, of Pittsfield. The temperature reached eels, 68 vost dea VEOH, @, hob, of Dalton, and 
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Diving into the season las /9 y 


Temperatures reached 75 degrees in Pittsfield yesterday, spurring 8-year-old Dustin 
Depson, 11-year-old Peter DeBonis and 14-year-old Sean Depson to take the plunge off a 
small dock near the public beach at Pontoosuc Lake. Balmy conditions, however, fell short 


of the mercury’s record of 80 degrees, set in 19957. 7 





S/o Ts 


ather-In draws hundreds 


m@ GATHER, from Bl 


we can do with people right here 
in the community itself,’ Durant 
Said. 

Jazz musician Charlie Tokarz, 
Max Lemon Rhythm and Blues 
Revue, the Sweet. Tarts, African 
drumming with Khat O’Brien and 
Grover’s Gang were among the 
groups scheduled. 


Block party finish 


Radio station WUPE, which 
was signing up applicants for in- 
ternships at the station, held the 
block party closing out the 12- 
hour festival. 

Local gospel choirs performed 
‘between the acts, including the 
choir from Second Congregational 
Church with Shirley Edgerton. 
She was doing double duty staff- 
ing a Girl Scout recruiting table 
with some outreach help from her 
daughter Jernee, 9, and her 
friend 10-year-old Shellene Kast- 
ner. 

“It’s real nice,” Edgerton said. 
“Rolks are coming in. Every- 
body’s real pleased. This, I think, 
is one of the best community 
ideas.” 

Maria Caccaviello of the Chris- 
tian Center said 14 human service 
organizations — from Women’s 
Services of Western Massachu- 
setts to Elder Services of Berk- 
shire County — had informational 
booths and credited the business 
community for donating prizes 
and supplies for the festival. 

“The in-kind donations total 
was just mind-boggling,” she Sald, 

Four-year veteran Larry 
Woodson of Mr. Big Stuff, an 
Albany, N.Y., store, said that 
sales were a little slow but that 
otherwise everything seemed to 
be going well. 

A friend of his who goes by the 
name D.J. Waz held a_ small 
dance in front of the vending ta- 
bles, featuring incense, jewelry, 
tapes and T-shirts picturing faces 
from Malcolm X to Whitney 
Houston. 

“Theyre starting to know us. 
They remember us from before,” 
Woodson said. “It’s more lively, 
there’s more people.” 

The Gather-In was Pittsfield 
resident Diane Diaz’s first time 
out with her merchandise and the 
beginning of a vending business 
she .plans to turn into a shop 
called Beauty Master Plus. 


“l’m just excited because my 
business is being introduced,” 
said Diaz, who got started 
through Berkshire Enterprises 
and will be entering a cosmetol- 
ogy program. 

“This is it, this is my baby,” she 
said, gesturing to the table with 
jewelry and tribal-printed leather 
pocketbooks. “It feels good to be 
standing behind my own _ busi- 
ness.” 
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| Photo by Will McCo 
Among the music featured at the Gather-In yesterday was 


ob. EMSRS: playing keyboards for the Charlie Tokarz 
and. 
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Glilgy 
Sasha, an 8-month : ( unges i 3 ‘ 


a tennis ball tossed by 


his master, Ross 





'Krista’s aerial circus 9/14 


Krista D’Agostino, 7, may have a future with the Big Apple Circus. Launched by he: 
uncle David Hoisington at the Pontoosuc Lake inlet yesterday, she managed two flip; 
— almost 214% — before re-entry. She tried it a number of times, as did othe 

youngsters with Hoisington. The temperature hit 90 yesterday — 2 degrees coole 

than the record for the date set in 1988 — but, with the high humidity, it felt like a 
sauna. The steamy weather is expected to continue through the weekend. 





fLawrence man | 
Te ABa ll? ed 
drowns at Onota’ 


By Derek Gentile 
Berkshire Eagle Staff. 


PITTSFIELD — An eastern 
Massachusetts man who had been 
missing for three hours was pro- 
nounced dead from drowning 
yesterday afternoon after police 
divers pulled his body from Onota 
Lake. 


The 25-year-old man, from 
Lawrence, was pulled out of the 
water by police divers just west 
of the small outcropping or pen- 
insula in the Burbank Park sec- 
tion of the lake. The man was 
taken out of the lake in front ofa 
group of horrified campers and 
swimmers who had heard the po- 
lice sirens and were. not sure 
what was happening. 


Name withheld 


Police did not release the 
man’s name at presstime, as the 
incident was still being investi- 
gated. 


The man-was an epileptic who 
was apparently swimming alone, 
according to a security officer at 
the park. He said family members 
feared he had not taken his med- 
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Arrayed in the shade Fi (FY 


Enjoying a lovely day in the Berkshires under the white pines at Pontoosuc 
Lake are, from left, Mary Kelley-Tourdan of Mississippi, her children Megan, 
11, Daniel, 9, and Molly-Beth, 4, and her mother, Helen Broderick-Kelley of the 
state of Florida. They are visiting friends in the area. 


ication that day. 

The man’s family, members of 
whom were swimming at the lake 
as well, reported him missing at 
about 5:30 yesterday, but said he 
had not been seen for several 
hours. Within minutes, police 
divers were notified and on the 
scene. They began searching the 
last place the man had been seen, 
which was a few feet from the 
outcropping. 

Moments later, one of the 
divers bobbed to the surface and 
said, “right here,” pointing down 
into the water. He was about 15 
yards offshore. Within seconds, 
several other divers had con- 
verged on the scene and pulled 
the man to the surface, but it was 
too late. 

The man’s family, two brothers, 
a sister and his mother and fa- 
ther, had been standing near the 
beach to the north of the penin- 
sula. As they saw the divers pull- 
ing something out of the water, 
they ran weeping to the picnic 
area on the peninsula. Several 
members had to be helped from 
the scene by park security and 
police. 
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ication that day. : 

The man’s family, members of 
whom were swimming at the lake 
as well, reported him missing at 
about 5:30 yesterday, but said he 
had not been seen for several 
hours. Within minutes, police 
divers were notified and on the 
scene. They began searching the 
last place the man had been seen, 
which was a few feet from the 
outcropping. 

Moments later, one of the 
divers bobbed to the surface and 
said, “right here,’ pointing down 
into the water. He was about 15 
yards offshore. Within seconds, 
several other divers had con- 
verged on the scene and pulled 
the man to the surface, but it was 
too late. 

The man’s family, two brothers, 
a sister and his mother and fa- 
ther, had been standing near the 
beach to the north of the penin- 
sula: As they saw the divers pull- 
ing something out of the water, 
they ran weeping to the picnic 
area on the peninsula. Several 
members had to be helped from 
the scene by park security and 
police. 
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Bill Cummings and John Lei | ! 
ghfield, both : : ‘ : Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff: 
Burbank Park under stormy skies yesterday ahethooa. i Bie rp nn cape by Dee / Qn Lake a 
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Having a splash © 


Suzanne Somes, 6, of Pittsfield appeared to be having buckets of fun yesterday at 
Onota Lake. Yesterday’s high temperature of 86 didn’t set any records, the ther- 
mometer hit 89 on May 23, 1964, according to meteorologist George Bulgarelli’s files. 





‘We are really looking forward to this,’ 
said a Dewey Avenue mother who uses 


Pitt Park. 


Four Pittsfield playgrounds 


setting overhaul this season 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


_ PITTSFIELD — Children in the Pitt 
Park neighborhood have more to look 
forward to than just the close of the 
school year. When they do get out of 
class at the end of June, they will have a 
new park to play in for the summer. 

To the joy of parents with young chil- 
‘dren in the area, the $96,520 Pitt Park 
‘reconstruction project is finally under 
way. Petricca Construction Co., which 
“was awarded the contract, broke ground 
‘on Friday. The contract calls for the 
entire project to be completed by June 

17. 


‘ “We are really looking forward to 

this,’ said Lois Turner of Dewey Ave- 
nue, a mother of three who provides day 
care to more children in her home. A 
trip to the park on John Street is often 
part of Turner’s daily routine with her 
~ children. 


-Wooden play structure 


According to Peter Libardi of Petricca, 
the project includes reconstructing the 
infield of the baseball field and install- 
ing a walkway and a skateboard ramp 
along the fence that hugs the Housatonic 
River. 


The workers will also construct a large 


wooden play structure and install such 
amenities as benches, picnic tables, 


ol 


shade trees and signs. 

The project is being financed through , 
the Community : Development Block 
Grant, which is actually paying for im- 
provements to a total of four parks and 
playgrounds this summer. Major im- 
provements are also planned for the 
playground at Conte Community School, 
Tucker Playground on Robbins Avenue 
and Crow Playground on Winter Street. 
If funds come through; major improve- 
ments are also planned at Burbank Park. 

According to Robert S. Mellace of the 
Department of Community Development, 
the playground at Conte school will be 
renovated this summer. Maxymillian 
Construction Co. was the low bidder at 
$27,297. The contract will be. signed 
shortly and the job is scheduled to begin 
in the middle of July, Mellace said. 3 

Tucker and Crow playgrounds will get 
new play equipment and new posts, 
backboards and rims for the basketball 
courts. The most recent preliminary 
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sday, May 19, 1994 


Work has already started on Pitt Park, w 
being laid for a sidewalk leading into the p 


Special-needs program 


Es 


Pay 


stull accepting participants 


PITTSFIELD — Applicants are still being accepted for the 
Highland School Special Needs Playground Program, according 
to Michael Connor, who is in charge of the program. 

Application forms, which are available at the Department of 
Recreation, Springside House, 874 North St., must be received 
are ie than Thursday at 5, said Connor. 

€ special-needs playground program will be hel 
through Aug. 5 from 9 to 3, Monday through Friday. Tee 


tion is available. 


Applicants must be 6 or older, toilet trained and able to work 


in small or large groups. 


Program activities will include week] j 

| ekly craft projects, sports, . 
lifeguard-supervised Swimming at Onota Lake, and seine and 
contests. A certified special-needs teacher and five counselors 


will supervise the activities. 


The Department of Recreation is o 
pen Monday through 
Friday from 9 to 5. The department can be reached at 199-9344" 


A compromise on Kirvin Park? 


It is a sad reflection of the amount of vandal- 
ism, littering and loud noise at Pittsfield’s Kirvin 
Park off Williams Street that nearby residents 
had prevailed on city officials to close the access 
road to most of the park’s area. Now Councilor at 
large Gerald S. Doyle Jr. has come up with a 
compromise: He has spoken with Police Chief 
Gerald M. Lee and has his assurance that the 
park could be patrolled adequately if the gate 
were kept open from dawn to dusk. It 


‘seem to worth a try. 


ould. 
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hich is on John Street. Here the foundation is 
ark from Columbus Avenue. 


Four playgrounds getting overhaul 


@ PARKS, from Bl 


estimates for Tucker and Crow 
amount to a combined total of 
$85,000, Mellace said. 


In‘all, the city’s Department of 
Community Development will be 
spending $258,817 on the four 
parks and playgrounds this 
summer, Mellace said. Each one 
will be different, but all will get 
new equipment, sitting areas and 
shade trees. 


Mellace will go to the June 6 
Park Commission meeting with 
the final designs, and work on 
Tucker and Crow is scheduled to 
begin in August, he said. 

Mellace also reported that the 


Park Commission on Monday saw 
the preliminary plans for Bur- 
bank Park on Onota Lake, al- 
though he stressed that the 
project hinges on the receipt of a 
state grant. 


Engineering work 


The city’s engineering depart- 
ment provided the preliminary 
design work for the job. . 

The estimate for the Burbank 
project is $569,765. The city hopes 
to get $387,440 of that amount 
from a state grant for which it has 
applied, Mellace said. That 
amount, plus the city’s share, will 
pay for road reconstruction, and 
the reconstruction of the. two 


parking lots in Burbank Park. 
Also, the old pumping station will 
be removed, and a sitting area 
and three tennis courts will be 
installed. 


Near the tennis courts, the 
plans call for the construction of 
an open field, where people can 
throw a ball around or have other 
sorts of athletic activity. Hiking 
and biking trails are also 
planned. 


Mellace said that the im- 
provements at Burbank will de- 
pend on the size of the grant. If 
the total amount requested is not 
received, some of the work will 
be eliminated, he said. 
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Four-year-old Chelsea Burnham finds a lot to occupy her- _ park, at a cost of $96,520, was done by Petricca Construction 
self with on the new wooden playground structure at Pitt Co. and included work on the ballfield, the planting of 
Park. She was visiting the newly refurbished park this installation of a walkway, skateboard 
sweekend with her mother, Lisa. The reconstructio | 
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Look out below 4 / 24174 


Pittsfield High shortstop John Krol (1) leaps for a high herty scrambles back to the bag during yesterday’s 
pickoff throw as Mount Greylock base-runner Tim Fla- baseball game at Clapp Park. Story, other photo, Page C3. 
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Kids at play 


In top photo, Joey Wetherell, 
5, climbs up the down chute 
at the new Pitt Park play- 
ground in Pittsfield. At 
ight, Matthew Hiser, 7, of 


ri 

Hinsdale gives the new 
equipment at Pinegrove 
Park in Dalton a workout. 
The equipment was installed 
recently by volunteers. 








While fancy cars were all the rage during the recent Fabulous Eiftie 
hit at the children’s DARE fair held at the Common. 


: Camaros 40-56. 
Pii Notre Dame mixed: Men — Dick Belair 
Belair 333-429, Ned Decker 323-115, Ed § 
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ar as rain starts to fall on Pontoosuc Lake 


Rain relief 


Fishing pole in hand, Alan Cooley of N 
in Pittsfield recently. 


orth Adams heads for the shelter of his c 
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YMCA Summer Fun Camp participants and a counselor clear away trash yesterday from 
the Common. Below, one of the youngsters displays a handful of glass collected during the 


cleanup. 


Fs.) 


YMCA Summer Fun Campers learn 
environmental lesson hands-on 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — One little boy 
was playing air guitar on a rake. 
But that was just a short playful 
break he took yesterday in the 
otherwise important task of rak- 
ing trash at the Common park on 
First Street. | 

The child, one of 30 in the 
YMCA’s Summer Fun Camp, was 
learning an important lesson 
about the environment. That may 
be a tough concept for little ones 
to grasp, but not when it’s ex- 
plained in terms of their own 
space. 


‘Take responsibility’ 


“The children are learning that 
they have to take responsibility 
for their own little environment; 
that they can’t wait for others to 
do it,” Said Vicki Morrill, the di- 
rector of the camp. 

And so, several -times this 
summer, the youngsters have 
taken a walk over to the Common 
to pick up trash-and tidy up the 
park so that other children will 
have a safe place to play. 

“It’s not fair to litter, because 
someone else has to pick it up,” 
said Jessica Durso, 7. 

“People that want to pick up 
make the park better for others,” 
chimed in Tina Graves, who is 
also 7. 

Yesterday, wearing protective 
gloves and wielding all sorts of 
brooms and rakes, the children 
carefully collected glass, bottle 
tops, and plain old trash, depos- 
ited it in garbage bags and looked 
as though they were all pretty 
proud of themselves. 

With big eyes, Bobby Har- 
rington, 6, extended his hand to 
one of the camp staff, revealing a 
cigarette lighter he found in the 
grass. 

The children have made a les- 
son of the environment all sum- 
mer, Morrill said. One day, the 
group took a field trip to the 
Center for Environmental Tech- 


nology to learn about recycling, 
and then went back to the Y and 
set up a recycling program there, 
Morrill said. 


Making paper 


They also have learned how 
paper is made — how many trees 
are required — to learn a lesson 
about the conservation of re- 
sources. With that in mind, the 
children made a game out of 
walking to Onota Lake for a swim 
one day, to see what it was like to 
get somewhere special without 
relying on gas, Morrill said. 


The children, who range in age 
from 5 to 11, are all attending the 
10-week summer program while 
their parents work or go to 
classes. Morrill said it was a good 
opportunity to develop a curricu- 


lum on which to base the summer 
program. But it was the children 
themselves who suggested that 
they take responsibility for the 
Common for the summer. 

They have also promised not to 


litter. 


Like all good workers, the 
children took bags out of colorful 
knapsacks at noontime and ate 
their lunch under a big shade 
tree in the park. 





last night during Neighborhood Night Out activities in Pittsfield. 


Fighting 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


| PITTSFIELD — Residents of several sections of 

the city’s West Side gathered in streets and public 
parks last night to help combat bad problems by 
having a good time. 

Rain held off long enough for neighbors in the 
areas of Madison Avenue, Pitt Park, and Clapp 
Park to socialize, and, at the same time, demon- 
strate their solidarity against crime. 


First for Pittsfield 


This is the first year of the city’s formal partici- 
pation in National Night Out, a program that aims 
to strengthen neighborhood spirit and relations 
between police and the community. 

Organizers of the national program estimated 
that more than 26 million people in 8,600 commu- 
nities across the country participated in National 
Night Out activities of one sort or another. 

On Madison Avenue, about 100 people enjoyed 
cold soda and grilled picnic food as members of 
the police and fire departments demonstrated 
some of the tools of their respective trades, in- 
cluding finger-printing equipment and firefighters’ 
coats and helmets. 


crime with 
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Matthew McClay, 6, tries to find his way out of a firefighter’s coat and hat at Pitt Park 


Rls fas 
n 


Police Chief Gerald M. Lee, who visited all of the 
gatherings, said that Michael Wynn, director of the 
West Side Neighborhood Resource Center, and 
Police Officers Mark G. Bushey, Kim Bertelli- 
Supranowicz and James Hunt helped organize the 
events, which had originally been planned for just 
one location, Pitt Park. 

“Frankly, we weren’t sure at first what the re- 
sponse would be,” said Lee. But, as word spread, 
other neighborhood groups decided to organize 
parties, the chief said. 

Norman Beamon of West Housatonic Street, a 
volunteer at the West Side Neighborhood Resource 
Center, said that he personally delivered fliers to 
553 residences last weekend, hoping to attract 
people to a picnic at Clapp Park. 


Threat of rain 


Although the turnout there amounted to about 50 
people, Beamon said he was pleased, considering 
that “this is just the first year. ... Next year, itll 
be one year old and we'll be better organized.” 

The threat of rain — which finally fell — may 
have held down attendance. 

Joanne Jones of Madison Avenue said that the 
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ap Park user protests blocking 
of Kirvin Park roadway 


| still able to park their cars in the 
outside parking lot and walk in. 
But Stickney said that’s quite a 
hike for the elderly or disabled or’ 
people with babies who come for a 
picnic. soni 

“Last year, I used to see families 
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| 
By Donna B. Mattoon | 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Concerned 
about reports of vandalism, 
dumping and other illegal activity 
at Kirvin Park off Williams. Street, 


Drowning victim 


had Pittsfield ties 


By Donna B. Mattoon 
and Brian Sullivan 
Kagle staff reporters 


PITTSFIELD — Pittsfield Po- 
lice identified the man who 
| drowned at Onota Lake on Sat- 
- urday as Felix Joaquin, 24, of 235 
. Broadway St. in Lawrence. 


Joaquin was in Pittsfield visit- 
| Ing his parents, Jose and Ramona 
| Joaquin of 235 Wahconah St., and 
Some of his younger siblings who 
live in Pittsfield with their par- 
_ ents. : 


The family had all gone to the 
_lake on Saturday to picnic and 
| Swim. 


Police Detective David Granger 
Said that an autopsy performed 
yesterday on Joaquin by Medical 
| Examiner Jon M. Valigorsky re- 
vealed that the victim’s death was 
consistent with fresh-water 
| drowning. 

Joaquin was last seen in chest- 

deep water off the peninsula at 
| Burbank Park. “At some point. 
_ the family members realized they 
| hadn’t seen him for some time,” 
Granger said. 

The family summoned the On- 
ota Lake lifeguards, who called 
911, and 15 minutes later, Joa- 
quin’s body was found by mem- 
bers of the Fire Department’s 
dive team in about 20 feet of 
water, 10 to 15 feet offshore. It 
was the first time that the fire- 
‘fighters’ new dive team was 
called into action. 

Fire Capt. Bruce Kilmer, a 
member of the dive team, said 


the group has been training to’ 


gain the expertise needed to 
quickly mobilize a search effort 
and use the equipment required 
| for underwater rescue. There are 
12 members of the team, with two 
| on duty at any given time. 

Kilmer said that a brother of 
_ the victim notified the lifeguards 
_ at the public beach that Felix 
| JOaquin had not been seen by any 
‘member of the family for about 
three hours. 

Both Kilmer and Granger noted 
that the family was a large group, 
with some swimming, some walk- 
ing and some fishing. One group 
| apparently thought that Felix was 
- with the other group, Kilmer said. 


In any event, by the time the 
rescue teams sped to the scene, 
the family realized that no one 
had seen Felix Joaquin for ap- 
proximately three hours. One 
brother pointed out the exact Jo- 
cation where he had last been 
spotted standing in the water, 
Kilmer said. 

Since no one was sure if the 
victim was missing or drowned, 
some firefighters were sent to 
walk the beach, while Rescue 2 


launched its boat. One member of 


the boat team donned a “dry 
suit,” which allows one to float on 
the surface of the water. Mean- 
while, another of the team pulled 
on the diving gear. 

Five additional members of the 
rescue team were summoned by 
phone, and just as they were 
about to join the search, the body 
was found, Kilmer said. 


Four young lifeguards at Onota 
Lake also helped in the search 
and recovery, the captain said. 

“They were very helpful,” Kil- 
mer noted. “They were trained 
and knew what to do. ... They 
didn’t hesitate to call 911. It was 
just 15 minutes from the cal] to 
the recovery. It’s too bad that the 
call came so late. 

“We don’t want to be a recovery 
team,” Kilmer noted sadly last 
night. “We want to be a rescue 
team.” 

Granger said that the victim’s 
family told police he was able to 
Swim. 


Started last year 


The Pittsfield Fire Depart- 
ment’s dive team officially mobi- 
lized this year, after Chief James 
W. Tobin lobbied for its formation 
before the City Council last year. 

“We are not just the Fire De- 
partment anymore,” Tobin said at 
the time, describing the various 
lifesaving duties. that firefighters 
are called on to perform. Enter- 
ing the water in an emergency 
has become part of a firefighter’s 
routine, he said. 

Therefore, the: time has come 
for firefighters to be trained for 
Such service to improve the 
chances of survival for the victim 
and to ensure the greatest safety 
for the firefighter, the chief Said. 


the board of Park Commissioners 
last year closed off the access road 
that used to bring drivers deep 
into the large recreational area. 
Since then, people who want to 


» use the park must leave their cars 
'| in the lot just off Williams Street 


') and walk in. 


But one park fan said the barri- 


'| cade has punished people who 
| love the park, and has failed to 
4 keep out those who were abusing 
| | it in the first place. 


William Stickney of 124 MclIn- 


iM toch Brive said it was the three- | 
|| wheelers and motorcycle drivers | 


who were wreaking havoc on the 
ballfields. And they are the ones 
still able to get in, especially since 


they recently pulled back a por- | 


tion of the fence, he said. 

“Why can’t they do what they’ve 
done in other parks,” Stickney 
asked last night. “Why can’t it be 
open from dawn to dusk?” 


drive in for a picnic all the time,” 


he said: ““But no one is going to. 
carry a small child and everything 


else all that way.” 


Stickney said the level of activ-: 


ity at the park has diminished 
since the barricade went up. 


“This park was really well- 


used,” he said. “That’s my com- 
plaint. We shouldn’t have a city 


park with an access blocked to the’ | 
people of. the city, bth 2 


But Ward 4 City Councilor Ben | 


J. Kaplan said auto traffic in the 
park was destroying the soccer 
and softball fields. Also, he said, 
after hours drinking and carousing 
at the park was generating in- 


|, creasing complaints from the 


ighbors. 
nee was a judgment call by the 
Board of Park Commissioners to 
close it off so these activities 
would not take place,’ Kaplan 
said. 

Clifford J. Nilan, chairman of 
the Park Commissioners, could 
not be reached last night for 
comment. But John Marchesi, di- 


rector of recreation for the Parks 


Department, agreed that there had 
been problems at the park, in- 
cluding dumping, and that the 
board decided to close off the ac- 
cess road. 

Kaplan noted that people are 








Photos by Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


John Barton, 6, in police badge, hat and shirt, enjoys a hot dog and soda at the block party 


on Madison Avenue. 


Night Out in 
Pittsfield 


@ NIGHT, from Al 


block party on her street was 
‘almost like a family get- 
together,” with the grown chil- 
dren of many of her neighbors 
traveling from other communities 
to see old friends. At that party, 
the person who was supposed to 
play Barney, the purple TV dino- 
saur, didn’t show up. An Eagle 
reporter was pressed into service 
and pulled on the Barney suit. 


‘Good people’ 


“Most. people know each other 
here,” said Jeffrey Norton, who 
recently bought a house on Mad- 
ison. “It’s not as bad a neighbor- 
hood as people think it is. There 
are a lot of good people here.” 

Norton said that he invested in 
the neighborhood partly because 
he was impressed by his neigh- 
bors’ efforts to keep their street 
safe and maintain their proper- 
ties. 

“Somebody’s got to stay,” he 
said. “You can’t let it die.” 


Sidney Hamilton, 2, and Ashley Crawley, 10, enjoy a picnic 
on the lawn at Pitt Park. | 





The Gather-in includes activities for residents of all ages, while | 


>elebrating multiculturalism and African-American heritage. 


‘field Gazette, April 7, 1994 
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_Gather-In slated for,; + 
August 6 at Pitt Park | 


Ny 


The 1994 Gather-In at Pitt Park on Columbus Avenue promises to be 
a multi-cultural extravaganza to benefit Christian Center children’s 
_ programs. 

The event will be held Saturday, August 6 from 11:00 a.m. to 11:00 
p.m. Among the events will bea children’s basketball tournament, face 
painting, an ethnic food court, an African drumming workshop and 
representatives from the Berkshire Psychic Association will be present. 

Live entertainment acts include David Grover, The Sweetarts, jazz 
musician Charlie Tokarz and Max Lemmen’s Rhythm and Blues Band 
as well as local choirs and gospel musicians. 

“We want to let people experience different cultures,” said Maria 
Caccaviello, chairman for fundraising and programs at the Christian 
Center. “This is a wonderful way to do that.” 

The African drumming workshop and Psychic Association are new 
features to this year’s Gather-In. Also added for this year will be-the 
locally produced game show, Acronymble. 

Caccaviello said that the ethnic food court would be an exciting treat 
for those with diverse tastes. “There will be something for everyone,” 
she said. “I hope nobody eats for days before this — then they'll be good 
and hungry.” 

Benefits Christian Center 

Admission to the event is free but organizers hope to raise around 
$5 000 for The Christian Center from proceeds of food sales, vendors 
and a raffle: “That's a very conservative estimate,” said Caccaviello. 

The money will be used to fund youth programs run by the center 
such as the enrichment learning project and the tutoring-mentoring 


| program, according to Caccaviello. “There’s been a wonderful outpour- 


| 


} 


| nity Development and Education, a group involved in bettering the | 
_ environment for young people, according to Durant. 


ing of support from the community,” said Caccaviello. 

The Gather-In began ten years ago as a resurrection of a local African- 
American festival that had died out, says Reverend Willard Durant of 
the Christian Center. 

“It was originally a celebration of youth,” said Durant. “It really did 
bring the community together.” 

Durant said that the festival has changed over the years, but is still 
about bringing people together: “Some people ask me, ‘will it be the 
same, have you lost the focus’? But I think you have to change becatse 
our community is changing.” 

Organizers still try to keep the focus on youth. “We're trying to lift up 
the youth, to celebrate them,” said Durant. “That’s why we have so 
many activities for them here.” 

Celebrating youth 

Durant points to the youth basketball tournament as a positive event 
for young people at the festival. 

The Gather-In is co-sponsored by the Association for Basic Commu- 


“They've been there from the start and were involved ten years ago 
when we reinvigorated the festival,” said Durant. 

Caccaviello believes that the Gather-In has already succeeded in 
bringing the community together. “Everyone I’ve talked to is really 
excited,” she said. “It’s like a multi-cultural block party.” 

For more information on the Gather-In, call 443-2828 
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\ “he current model may not be pretty, but the park commission agreed Monday with neighbors that a 


fence at Pitt Park should be kept in renovation designs as originally planned . 


Parks board ends feud, 


The park commission on Monday 
uickly and quietly ended the dis- 
ute over fencing at Pitt Park. 

With little discussion, the com- 


/ missioners reiterated their support 


for the park’s original rehabilitation 


| design — retaining a controversial 


) six-foot fence. 


The park on the westside is under- 
going a $100,000 federally funded 
facelift which was based primarily 
on neighbor input obtained in the 
past year. But at a special meeting 
last week, two city councilors and a 
conservation commission member 
asked the parks commission to re- 
vise previously approved plans that 
retained the fence abutting the 
Housatonic River. 

The fence removal was sought as 
the first link ina proposed riverwalk 
along the Housatonic. 


Lr 


Ninety-four neighbors signed a 
petition opposing the late revision 
and representatives attended the 
meeting to debate the councilors. 
They objected to the late change and 
said that removing the fence would 
be dangerous. 

One of the councilors, ward 6’s 
James Boyle, subsequently called the 
Berkshire Eagle to announce that he 
was requesting a delay in making a 
decision so that he could talk more 
with neighbors. 

No delay 

At this week’s meeting, park com- 
mission chairman Cliff Nilan said 
“obviously we have to make a deci- 
sion.” 

Nilan said that the “two council- 
ors are kind of withdrawing their 
request to remove the six foot fence.” 

He sought his colleagues’ support 


keeps fence 


to authorize “proceeding with the 
six foot fence until further notice.” 

Nilan said that the park improve- 
ments should not be delayed. While 
terming the riverwalk concept “a 
good idea,” he said that the input of 
the neighbors was important. 

After the meeting, Nilan said the 
vote means that the fence remains in 
the plans and would probably only 
be changed with the neighbors’ ap- 

roval. 

Vin Hebert, longtime former parks 
supervisor, commended the commis- 
sioners for endorsing the retention of 
the fence. He said neighbors and 
Police Chief Gerald Lee raised valid 
concerns about “the hazards of re- 
moving the fence.” 

Hebert said the issue can be revis- 
ited in future years “if and when the 
riverwalk project comes together.” 


Ee 
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Parks program provides structure 


'.. When parents try to pry kids away 
from the television set they hear a 
‘common complaint: “there’s noth- 
ling todo.” The Department of Parks 
, and Recreation has helped some par- 
‘ents answer that expression. 
| The parks department opened its 
summer playground programsat Pitt 
_ Park, Deming Park, Clapp Park and 
on the Common playground on July 


Connyers, ajunior at PHS said that 
the kids like to play wiffle-ball, kick- 
ball and sometimes “they like to sit 
around and talk.” The group also 
occasionally takes field trips to Onota 
Lake, where the parks department 
runs a Swimming area. 

Connyers said that the 20 kids in 
their program are “usually well be- 


“We've had very few problems,” 
she said. “They do get out of control 
sometimes, we’ve had to send kids 
home a few times but nothing really 
bad.” 

One of the kids in the program, Joe 
Hashim, was asked why he comes to 
the program. “They force me to,” he 
said, but added “-just kidding, I love 


haved” making her job much easier. 


eee 


coming here, we all do.” 
5. There is also a special needs pro- 
gram atthe Highland Middle School. 

“We've been running these pro- 
grams for a long time,” said John 
Marchesi, who heads the parks de- 
partment, which funds the entire | 
program. “We wanted to give kids | 
some place to go during the summer | 
to get them outside, it’s good for | 
them.” 

The parks are run every weekday 
from 9:00 to 5:00 and offer a full 
range of activities that are overseen 
by playground directors, often stu- 
dents hired for the four-week sum- 
mer program. 

“T enjoy working with the kids,” 
said Lisa DeVergilio, an Elms Col- 

| lege Sophomore studying to be an 

elementary school _ teacher. 

DeVergilio works at Pitt Park on John 

_ Street. She is teamed up with Mickie 

| Turner, a recent Taconic graduate 

_who will be attending Assumption 
| College this fall. 

“We let them decide what activi- 
ties we do -we pretty much let them 
run the show,” said Turner, of the 15- 
20 kids in the Pitt program. 

At the park on the Common, Di- 
rectors Bryan Carlo and Kristy 
Connyers say they love having asum- 
mer job that lets you stay outdoors 

'and entertain a sometimes rowdy 
bunch of kids. 

_ “The kids are a lot of fun,” said 
Carlo. “I think these programs are a 


\great idea.” 
[my ot oe, | St 


Rough riders 


One of the more popular attractions | | | 
horse rides. A long line of youngsters waited for the opportunity to enjoy a 


included food, entertainment and vendors. 


at Saturday's Gather-In celebration at Pitt Park involved pony and 
brief ride. The event.also. 


Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Stafi 


‘Treasure hunter bln FATE 


i he shore of Pontoosuc 
Willi der of Lanesboro uses his metal detector along th 
| etic: this week. Ostrander enjoys finding old coins and said he has found coins 


dating back as far as 1750. 





a ball with their wagon. At top, 


These Pittsfield youngsters are having 
Jacob Rand, 3, pushes at the rear even after George Norton, 8, signals a 
left, are Mackenzie Buckley, 2, Eric Brazee, 2, 


halt. The passengers, from 
who is obscured, and Carrie Brazee, 4. The youngsters, Boylston Street 


neighbors, are at Clapp Park in Pittsfield. At right, Carrie gives brother 
Eric a boost. 





ield Gazette, April 7, 1994 


< 
hee .. See 
3 


No 
nite 


aS > 
j as 
, os 
3 S ae 
we y < S ws 
‘ Nok +e s 
“ * ites aS wv 
7 nS < <S 
: > 
; wf S &, 
en LEN 


a ws 


SB, 


anaes oS eee 
- wwe “a 
IOS nor 
Aoi, CN 
- 
S 


ae 
Ri GES OOP 


x 


The current model may not be pretty, but the park commission ag 


fence at Pitt Park should be kept in reno 


Parks board en 


The park commission on Monday 
quickly and quietly ended the dis- 
pute over fencing at Pitt Park. 

With little discussion, the com- 
missioners reiterated their support 
for the park’s original rehabilitation 
design — retaining a controversial 
six-foot fence. 

The park on the westside is under- 
going a $100,000 federally funded 
facelift which was based primarily 
on neighbor input obtained in the 
past year. But at a special meeting 
last week, two city councilors and a 
conservation commission member 
asked the parks commission to re- 
vise previously approved plans that 
retained the fence abutting the 
Housatonic River. 

The fence removal was sought as 
the first link ina proposed riverwalk 
along the Housatonic. 


Ninety-four neighbors signed a 
petition opposing the late revision 
and representatives attended the 
meeting to debate the councilors. 
They objected to the late change and 
said that removing the fence would 
be dangerous. 

One of the councilors, ward 6's 
James Boyle, subsequently called the 
Berkshire Eagle to announce that he 
was requesting a delay in making a 
decision so that he could talk more 
with neighbors. 

No delay 

At this week’s meeting, park com- 
mission chairman Cliff Nilan said 
“obviously we have to make a deci- 
sion.” 

Nilan said that the “two council- 
ors are kind of withdrawing their 
request to remove the six foot fence.” 

He sought his colleagues’ support 


vation designs as originally planned . 


ds feud, keeps fence 


to authorize “proceeding with the 
six foot fence until further notice.” 

Nilan said that the park improve- 
ments should not be delayed. While 
terming the riverwalk concept “a 
good idea,” he said that the input of 
the neighbors was important. 

After the meeting, Nilan said the 
vote means that the fence remains in 
the plans and would probably only 
be changed with the neighbors’ ap- 
proval. 

Vin Hebert, longtime former parks 
supervisor, commended the commis- 
sioners for endorsing the retention of 
the fence. He said neighbors and 
Police Chief Gerald Lee raised valid 
concerns about “the hazards of re- 
moving the fence.” 

Hebert said the issue can be revis- 
ited in future years “if and when the 
riverwalk project comes together.” 


Highland special-needs playground 


to open this summer with new director 


By D.R. BahIman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — Fears that a summer rec- 
reation program for children with special 
needs might be jeopardized for lack of a 
state-certified director were put to rest yes- 
terday when the city’s Park Commission 
learned that a qualified candidate has ac- 
cepted the job. 

Michael M. Connor, a Pittsfield native who 
has experience as a high school track and 
field coach and as a program supervisor at 
Hillcrest Educational Centers Inc., will over- 
see the five-week program at the Highland 
School playground. 

Connor, who has a master’s degree and is a 
state-certified special education instructor, 


will work 35 hours per week and be paid $8 
per hour, John C. Marchesi, the city’s recre- 
ation director, told the Park Commission at 
its meeting last night. 

The program, which Marchesi said has been 
offered for as long as he can remember, will 
begin on July 11 and close on Aug. 5. Had a 
director not been found, said Marchesi, it 
might have been necessary to cancel the 
program. That would have been a major dis- 
appointment to the 35 children and their 
ae who have participated in the past, he 
said. 


Hire aides 


As it is, the program’s opening had to be 
delayed because one of the director’s most 
important functions is to help interview and 


select five aides. Those interviews are 
scheduled to begin today, Marchesi said. 
None of the three former directors were 
available this year, and although the job was 
posted on bulletin boards in the Pittsfield 
School Department, no one stepped forward. 


Transportation to the playground is pro- 
vided by city school buses, and Marchesi said 
that the schedule will be worked out and 
announced as soon as registration for the 
program is completed. 


Also last night, Marchesi reviewed the 
opening and closing dates for the city’s play- 
grounds and beaches. 

Playground programs will run from July 95 to 
July 29: the beaches will be staffed from July 


1 to Aug. 14. Anch}— 5 U- 
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Fish tales will abound in coming 
weeks at the Wild Acres wildlife sanc- 
tuary on South Mountain Road at the 
1994 Fishing Derby. 

The derby will take place over sev- 
eral days from April 30 through June 
11 (see schedule). It is open to all 
young people age six to 14, to senior 
citizens and the disabled. There is no 
entry fee. 

The event is sponsored by the 
Friends of Wild Acres, a non-profit 
group of area citizens and business, » 
which supports the city park, includ- 
ing raising funds to stock it with 
trout. 

Fishing at Wild Acres is permitted 
throughout the year for young people 


Seven-year-old Bianca Litano of Pittsfield gets some help from h 
| at Wild Acres during fishing d 
Pittsfield Department o 


her line into the pond 
of Wild Acres and the 


Derby day 


ee derby 
terday at Wi .eres In 
participants enjoyed a cookout at 


Annual 


Wild Acres will again hos 


FISHING DERBY 


Children 6 - 14: April 30 and 
May 1 fro 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
June 11 fro 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Seniors: May 3,4,23 and 24 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Disabled Persons: May 22 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

(Wild Acres will be closed all 
day for stocking on April 29 and 
May 2 and 21.) 


PRD 


six to 12. Approximately 1,000 trout 
are released on the first day of the 
season, and the pond is periodically 


ped was held yes- 
fishing for trout, 


e Controy Pavilion 


es 


erby Sunday sponsored by 
f Parks and Recreation. 


t fishing der 


ae a | 
restocked throughout the seas 


On the derby days, approximately 
50 of those trout are tagged. The first 
three participants to catch a tagged 
trout will receive special prizes of 
fishing gear. 

All participants may take home 
up to three fish. | 

Bernie Goclowski, one of the derby 
organizers, said the tagged fish go 
fast on derby days. “It’s amazing 
how quickly those fish are caught,” 
he said. “Sometimes all three prize- 
winners have caught their fish within 
the first hour.” 

For information on the Fishing 
Derby, or Wild Acres, call the Pitts- 
field Parks Department at 499-9343. 


Joel Librizzi / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Wild Acres will again host 


Fish tales will abound in coming 
weeks at the Wild Acres wildlife sanc- 
tuary on South Mountain Road atthe 
1994 Fishing Derby. 

The derby will take place over sev- 
eral days from April 30 through June 
11 (see schedule). It is open to all 
young people age six to 14, to senior 
citizens and the disabled. There is no 
entry fee. | 

The event is sponsored by the 
Friends of Wild Acres, a non-profit 
group of area citizens and business, 


FISHING DERBY 


Children 6 - 14: April 30 and 
May 1 fro 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
June 11 fro 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Seniors: May 3,4,23 and 24 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

Disabled Persons: May 22 ¥ 
from 9 a.m. to 4p.m. A 

(Wild Acres will be closed all 
day for stocking on April 29 and 8 
May 2 and 21.) 


fishing derby 


restocked throughout the season. 

On the derby days, approximately 
50 of those trout are tagged. The first 
three participants to catch a tagged 
trout will receive special prizes of 
fishing gear. 


All participants may take home 


up to three fish. 

Bernie Goclowski, one of the derby 
organizers, said the tagged fish go 
fast on derby days. “It’s amazing 
how quickly those fish are caught,” 
he said. “Sometimes all three prize- 
winners have caught their fish within 


which supports the city park, includ- 
ing raising funds to stock it with 
trout. 


Fishing at Wild Acres is permitted are rele 
throughout the year for young people season, 


Crow Playground neighbors’ wish list: 


six to 12. Approximately 1,000 trout 


$a 


the first hour.” 

‘For information on the Fishing 
ased on the first day of the Derby, or Wild Acres, call the Pitts- 
and the pond is periodically field Parks Department at 499-9343. 


3114144 


More trees, better lighting, play facilities 


By Lisi de Bourbon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


PITTSFIELD — The Depart- 
ment of Community Development 
asked neighbors of the Raymond 
Crow Playground what improve- 
ments they would like to see in 
the’ area. Now those residents 
have provided their answers: 
More trees, a continuous play 
structure and proper lighting for 
the park, which is slated for ren- 
ovation this summer. 

Robert S. Mellace, head of the 
CDC, unveiled to a Thursday 
night meeting of community 
leaders and residents the results 
of a survey recently sent to 
Morningside inhabitants to help 
develop plans for the playground. 

“The funding has been ap- 
proved and appropriated, and 
there’s no question the project 
can move forward,” said Mellace. 
“Now we're trying to look at the 
park with a more comprehensive 
viewpoint.” 

Bordered by Winter, Curtis, 
Burbank and Spring streets, the 
park opened in the mid-1970s on 
the site of the former Rice Ele- 
mentary School. The park was 
named after Raymond Crow, a 
longtime Ward 2 city councilor. 


The DCD has budgeted between 
$60,000 and $70,000 for the play- 
ground, Mellace said. The project 


‘There’s no parklike feeling because it’s 


so open.’ 


— Berkshire Design Group architect 


is being funded with a portion of 
a $420,000 federal Community 
Development Block Grant 
awarded to the city last year. 

Tucker Playground, off Linden 
Street, also will be renovated this 
summer with between $60,000 and 
$70,000 from the same _ federal 
grant. A similar survey was cir- 
culated to neighbors seeking their 
input about the park’s deficien- 
cies and what they would like in 
the way of improvements. 

A neighborhood meeting to 
disclose the survey results for 
Tucker is scheduled for Monday. 

Both playgrounds are. sched- 
uled to open by the end of Octo- 
ber at the latest, Mellace said. 

Of the 52 children who re- 
sponded to the Crow Playground 
survey, 60 percent said they 
would like to see a new basket- 
ball court in the park; 60 percent 
would like to see more trees; 58 
percent, water-spraying play 
equipment; 38 percent, more 
lighting; 38 percent, a larger grass 
area, and 37 percent, a volleyball 


PFE NUZITNNSFEN STEEN LES ZEON TIAN UPON 


court. Others suggested new 
benches, new trash receptacles 
and new fencing. 


As for the 13 adults who re- 
sponded to the survey, most of 
them requested play equipment. 
Other requests, in descending 
order, were fencing, lighting, play 
equipment that sprays water, new 
benches, additional trees, new 
trash receptacles, a larger grass 
area, a basketball court and a 
volleyball court. 


Peter Wells, ‘an architect with 
the Berkshire Design Group of 
Northampton, said at the meeting 
that the lack of trees at the play- 
ground was the biggest problem. 


“There’s no parklike feeling at 
the playground, because it’s so 
open and there’s no continuity of 
design to give it a parklike at- 
mosphere,” Wells said. 

Similarly, Paula Virgilio, a 
member of the Park Commission, 
said she would like to sée annu- 
als or perennials planted at Crow. 


The neighborhood group will 
meet again Wednesday, April 13, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the playground for 
a site visit and later convene at 
Morningside Community School 
to discuss a preliminary plan for | 
the playground. 


ee 





Greenhouse group hosts annual open house — 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group will hold its 
Zith annual open house on Sun- 
day from 10 to 4 at 874 North St. It ° 
is free to the public. 

This year’s theme is “Come 
-Grow With Us,” with seven. dif- 
ferent displays and workshops. 

They include bonsai, hanging 
baskets, herbs, container garden- 
ing, topiary, perennials and seed 
starting. 

Club members with expertise in 
these areas will conduct contin- 

uous lectures and demonstrations 
throughout the day. 

Chairwomen for the event are 
Nina McDermott and Val Myers. 
Sonia Tynan of Forrest Garden 
Design & Services in Dalton 
handled the design and layout of 
the display. 

Most of the plants displayed are 
grown by members in the green- 
house. Another feature will be 
the in-house plant competition 
chaired by Larry Daoust and 
Dorothy Forrest with judging and 
cash prizes awarded. 

Refreshments will be served. 
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will be available for sale, but the Event chairwomen Val Myers, left, and Nina McDermott Shape rosemary ept Sab eh in 


major plant sale will be in May. preparation for Springside Greenhouse Group’s open house. 4 -qQ 4 


Greenhouse Group 
sets plant sale 
at Springside Park 


PITTSFIELD — The Springside 
Greenhouse Group has an- 
nounced its annual plant sale for 
Saturday and Sunday, and for the 
following Saturday, May 21. The 
hours will be 10 to 4 each day. 

Plant selections include annu- 
als: impatiens, petunias, mari- 
golds and geraniums, and peren- 
nials: columbines,:dianthus, del- 
phinium, lavender and _ lupine. 
Fuchsias and sloximas are fea- 
tured. 

As usual, the sale is timed to 
coincide with the color display _ 
provided by the thousands of tu- 
lips nearby. The group assists the 
Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation in the upkeep of the sh 
beds. 

Visitor parking is available in 
the main Park Department lot at 


874 North St. 5 /2-7 ¥ 
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Pittsfield South je aa Ryan Cullen (13) prepares to throw out Middleboro ‘batter Chris 
i 


Nardi on a sacri 


ce bunt attempt in the third inning yesterday at the state Little League 


tournament in Oxford. Waiting for the throw is first baseman Matt Billieux, while third 
baseman Jeff Shouldice, lower left, awaits the outcome of the play. Middleboro won the 
game 2-1. 


l 
South stars eliminated, 2-1 


@ LITTLE, from Cl 


for the state championship, with 
the winner advancing to Bristol, 
Conn., tomorrow for the start of 
the Eastern Regionals. Pittsfield 
and Parkway National of Roxbury 
play in the state consolation con- 
test today at 10:30. The South all- 
stars had last won a state title in 
1977, when it capped off back-to- 
back championships. 


Pittsfield’s silver lining 


Pittsfield did leave the field 
yesterday with a faint feeling of 
accomplishment. After all, Mid- 
dleboro had shut out its two pre- 
vious opponents, while scoring in 
double-digit numbers in five of its 
previous six games. 


That didn’t shake the Pittsfield 
team, which scored in the first 
and, behind Cullen, held Mid- 

leboro without a hit until the 
fifth. 


“I was pretty scared at first,” 
said Cullen, who had read Mid- 


‘I was pretty scared at first, but after 
the first couple of innings I thought I 
could take them on.’ 


dleboro’s press clippings. “But 
after the first couple of innings, I 
thought I could take them on.” 

No kidding. Cullen, mixing his 
fastball and curve effectively, 
struck out the first six Middle- 
boro batters. 

“It turned out that none of the 
big hitters in their lineup hurt 
us,” Pittsfield coach Joe Yannone 
said. “And we got out on top 
early, which is what we wanted to 
do. We played our game, we just 
came up a bit short.” 

How confident was Middleboro 
coach Steve McKenna about the 
productivity of his offensive at- 
tack? He won the pregame flip of 
the coin and elected to bat first. 
That maneuver miffed members 
of the Pittsfield coaching staff, 
but McKenna explained the move 
after the game. 

“Throughout the tournament 
we’ve been coming out of the box 
with two, three and four runs in 
the first inning,’ McKenna said. 
“We were hoping to get Pittsfield 
behind the eight-ball.” 

“We're not cocky, just confi- 


dent,” he said. “Today, though, 


was a real eye-opener. We’ve had 
a pretty easy road until Pittsfield. 
We faced a good pitcher today 
who had a great curve ball. It’s 
just a reminder that the higher 
we go, the more difficult it’s going 
to get.” 


Chris Flynn led off the Pitts- 
field first by getting hit with a 
pitch. Cullen sacrificed Flynn to 
second, and when the play went 
to first, Flynn kept chugging to 


— Ryan Cullen. 


third. Flynn was nearly picked off 
when Matt Mazzer lined hard to 
third. But with two outs, Reynolds 
singled sharply to right to plate 
Flynn. 


Daryl Bradford led off the fifth 
with Middleboro’s first hit, a sin- 
gle to left field. Moles then 
walked on four pitches to move 
Bradford to second. Chris Nardi’s 
fielder’s choice advanced both 
runners, with Bradford eventually 
scoring on a wild pitch. 


Uliasz replaced Cullen after 
Middleboro’s Christian Perry led 
off the sixth with a single. A wild 
pitch moved Perry to second, but 
the threat died when Uliasz 
whiffed the next three batters. 

Pittsfield threatened to win the 
game in the home sixth. Flynn 
drew a one-out walk and was 
sacrificed to second by Cullen. 
After Mazzer drew a free pass, 
Reynolds grounded out sharply to 
second. 

Moles drew a one-out walk for 
Middleboro in the seventh and 
advanced to third on two wild 
pitches that were sandwiched 
around .a_ strikeout. Soule then 
flared a two-strike offering to 
short left to score Moles. Brower 
then retired Pittsfield in order to 
end the game. 

“Bruno knew the win was 
within his grasp when he went 
out for the seventh,’ McKenna 
said. “He just went for it.” 

“We had a great run,” Yannone 
said. “And we did it with a great 
group of kids.” 
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Pittsfield South winning pitcher Brian Uliasz is all smiles after defeating Lee 4-2 to 
win the Berkshire County Little League title. Teammate Matt Mazzer began the 


celebration by jumping 


into the arms of Uliasz while Matt Farkas is right behind. 


Pittsfield will play District 2 winner Westfield on Friday. 


Pittsfield South defeats Lee 


to earn Little League title 


WILLIAMSTOWN — Pittsfield South tallied 
two runs in the home fifth inning to break a 2-2 
tie en route to a hard-fought 4-2 win over Lee 
that clinched the Berkshire County Little 
League tournament in action yesterday at An- 
derson Field. 

Lee, which was playing out of the losers’ 
bracket, had taken a 2-0 lead in the second only 
to see Pittsfield come back with a pair of runs 
in the third frame. 

Pittsfield South now plays District 2 winner 
Westfield ‘on the road Friday at 5:30. That 
winner will host the following district game on 
Monday. 

“Pye seen Lee play and I have a lot of respect 
for them,” South coach Joe Yannone said. 
“They have some good pitching and if they had 
got their lead up to 4-0, we would have been in 
some trouble.” | 

Yannone said he was happy to have survived 
the two-week, double-elimination tournament 
without a loss. 

“This is great,” he said. “I felt going in we 
were the team to beat. But this Lee team was 
tough.” 

Lee coach John Walker was generous in 


praising both teams. “t lazlay 


“We had our backs to the wall when we lost to 
Williamstown in the second game of the tour- 
nament,” Walker said. “But we kept getting 
better and better, and that’s why we're here 
today. 

“IT knew Pittsfield was a good team,” Walker 
added. “They wouldn’t have been here in this 
game without any losses if they weren’t a good 
team.” 

Brian Uliasz outdueled Mike Burtt to earn the 
pitching victory. Uliasz allowed two hits and 
struck out eight in the win. Burtt, meanwhile, 
pitched into the fifth frame, striking out five, 
before being relieved by Aaron Wade. 

Jeff Reynolds began the winning rally in the 
fifth with a single to right-center field. Randy 
Russell then walked after Reynolds was wild 
pitched to second. Another wild pitch then 
moved the runners up to second and third. 

Wade came on for Burtt and threw a wild 
pitch that plated Reynolds. After pinch-hitter 
Matt Farkas lined to shorstop, Hank Bautzmann 
was able to score Russell on a fielder’s-choice 
grounder. Burtt drew a leadoff walk against 


; 3 SOUTH, continued on C3 





Bebieicsees 


Sliding in with the final run of the game in the fifth i 
Randy Russell. Waiting for a throw is Lee catcher Ben 
Butch Stannard looks on. Pittsfield South won t 
championship 4-2 over Lee at Anderson Field in Willi 
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nning is Pittsfield South player 

Tyer while home plate umpire 
he Berkshire 
amstown. 


County Little League 


zlazlay 


P. South wins county crown 


@ SOUTH, from Cl 


Uliasz to begin the sixth, but the 
south hurler retired the next 
three batters to preserve the win. 

“Brian threw a little harder in 
the seventh,” Yannone said. “I 
think he felt more relaxed pitch- 
ing with the lead.” 

Lee scored twice to take a 2-0 
lead in the second inning. Justin 
Desmond doubled in the frame, 
eventually scoring on an error. 
Corey McDarby later scored from 
third on the front end of a double 
steal. 

Burtt worked out of a bases- 
loaded, one-out Pittsfield rally in 
the second but couldn’t hold the 
South team in the third. In fact, 
Pittsfield used a double-steal of 
its own to get on the board. Matt 
Mazzer walked and went to third 
on a passed ball and wild pitch. 
After Matt Billieux walked, Maz- 
zer scored on the front end of a 
double steal. 

Reynolds then singled to score 
Billieux and tie the game at 2-2. 


Pittsfield also loaded the bases ~ 


in the fourth, but Burtt again 
worked out of the two-out rally. 

Walker said that it’s not un- 
common for Burtt to work in and 
out of trouble. 

“That’s the way Mike will pitch 
sometimes,” Walker said. “I tell 
him that walks and wild pitches 
hurt. But he’s been a top pitcher 
in our league all year and seems 
to work out of trouble inning af- 
ter inning. But it might have cost 
him a little tonight.” 

Yannone, meanwhile, had a 
thumbs-up for his hurler Uliasz. 

“He hung in and threw strikes,” 
Yannone said. “We didn’t hit that 
well, but I guess we hit good 
enough.” 


Jimmy Fund tournament 


DALTON — Williamstown de- 
feated Cheshire 13-12 in the 
Berkshire County age 9-10 Jimmy 
Fund baseball tournament being 
played at Chamberlain Field. 
Williamstown scored twice in the 


home sixth to pull out the victory. 

Winning pitcher Chris Muir 
raced in from third base on a 
wild pitch to provide the winning 
run. Muir finished the game with 
two RBIs. Greg Hanson also had 
two hits for Williamstown. ~ 

Greg LaPerle had two hits for 
Cheshire, while. catcher Dave 
Paquette had two RBIs and three 
putouts at the plate. 

The single-elimination tour- 
nament resumes today at 5:30 
with Dalton-Hinsdale taking on 
Lee. 


Babe Ruth tournament 


NORTH ADAMS — The cham- 
pionship game is set in the West 
state Babe Ruth age 14-15 tour- 
nament taking place at Joe Wolfe 
Field. 

Yesterday, Shrewsbury edged 
Leominster 8-7, setting today’s 
game at 4:30 between Shrewsbury 
and unbeaten Burncoat of 
Worcester. The second game, if 
needed, will begin about 7:30: 








